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It's been more than three decades since the Alaska National Interest Land Conservation Act, or 
ANILCA (ah-nil-ka) was signed into law by President Jimmy Carter – the largest designation of 
conservation units and wilderness areas in U.S. history. 
 
The Forest Service manages 19 Wilderness Areas totaling nearly six million acres within the Tongass 
National Forest, part of the nearly 22 million acres the agency is responsible for in Alaska. In all, 150 
million acres were set aside by the Act. 
 
The sheer size and complexity of the task of managing that much land requires close cooperation 
between several Federal and State agencies. Sally Gibert is the ANILCA Program Coordinator for the 
State of Alaska: 
 
“What is unique about ANILCA in my view is that the size of the areas that were set aside was 
unprecedented, and similarly unprecedented was the number of provisions in ANILCA that allowed 
certain kinds of uses to continue that aren't typically allowed in similar units in the lower 48.” 
 
Stephen Kimball is the Alaska Wilderness Program Manager on the Tongass National Forest: 
 
“ANILCA recognizes that people are an integral part of these landscapes, and that the uses that are 
customary and traditional in Alaska prior to the legislation are really important, and continuing those 
traditional uses was an important aspect of the ANILCA legislation.” 
 
As President Carter remarked at the time, the Act is complicated and imperfect, but has enormous 
benefits. It seeks to protect the unmatched beauty of Alaska's scenic vistas and wildlife while providing 
for traditional hunting and fishing activities within the wilderness units. 
 
“A lot of rural Alaskans really depend on the ability to use the fish and wildlife resources and congress 
wanted to make sure those continued so there's several provisions in the ANILCA law that provide for 
the continued uses for rural Alaskans. There's also provisions for using motorboats and airplanes and 
other forms of transportation that were common prior to 1980.” 
 
As Sally Gibert explains, the biggest challenge - The need to stay focused on why the Act was passed 
more than 30 years ago: 
 
“I think one of the things the state's been most concerned about with ANILCA implementation has been 
the loss of institutional memory and ah, sort of first hand understanding of what congress intended with 
passage of the act.” 
 
The U.S. Forest Service is proud to be caretakers of ANILCA's enduring legacy by protecting critical 
salmon and wildlife habitat as well as clean air and water, and by providing unparalled outdoor 
recreation for all to enjoy for many generations to come. 
 
I'm Bob Belongie in Juneau - for the USDA Forest Service. 


