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TI TLE 16- - CONSERVATI ON
CHAPTER 87- - FEDERAL LANDS RECREATI ON ENHANCEMENT

Sec. 6802. Recreation fee authority

(a) Authority of Secretary

Beginning in fiscal year 2005 and thereafter, the Secretary may
establish, nmodify, charge, and collect recreation fees at Federa
recreational lands and waters as provided for in this section.

(b) Basis for recreation fees

Recreation fees shall be established in a manner consistent with
t he
following criteria:

(1) The armount of the recreation fee shall be commensurate with
the benefits and services provided to the visitor.

(2) The Secretary shall consider the aggregate effect of
recreation fees on recreation users and recreation service
provi ders.

(3) The Secretary shall consider conparable fees charged
el sewhere and by other public agencies and by nearby private sector
operators.

(4) The Secretary shall consider the public policy or

nmanagemnent
obj ectives served by the recreation fee.

(5) The Secretary shall obtain input fromthe appropriate
Recreati on Resource Advisory Conmittee, as provided in section
6803(d) of this title.

(6) The Secretary shall consider such other factors or criteria
as determined appropriate by the Secretary.

(c) Special considerations

The Secretary shall establish the m ni num nunber of recreation fees
and shall avoid the collection of multiple or |ayered recreation fees
for simlar uses, activities, or prograns.

(d) Limtations on recreation fees
(1) Prohibition on fees for certain activities or services

The Secretary shall not charge any standard anenity recreation
fee or expanded anenity recreation fee for Federal recreationa
| ands and waters administered by the Bureau of Land Managenent, the
Forest Service, or the Bureau of Reclamation under this chapter for
any of the follow ng:



of

chapter.

of ficial

(A) Solely for parking, undesignated parking, or picnicking
al ong roads or trailsides.

(B) For general access unless specifically authorized under
this section.

(C For dispersed areas with | ow or no investment unless
specifically authorized under this section

(D) For persons who are driving through, walking through,
boati ng t hrough, horseback riding through, or hiking through
Federal recreational [ands and waters without using the
facilities and services.

(E) For canping at undevel oped sites that do not provide a
m ni mum nunber of facilities and services as described in
subsection (g)(2) (A

(F) For use of overl ooks or scenic pullouts.

(G For travel by private, noncomrercial vehicle over any
nati onal parkway or any road or hi ghway established as a part

the Federal -aid System as defined in section 101 of title 23,
which is conmonly used by the public as a neans of trave

bet ween two pl aces either or both of which are outside any unit
or area at which recreation fees are charged under this

(H For travel by private, noncomrercial vehicle, boat, or
aircraft over any road or highway, waterway, or airway to any
l and i n which such person has any property right if such | and

within any unit or area at which recreation fees are charged
under this chapter
(1) For any person who has a right of access for hunting or
fishing privileges under a specific provision of law or treaty.
(J) For any person who is engaged in the conduct of

Federal, State, Tribal, or |ocal governnent business.
(K) For special attention or extra services necessary to
neet the needs of the disabl ed.
(2) Relation to fees for use of highways or roads

An entity that pays a special recreation permt fee or simlar

pernmit fee shall not be subject to a road cost-sharing fee or a fee

for

t he use of highways or roads that are open to private,

nonconmer ci al use within the boundaries of any Federal recreationa
| ands or waters, as authorized under section 537 of this title.

(3) Prohibition on fees for certain persons or places

The Secretary shall not charge an entrance fee or standard

anenity recreation fee for the foll ow ng:

pur poses

t he

(A) Any person under 16 years of age.
(B) Qutings conducted for noncommercial educationa

by schools or bona fide academ c institutions.
(C The U . S.S. Arizona Mnorial, |Independence Nationa
Hi storical Park, any unit of the National Park Systemwithin

District of Columbia, or Arlington House-Robert E. Lee Nationa
Menori al .



(D) The Flight 93 National Menorial.

(E) Entrance on other routes into the Great Snpky Mountains
Nati onal Park or any part thereof unless fees are charged for
entrance into that park on main hi ghways and thoroughfares.

(F) Entrance on units of the National Park System

cont ai ni ng

(e)

(f)

deed restrictions on charging fees.

(G An area or unit covered under section 203 of the Al aska
Nati onal |nterest Lands Conservation Act (Public Law 96-487; 16
U S.C. 410hh-2), with the exception of Denali National Park and
Preserve

(H A unit of the National WIdlife Refuge System created,
expanded, or nodified by the Al aska National Interest Lands
Conservation Act (Public Law 96-487).

(1) Any person who visits a unit or area under the
jurisdiction of the United States Fish and WIldlife Service and
who has been issued a valid mgratory bird hunting and
conservation stanp issued under section 718b of this title.

(J) Any person engaged in a nonrecreational activity
aut hori zed under a valid pernmt issued under any other Act,
including a valid grazing permt.

(4) No restriction on recreation opportunities

Nothing in this chapter shall linmt the use of recreation
opportunities only to areas designated for collection of recreation
f ees.
Entrance fee

(1) Authorized sites for entrance fees

The Secretary of the Interior may charge an entrance fee for a
unit of the National Park System including a national nonunent
admini stered by the National Park Service, or for a unit of the
Nati onal WIldlife Refuge System

(2) Prohibited sites

The Secretary shall not charge an entrance fee for Federa
recreational |ands and waters managed by the Bureau of Land
Managenent, the Bureau of Reclanation, or the Forest Service.

Standard anenity recreation fee

Except as |limted by subsection (d), the Secretary may charge a

standard anenity recreation fee for Federal recreational |ands and
wat ers under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Managenent, the
Bureau of Reclamation, or the Forest Service, but only at the
fol | owi ng:

(1) A National Conservation Area.
(2) A National Vol canic Mnunent.
(3) A destination visitor or interpretive center that provides

broad range of interpretive services, prograns, and nedia.
(4) An area--
(A) that provides significant opportunities for outdoor



recreation;

(B) that has substantial Federal investnents;

(C) where fees can be efficiently collected; and

(D) that contains all of the follow ng amenities:
(i) Designated devel oped parki ng.
(ii) A permanent toilet facility.
(iii) A permanent trash receptacle.
(iv) Interpretive sign, exhibit, or kiosk.
(v) Picnic tables.
(vi) Security services.

(g) Expanded anenity recreation fee
(1) NPS and USFWS aut hority

Except as limted by subsection (d), the Secretary of the
Interior may charge an expanded anenity recreation fee, either in
addition to an entrance fee or by itself, at Federal recreationa
| ands and waters under the jurisdiction of the National Park

Servi ce
or the United States Fish and Wldlife Service when the Secretary

of
the Interior determnes that the visitor uses a specific or
speci alized facility, equipnent, or service.
(2) Ot her Federal |and nanagenent agencies
Except as |limted by subsection (d), the Secretary may charge
an

expanded anenity recreation fee, either in addition to a standard
anenity fee or by itself, at Federal recreational |ands and waters
under the jurisdiction of the Forest Service, the Bureau of Land
Management, or the Bureau of Reclamation, but only for the
fol |l owi ng
facilities or services:
(A) Use of devel oped canpgrounds that provide at |east a
majority of the follow ng:
(i) Tent or trailer spaces.
(ii) Picnic tables.
(iii) Drinking water.
(iv) Access roads.
(v) The collection of the fee by an enpl oyee or agent
of
t he Federal |and managenent agency.
(vi) Reasonable visitor protection.
(vii) Refuse containers.
(viii) Toilet facilities.
(ix) Sinple devices for containing a canpfire.

(B) Use of highly devel oped boat |aunches with specialized
facilities or services such as nechanical or hydraulic boat
lifts or facilities, multi-lane paved ranps, paved parKking,
restroons and ot her inprovements such as boarding floats,
| oadi ng ranps, or fish cleaning stations.

(© Rental of cabins, boats, stock animals, |ookouts,
historic structures, group day-use or overnight sites, audio
tour devices, portable sanitation devices, binoculars or other



equi pnent .

(D) Use of hookups for electricity, cable, or sewer.

(E) Use of sanitary dunp stations.

(F) Participation in an enhanced interpretive program or
speci al tour.

(G Use of reservation services.

(H Use of transportation services.

(1) Use of areas where emergency nedical or first-aid
services are administered fromfacilities staffed by public
enpl oyees or enpl oyees under a contract or reciprocal agreenent
with the Federal Government.

(J) Use of devel oped swinmming sites that provide at |east a
majority of the follow ng:

(i) Bathhouse with showers and flush toilets.
(ii) Refuse containers.

(iii) Picnic areas.

(iv) Paved parking.

(v) Attendants, including |ifeguards.

(vi) Floats enconpassing the swi mm ng area.
(vii) Swi nming deck

(h) Special recreation permt fee

The Secretary nmay issue a special recreation pernit, and charge a
special recreation pernit fee in connection with the issuance of the
permt, for specialized recreation uses of Federal recreational |ands
and waters, such as group activities, recreation events, notorized
recreational vehicle use

(Pub. L. 108-447, div. J, title VIII, Sec. 803, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat.
3378.)

Ref erences in Text

Section 6803 of this title, referred to in subsec. (b)(5), was in
the original a reference to section 4, and was translated as neani ng
section 804 of title VIIlI of div. J of Pub. L. 108-447, to reflect the
probabl e i ntent of Congress.

This chapter, referred to in subsec. (d)(1), (4), was in the
original ““this Act'', and was translated as reading ~"this title"'
neaning title VIl of div. J of Pub. L. 108-447, Dec. 8, 2004, 118
St at.

3377, known as the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancenent Act, to reflect
t he probable intent of Congress. For conplete classification of title
VIII to the Code, see Short Title note set out under section 6801 of
this title and Tabl es.

The Al aska National Interest Lands Conservation Act, referred to in
subsec. (d)(3)(H), is Pub. L. 96-487, Dec. 2, 1980, 94 Stat. 2371, as
amended. For conplete classification of this Act to the Code, see Short
Title note set out under section 3101 of this title and Tabl es.



