
The Pacifi c Crest Trail is 2,650 miles 
of trail running from Mexico to 
Canada through California, Oregon 

and Washington. It is one of only 11 
designated national scenic trails in the 
country. Thousands attempt to through-
hike it, are members of the association 
dedicated to it, journal about it, and 
volunteer to work on it. And since 
2003, fl ood damage has made it close 
to impassible along 45 miles on the 
south end of Glacier Peak Wilderness, 
about 25 miles southeast of Darrington, 
Wash.  But thanks to beefed up trail 
crews and $150,000 Recovery money, 
the Darrington Ranger District of the Mt. 
Baker-Snoqualmie National Forest has 
made headway this summer on repairs 

and backlog maintenance. With this work 
and another project including involving 
a new bridge and 3.5 miles of  new trail 
being completed by contract crews, the 
PCT should be largely repaired by the end 
of next summer. 

Dawn Erickson, trails specialist for 
the Darrington Ranger District, hired 
16 workers from Mt. Vernon, Oso, 
Darrington, Arlington and Concrete, Wash. 
Two are from Seattle, Wash., a couple 
from the east coast. All are young adults, 
some are students, and for a few this was 
their fi rst job. That is about double what 
Erickson usually hires to work on trails 
during the summer. “This was a really 
good crew. It was nice to fi nally get in 
there and hit these areas hard,” she said. 

Local workers rebuild, restore Pacifi c 
Crest Trail

Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
National Forest

Amy Merrit from 
Oso, Wash. and Kim 

Woodward from 
Darrington, Wash. work 
on the PCT above Milk 

Creek.

Mt. Baker-Snoqualmie 
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Crew leader 
Bridget Wisniewski 

on the PCT above 
Milk Creek.

It hasn’t been easy. Washed out 
roads, trails, along with several major 
river crossings made access diffi cult. 
Congressionally designated wilderness 
imposes strict restrictions on using 
motorized and mechanical equipment for 
work or transportation. From April through 
September the crew split into groups to 
clear and repair three different segments of 
the PCT: Red Pass to White Pass, Mica Lake 
to Milk Creek and Vista Ridge to Vista Creek.  
They also worked on the Suiattle River Trail 
and the North Fork Sauk Trail, major access 
trails to the PCT.

Bryce Boyd from Darrington worked his 
seventh season this year, his fi rst as a crew 
leader. He led seven workers 14 miles to 
Vista Creek and Vista Ridge, a four and 
a half hour hike.  They logged out 150 to 
200 logs clogging the trail by hand using 
crosscuts. The logs were left by windfall and 
had accumulated over the seven years since 
the Suiattle trail, road and bridges washed 
out, keeping crews from accessing the site. 

Boyd said he prefers working with handtools 
because it gets him in excellent physical 

condition. “It is a lot more intimate using 
crosscuts, I could hear the wood cracking,” 
he said.  Crewmembers would scrape the 
bark off with axes or Pulaski’s, attempt to 
saw through the log in two cuts, and then 
push it off the trail. The bark was a foot 
thick on some of the old growth Doug fi rs.  
It took them six days to clear logs off fi ve 
miles of trail. 

Through the summer workers retread trail 
where it had slumped down hills, rerouted 
trail, and brushed it: excavating, digging, 
replacing rock, widening and smoothing 
the surface. Boyd’s crew would start at 
a lower camp and work up. Although it 
was early August, he woke up couple 
of nights in the high elevation to thick 
ice.  Boyd grew up hunting and fi shing 
outdoors around Darrington, and thought 
he knew all the trails and scenic spots. 
But he said camping and working nine days 
at a time in the backcountry gave him a 
deeper appreciation. “The upper Suiattle 
is beautiful. I can see why it is so popular. 
I love the scenery, it is awe inspiring,” he 
said.



A scenic view of 
Milk Lake as seen 

from the Pacifi c 
Crest Trail.
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Most of the workers had some outdoors 
experience. But Shawn Corbett from 
Seattle of Boyd’s crew had never 
hiked, camped out or ventured into 
the woods.  Boyd said it was rewarding 
to see him transform. “The fi rst time 
he went out he was intrigued by every 
little insect, plant, tree. Hiking up a 
trail he startled a grouse and almost 
jumped off the trail. Now he is a 
competent outdoorsman.”  

Corbett said it was tough at the 
beginning, his fi rst time away from 
home, hiking miles carrying heavy 
packs, learning how to plan and 
prepare dinner for the crew when it 
was his turn. But he likes being paid 
to be outdoors and work out. Most 
of all he enjoyed the camaraderie. 
“From the fi rst day the crew made 
me feel welcome, we shared food, 
work,” he said. But it was the sense of 
accomplishment that makes him want 
to do this again next year, “So many 
people hike and use this trail. Every 
hour we worked hikers came through 
and thanked us. It made it all worth 
it,” he said. 

Crew leader Catherine Austin spent 20 
days out with her 9-person crew in the 
Milk Creek area on the northwest side 
of Glacier Peak, 25 trail-miles south 
of Suiattle River. At 35 miles from the 
nearest trailhead in any direction, and 
lack of stock access because of washed 
out bridges, they had to helicopter 
in. The crew worked on blasting new 
trail tread and brushing a section of 
trail that had not been worked in 7 
years. Although they got a tremendous 
amount done, she said there is still a 
lot to do to make it fully accessible.    

Snow at the high elevations has ended 
work for the season, but the increased 
crews gave them the jump-start they 
needed this summer and Erickson 
hopes they can keep the momentum 
going.  “It provided jobs to students 
and others. It pays a decent wage, and 
I think that helped,” she said.


