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This is my recommendation on disposition of the appeal filed by Jeff Juel on behalf of The Ecology 
Center, Inc. and The Lands Council protesting the Deer Forks Ice Salvage Timber Sale Decision Memo 
(DM) signed by the Fernan District Ranger (Idaho Panhandle National Forests).   
  
The District Ranger's decision is to salvage approximately 200 ccf (100 mbf) of sawlog timber from a 
total of 20 acres.  Yarding methods will include the use of tractor and cable systems from existing roads.  
No new road construction or road reconstruction will be needed.  Unit 2 will only be treated if helicopter 
yarding methods are available.  Strong consideration will be given to horse logging in Units 3, 4 and 5 if 
there is interest from contractors.   
 
My review was conducted pursuant to, and in accordance with, 36 CFR 215.19 to ensure the analysis 
and decision are in compliance with applicable laws, regulations, policy, and orders.  The appeal record, 
including the Appellants' objections and recommended changes, has been thoroughly reviewed.   
 
FINDINGS
 
My recommendation is based upon the following evaluation: 
 
Clarity of the Decision and Rationale
 
The decision document is clear and understandable.  The Project File contains adequate analysis to 
support the decision, although this analysis could have been better referenced in the DM.  A more 
detailed map of the project area and vicinity would have allowed the public to better determine the 
location and scope of the action. 
 
Purpose of the Proposal and Comprehension of Benefits
 
The purpose of the proposal, to recover the value of trees damaged by a recent ice storm, is clearly 
stated.  The purpose is appropriate for the limited nature and scope of the action. 
 
Consistency with Policy, Direction, and Supporting Information
 
The decision clearly determines that an appropriate category exists to categorically exclude the action 
from documentation in an environemental impact statement or an environmental analysis.  Additional 
discussion of the analysis of effects to extraordinary circumstances would have beenhelpful. 
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Effectiveness of Public Participation Activities and Use of Comments
 
Public involvement methods for this small project are sufficient.  However, contact with the Tribes is 
not documented, nor is the reason for limiting public participation to 13 people when the area is close to 
Couer d'Alene and Hayden Lake.  While public comments were considered in the decision, some 
responses were rather vague. 
 
Appeal Review Findings
 
Objection I:  Offering the sale outside of the competitive bid process is in violation of 36 CFR 223.80 
which restricts additions to timber sales to those valued at no more than $10,000. 
 
Response:  Although the DM did not specify the value of the timber to be sold, the transmittal letter, a 
part of the record, did verify the value of the timber is well below the $10,000 restriction in 36 CFR 
223.80 (transmittal letter, p. 2).  In a review of the documentation and description of the proposal, I am 
in agreement that the value of the timber product will not exceed $10,000 and, therefore, the plan to 
offer the timber non-competitively is in compliance with Forest Service regulations. 
 
Objection II:  The selected alternative makes no provision to protect the sensitive plant Carex 
hendersonii. 
 
Response:  The Forest completed a Biological Evaluation that resulted in a determination of "may 
impact individuals or habitat but will not likely result in a trend toward federal listing or reduced 
viability of populations or species."  The DM has documented that individuals that may be affected are 
very small in number (3 to 6) and are not in close proximity to the majority of the species found in the 
area (a total of approximately 4,700 plants).  Because of the numbers and distribution of plants, I have 
concluded the documentation supports the determination that this proposal will adequately protect the 
Carex hendersonii and not result in a loss of viability. 
  
Objection III:  The selected alternative logs within Riparian Habitat Conservation Areas (RHCAs) and 
will adversely affect Riparian Management Areas and westslope cutthroat trout. 
 
Response:  INFISH allows for salvage logging within RHCAs when woody debris needs are met and 
where attainment of Riparian Management Objectives (RMOs) will not be precluded.  In the Deer Forks 
Ice Salvage Sale, the Biological Evaluation for westslope cutthroat trout documents the project will have 
minimal effect on instream woody debris and woody debris within the 
RHCA will be adequately retained to not retard the attainment of RMOs.  The project proposal 
encompasses a total of 20 acres of which only a portion is considered to be riparian habitat.  The project 
is in compliance with INFISH and has shown adequate analysis and documentation (in the DM, Project 
File and transmittal letter) to show that this project will not result in a loss of viability of westslope 
cutthroat trout. 
 
RECOMMENDATION
 
I recommend the District Ranger's decision be affirmed and the Appellants' requested relief be denied.   
 
 
/s/ Martin Prather 
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Reviewing Officer 


