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Pursuant to 16 USC 551 and 36 CFR 261.50 (a) and (b), the following acts and omissions 
are prohibited on the areas, roads, and trails described in this Order, and as depicted on 
the attached map hereby incorporated into this Order as Exhibit A (“restricted area”), within 
the Tonto National Forest, Pinal County, Arizona:  
 
PROHIBITIONS  
 

1. Going into or being upon the restricted area. 36 CFR 261.53(a) and (e)  
 
EXEMPTIONS  
 
Pursuant to 36 CFR 261.50(e), the following persons are exempt from this Order: 
  

1. Persons with a permit specifically authorizing the otherwise prohibited act or 
omission.  
 
2. Any Federal, State, or local officer, or member of any organized rescue or fire fighting 
force in the performance of an official duty.  
 
3. Persons engaged in the following business, trade, or occupation in the area: any 
official of the Mine Safety and Health Administration, the office of Arizona State Mine 
Inspector, the Arizona Game and Fish Department, and the Arizona Department of 
Health Services. 

  
AREA DESCRIBED  
 
All National Forest System lands, roads and trails within the boundaries as depicted in 
Exhibit A, and more particularly described as follows:  
 

The Dacite Cliffs Mine, located in the approximate center of the SE ¼ of Section 30, T1N, 
R10E, at latitude 33° 23’48” N, longitude -111° 21’38” W, as shown on the attached 
map, Exhibit A.  The entrance (portal) of the mine faces in a south, southeast direction.  
The mine is accessible only from the south, southeast, and southwest as the adit is cut 
deep into the steep Dacite Cliffs to the north.  The closure area includes the mine itself 
and a 75 foot perimeter from the mine entrance.  This location is within the Superstition 
Wilderness Area. 

 
PURPOSE  

 
The purpose and need for the closure is three fold; 1) Achieve visitor management, “in such 
a manner that preserves the wilderness character of the area”, 2) provide for public health 
and safety by reducing or eliminating possible risks associated within the mine including; 
rabies exposure, the potential presence of undetonated explosives, and the possibility of 
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carbon monoxide poisoning, and 3) to reduce or eliminate negative human impacts upon 
bats using the mine.   
 
IMPLEMENTATION 
 
1. Prohibitions contained in this Order become effective upon execution and will remain in 
effect through April 15, 2012, unless terminated sooner.   
 
2. These restrictions are in addition to the general prohibitions found at 36 CFR 261, 
Subpart A. 
 
3. Violation of these prohibitions is punishable by a fine of not more than $5,000 for 
individuals and $10,000 for organizations, imprisonment for not more than six (6) months, 
or both. [16 USC 551, 18 USC 3559, 3571 and 3581].  
 
4. This Order supersedes, rescinds, and replaces any previous orders prohibiting the same 
acts covered by this Order. 
 
 
 
Done this    15th   day of     April     , 2009, at Phoenix, Arizona. 

   
 
 
       /s/ Gene Blankenbaker   

GENE BLANKENBAKER 
Forest Supervisor  

 
 


