
ATTRACTIONS/CONSIDERATIONS:  Highway 82  is closed in the winter east of Aspen.  This road, which 
goes over Independence Pass (elevation 12,095 feet), offers an excellent opportunity for cross country 
skiers to enjoy the majesty of the upper Roaring Fork Valley without concerns about traffic.  Snowmobilers 
and hikers also use the road; dogs are allowed.  The wide, gentle route is well packed  all the way to the 
ghost town of Indepencence, beyond which there is significant avalanche danger.  As a general rule most 
skiers don't go any farther than Lincoln Creek Road (just past mile marker 51).  Mileage is  marked by 
green mile markers which indicate the distance from Interstate 70 in Glenwood Springs. 
 
ACCESS:  Drive southeast from Aspen on Highway 82 until you reach the end of the plowed road (about 5 
miles from Aspen).  There is ample parking here. 
 
NARRATIVE: This popular route starts at the snowgate at mile marker 47.  It is nearly impossible to get 
lost--just follow the road.  Heading up the road from the snowgate you will be travelling above the Roaring 
Fork River which runs through the valley below to the right; the scenery is dominated by the snow-covered 
peaks forming the valley walls.  There is no severe  avalanche danger before Lincoln Creek Road, but 
rocks often come down onto the road, especially along the initial part of this route.  The first couple of miles 
climb uphill very gradually; just before mile marker 49 the road gets narrower as it cuts into the side of the 
valley wall .  Past mile marker 49 the road levels a bit as you pass Weller Campground.  Approaching mile 
50 you will be going through the beautiful narrow part of the valley, right alongside the Roaring Fork River.  
Rock walls rise steeply up on the left and the Grottos are just beyond mile marker 50.  Lincoln Creek Road 
is about 300 yards beyond mile 51 on the right.  You can continue up Lincoln Creek Road for about 2 miles 
before hitting areas of severe avalanche danger. 
 
ETHICS/REGULATIONS:  Before you go out  check into available routes, their condition, ownership of 
land, posted area, regulations that apply and the following rules: 
           *          Respect private property.  Ask permission before entering. 
           *          Be considerate of other winter back-country travelers.  Remember we're all out to          
                       enjoy the outdoors. 
           *          Avoid disturbing wild animals by staying out of elk and deer wintering areas.                
                       Detour  if you spot wildlife.   
           *          Wilderness Areas and Primitive areas are closed to motorized recreational              
                       vehicles.  Inquire at a local Forest Service office if in doubt.  Obey all signs. 
           *          BEWARE OF AVALANCHES!  Avalanches may occur at any time during the winter.       
                       Avoid mountainous terrain after heavy snowfalls or prolonged periods of high wind.          
                       Stay on the windblown side of ridges.  Avoid crossing steep  hillsides and entering           
                       narrow, steep canyons.   
           *          Remember to notify a responsible person of your travel plans. 

                  PACK IT IN—PACK IT OUT!!    LEAVE NO TRACE!! 
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This map is intended for use as a general guide only, not for actual land navigation.  The White River National 
Forest suggests purchasing a topographical trail map prior to your cross-country/snowshoe trip. 

INDEPENDENCE PASS 

Length: 11 miles one-way (17.7 km)                            Difficulty:     Easy   
Trail Use:     Heavy 
Beginning Elevation: 8,800 feet (2682 m)                  Highest Elevation: 12,095 feet (3687 m) 
USGS Map(s):  New York Peak, Independence Pass 


