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Decision 
Project Area and Background 
The Bee Line Trail is a moderately used trail that provides a less traveled route to the summit of Mount 
Chocorua and is within the Mount Chocorua Scenic Area.  The segment in need of relocation is adjacent 
to a small stream that has continuously undercut the slope on which the trail is situated, resulting in 
sedimentation in the stream and diminished water quality.  The trail has steadily deteriorated, which has 
created a particularly vulnerable trail and somewhat hazardous situation.   
 
Purpose and Need 
The purpose of this project is to address resource damage due to erosion and reduce deferred 
maintenance by relocating a heavily eroded segment of the Bee Line Trail onto more sustainable 
and appropriate terrain. 
 
The proposed trail relocation is compatible with the standards and objectives identified in the 
2005 Land and Resource Management Plan (USDA-Forest Service, 2005).  The trail relocation 
is also consistent with the goals and objectives in the WMNF Plan for non-motorized dispersed 
recreation, Management Area 8.5 (Scenic Areas), and riparian and aquatic habitats: 
 
“Existing roads, facilities, campsites, or trails within 100 feet of perennial streams or ponds should be 
considered for relocation as part of normal project planning, except when doing so would result in 
greater overall impact to the land or water resource.” 
 
Proposed Action 
The proposed action includes the relocation and subsequent rehabilitation of the relocated 
segment of trail.  The relocation is located on the Bee Line Trail between the Bolles and Brook 
Trails, adjacent to a tributary of Paugus Brook.  The length of the relocation is entirely within 
MA 8.5 (Scenic Areas) and is approximately 500 feet.  The project would consist of building a 
new segment of trail that loosely parallels the existing trail, approximately 300 feet from the 
stream bank on which the current trail lies.  The relocation would bypass the failing section of 
trail, veering away from the stream, and then rejoin the existing trail.   The Bee Line Trail will be 
constructed to Level II standards, as referenced in Forest Service Handbook 2309.18.   

 
The old segments of trail will be decommissioned and rehabilitated. This will include obscuring 
the trail with brush and removing blazes where present and stabilizing as necessary with drainage 
structures to reduce erosion impacts.  The construction and rehabilitation work would be 
performed by Forest Service crews. 
 
 
Description and Reasons for Decision 
After careful consideration of public input, the recommendations of an interdisciplinary team of 
resource specialists, and the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act, I have 
decided to proceed with the proposed action activities to relocate this section of trail onto 
appropriate terrain.  
 



This decision is based on my review of the project file and past experience with similar activities 
on the White Mountain National Forest, it is my decision to relocate 500 feet of the Bee Line 
Trail.  The trail relocation is will decrease erosion and sedimentation, and associated effects on 
water quality to the adjacent stream.  Improving the sustainability of this portion of trail will 
improve the stability of the Bee Line trail in its entirety. 
 
Alternatives Considered 
Forest Service personnel surveyed alternate relocation routes in the vicinity of the Bee Line 
Trail. The approved route was determined to be the best suited in consideration of terrain and 
sustainability. 
 
No action 
The no action alternative would allow the resource damage associated with erosion to continue, resulting 
in sedimentation in the stream and diminished water quality.  In addition, this portion of trail would 
steadily deteriorate, increasing the vulnerability of the trail and furthering a somewhat hazardous 
situation.  
 
Reasons for Categorically Excluding the Decision 
Decisions may be categorically excluded from documentation in an environmental impact 
statement or environmental assessment when they are within one of the categories identified by 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 7 CFR 1b or one of the categories identified by the Chief 
of the Forest Service in Forest Service Handbook (FSH) 1909.15 chapter 30 sections 31.12 or 
31.2, and there are no extraordinary circumstances related to the decision that may result in a 
significant individual or cumulative environmental effect. 
 
Category of the Exclusion 
The project is within Category 1, of FSH 1909.15, section 31.12.  This category of exclusion 
includes “Construction and reconstruction of trails.”  This category requires a project file and 
decision memo. 
 
Relationship to Extraordinary Circumstances 
Threatened and Endangered Species or Their Critical Habitat  
To date, no Federally Listed Threatened or Endangered Species or Designated Critical Habitat, 
Species Proposed for Federal Listing or Proposed Critical Habitat, or Forest Service Sensitive 
Species have been observed or are known to be present.  A complete, Biological Evaluation will 
be completed and available for review prior to implementation.  
 
Floodplains, Wetlands, or Municipal Watersheds 
The project will not result in an adverse effect to any extraordinary circumstance, floodplains, 
wetlands, or any municipal water supply.  
 
Congressionally Designated Areas 
The Project Area does not include any Congressionally Designated Areas, Wilderness, 
Wilderness Study Areas, or National Recreation Areas. 
 
 



Inventoried Roadless Areas 
This project is located in the Chocorua inventoried roadless area, and is compatible with roadless 
area management.  Based on the small section of hiking trail to be relocated, no affect to roadless 
area characteristics are anticipated. 
 
Research Natural Areas 
This project area is not located in a Research Natural Area. 
 
American Indians and Alaska Native religious or cultural sites & Archaeological Sites, or 
Historic Properties or Areas.  
The WMNF Cultural Resources Atlas shows no known cultural sites in the project area.  A site 
specific survey has been completed and an Archaeological Resource Report was submitted for 
review by the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO).   
 
Public Involvement 
Formal public involvement for the project included a scoping notice issued on Wednesday, May 
30, 2007. This project was listed in the White Mountain National Forest Quarterly Newsletter 
(Schedule of Proposed Actions); direct mailings were sent on May 30, 2007 to approximately 8 
interested parties (households) (Planning Record, mailing list), and posted on the White 
Mountain Website.  Consultation included the Town of Albany Selectmen and NH Department 
of Resource and Economic Development, Trails Division.  Comments received from all scoping 
efforts were used to refine the project, to explore the possibility of extraordinary circumstances 
and potential effects of proposed activities on resources. 
 
Three comments were received for this project.  Of the three comments all where in support of 
this proposal.  One commenter had additional concerns with the NEPA process associated with 
completing this relocation project.   
 
Findings Required by Other Laws and Regulations 
My decision will comply with all applicable laws and regulations.  
 
Forest Plan Consistency 
This decision is consistent with the standards and guidelines contained in the Forest Plan 
(USDA-Forest Service, 2005, pg. 2.16-2.17, 3.3).  The Forest Plan has been reviewed in 
consideration of this project. This decision is responsive to guiding direction contained in the 
Plan, as summarized in Section 1 of this document.  
 
Implementation Date 
The trail relocation and rehabilitation may be implemented immediately. 
 
Contact Person 
Further information about this decision can be obtained from Jana Johnson, Dispersed 
Recreation Manager, Saco Ranger District, (33 Kancamagus Hwy, White Mountain National 
Forest, Conway, NH  03818) Phone: 603 447-5448 X109 Fax: 603 447-8405. Or 
janajohnson@fs.fed.us. 
 



Signature and Date 
I have concluded that this decision may be categorically excluded from documentation in an 
environmental impact statement or environmental assessment as it is within one of the categories 
identified by the U.S. Department of Agriculture in 7 CFR part 1b or one of the categories 
identified by the Chief of the Forest Service in Forest Service Handbook (FSH) 1909.15 sections 
31.12 or 31.2, and there are no extraordinary circumstances related to the decision that may 
result in a significant individual or cumulative environmental effect. My conclusion is based on 
information presented in this document and the entirety of the Planning Record. 
 
//Terry Miller//   7/27/2007 
______________________________ ________________________ 
TERRY MILLER    DATE 
District Ranger 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political 
beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or familial status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all 
programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) Should contact USDA's target center 
at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, 
Office of Civil Rights, Room 326-w, Whitten Building, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, Washington, 
DC 20250-9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider 
and employer. 
 



 

 


