
Malheur National Forest



 To share information about motorized 
travel changes under the Travel 
Management Rule.

 To allow an opportunity to comment on 
the Proposed Action as it relates to 
motorized travel management on the 
Malheur NF (only motorized cross 
country travel is being addressed).



 A federal regulation (36 CFR 261.12) 
which requires that motorized 
vehicles be operated only on Forest 
Service designated routes and areas 
on all national forests and grasslands.



 Each unit or district shall designate 
those roads, trails and areas open to 
motor vehicle use by vehicle class and, if 
appropriate, by time of year (36 CFR 
212.51).

 Designated roads, trails and areas shall 
be identified on a motor vehicle use 
map  (36 CFR 212.56).

 Once the map is published, motor 
vehicle use inconsistent with 
designations is prohibited.

 Until designation is complete, current 
rules and authorities remain in place.



 There has been a dramatic increase in 
the use of off-road vehicles on National 
Forest Lands.  

 To provide a consistent, national 
framework for travel management.



 Affects all National Forest lands –
providing a consistent, national 
framework for local travel management 
decisions.

 Designates where motor vehicle use will 
be allowed.

 Designation based on a published map; 
if not shown on the map, then it is not 
open to motor vehicle use.

 Requires Forest visitors/users to have a 
map and know how to be legal 
motorized users.



 Doesn’t require evaluation of over-snow 
vehicles, watercraft or non-motorized 
travel.  The Malheur National Forest is 
not addressing the use of over-snow 
vehicles at this time.

 Doesn’t affect state, county or other 
public roads within NF boundary.

 Doesn’t require that existing road or 
trail designations be re-evaluated.

 Doesn’t require a complete inventory of 
unauthorized routes.



 Permitted uses may continue as follows:

 Firewood gathering will  continue to be 
allowed as permitted under the 
Firewood Program/Permit.

 Grazing and mining activities will be 
allowed as permitted as outlined in  
Annual Operating Plans, etc.

 Emergency administrative uses will be 
allowed per District Ranger’s discretion 
and direction.

Other permitted activities may be 
allowed with certain conditions or 
criteria.



 The Malheur National Forest is not 
closing or opening any roads with this 
project.

 The Malheur National Forest  is 
incorporating past travel management 
decisions (route designations) into this 
project (36 CFR 212.50 (b)).

 Motorized cross country travel will be 
prohibited where it is not already 
prohibited.

 Allow motorized cross country travel 
within 300 feet of a designated open 
route for the purpose of dispersed 
camping.



Area
• A discrete, specifically delineated space 

that is smaller, and in most cases much 
smaller, than a Ranger District.
 Examples: rock pit, sand dune, below 

high water mark in a reservoir.
Trail
• A route 50 inches or less in width or a 

route over 50 inches in width that is 
specifically identified and managed as a 
trail.



Motor Vehicle
• Any vehicle which is self -propelled 

other than:
1) A vehicle operated on rails, and
2) Any wheelchair or mobility device, 

including one that is battery-powered, 
that is designed solely for use by a 
mobility impaired person for 
locomotion, and that is suitable for use 
in an indoor pedestrian area

Motor Vehicle Use Map (MVUM)
• A map reflecting designated roads, 

trails, and areas on an administrative 
unit or a Ranger District of the National 
Forest System.  (Maps are free to the 
public).



 The rule still allows emergency closures 
to respond to unforeseen emergency 
events, like wildfires.

 The map will be updated annually with 
any road, trail or area motorized use 
decisions made during the past year.

 Those decisions made with public input 
during project NEPA planning.



10 Year Large Landscape Plan



Issue Discretion Comments

Closed unless 
mapped

None National Rule

Game retrieval with 
motorized vehicle

None Regional Forester
Decision

Motorized cross 
country travel

None National Rule

Open areas Very limited Must meet 
definition of area

Motorized dispersed 
camping

Yes Proposed 300’ 
from open road

Motorized winter 
travel

Yes, however Not  addressing at 
this time

Map format None Standard, 
National format 
required

Additional road/trail 
closures/openings

Yes, however Not addressing at 
this time



 2005 – Forest Service publishes Final 
Travel Management Rule.

 2006-2010 – Malheur NF verified roads 
information and completed mixed use 
analysis.

 2006 – 2010 – Reviewed Forest Plan and 
subsequent decision in context of Travel 
Rule.

 2010 – Determined that the current road 
and trail designations meet the intent of 
the Rule, including Green Dot seasonal 
closures.



 Oct 26 – Dec. 3, 2010 – Proposed Action 
out for scoping.

 Nov. 3 – 4 2010 - Open Houses with 
public

 Mid-February, 2011 – Notice and 
comment period on Environmental 
Assessment (EA)

 April, 2011 – Decision Notice 



• Malheur National Forest has and will 
continue to designate roads, trails and 
areas open for motor vehicle use to meet 
requirement of National Rule.

• Motor  vehicle use off designated routes 
and areas is prohibited.

• Users are responsible for knowing 
designated routes and areas open for 
motor vehicle use.

• This is a national rule; Please focus 
your comments on the Malheur 
National Forest Proposed Action and 
EA.



 The United States Constitution 
(Property Clause)

 Laws (Organic Act)
 Regulations issued by the Department 

of Agriculture (36 CFR Parts 212, 251 
261)

 Executive Orders (Executive Order 
11644, as amended by 11989)

 Agency Directives (Manual and 
Handbooks)

 Information internal guidance (Route 
and Area Designation Guide)
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