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Accomplishment  Report for the 
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie

(1 September 1996 -  31 August 1997)

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Midewin continues to enjoy the strong support and involvement of many partners 
as it prepares to begin a comprehensive and collaborative land use planning 
process. Contributions toward this effort include assistance with Geographic 
Information Systems technology, convening stakeholder focus groups, research 
and development of trail system concepts, inventory and strategy development for 
stream restoration and watershed management, and baseline photography.

In anticipation of the actions to be guided by the Land & Resource Management 
Plan, some restoration activities have been initiated. A new Seed Production Area 
was established north of River Road to eventually provide most of the substantial 
amounts of seed and plants from which to restore the prairie. Fifty new acres 
were seeded this year and 9,700 linear feet of forb beds were planted, bringing 
the total number of native plant species in seed production up to 42. Additional 
restoration projects were conducted to protect a rare dolomite prairie ecosystem, 
restore wetlands at Doyle Lake, and improve grassland bird habitat.

Several bird, mammal, insect, and plant surveys were again held at Midewin, 
including the 14th annual grassland bird survey. Populations remain stable, and no 
new species of special concern were discovered this year.

Public access to Midewin remains restricted because of the ongoing salvage 
operations and environmental cleanup being conducted by Army contractors.

Volunteer hours contributed at Midewin increased 25% over last year, with total 
hours exceeding 2,140. Projects included planting and maintaining seed beds, 
biological monitoring, staffing the Midewin display at numerous public events, 
establishing and maintaining an excellent web site, and initiating and publishing a 
bimonthly newsletter. The public tour program using volunteer tour guides was 
halted early in the year, and will be reinitiated next year through the recreation 
fee demonstration program.

Financial investment in Midewin and the Prairie Parklands by 26 corporations, 
organizations, and government agencies, including the Forest Service, totalled 
$4.4 million for FY97, bringing total partnership investment since FY95 to more 
than $10 million by 39 entities.

Midewin sponsored its first Youth Conservation Corps crew, putting six students 
from Wilmington High School to work on ecological restoration projects. The value 
of the students' contribution exceeded $100,000, and a second, larger crew will 
work during the 1998 field season.
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Accomplishment  Report for the 
Midewin National Tallgrass 

Prairie
(1 September 1996 -  31 August 1997)

SECTION 1.0 - STATUS OF THE PLANNING PROCESS

Section 1.1 - Prairie Parklands Macrosite Planning and Consensus Building 
Project - A Partnership Effort of The Conservation Fund and Openlands 
Project.

Prepared by: Cheryl Crupi
The Conservation Fund

The Conservation Fund ( TCF), the United States Forest Service ( USFS), and the 
Openlands Project (OLP) entered into a participatory agreement to facilitate the 
conservation and recreational use of the natural resources of the Midewin 
National Tallgrass Prairie and the Prairie Parklands Macrosite . In particular, TCF 
is lending its expertise and resources in the use of Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) technology to aid in project planning.

Goals:

Facilitate the development of a consensus based plan for Midewin

Provide mapped, scientifically reliable data to project partners to support 
planning

Achievements:

TCF and OLP established and convened meetings of the Midewin Corporate 
Council to explore expanded corporate involvement in the project.

Stakeholder focus groups were convened to develop consensus-based 
planning principles for Midewin and the Macrosite . At least one session was 
held with each of 12 Focus Groups: Sportsmen, Birders, Midewin Prairie 
Alliance Steering Committee, Equestrians, Mobil Oil, Commonwealth 
Edison, Stepan Company, Dow Chemical Company Community Advisory 
Group, Youth Services, Local Government Officials, Cultural Resources, and 
the Will County Center for Economic Development.

An interactive, GIS-based decision support system was developed.

Through planning meetings, additional data needs and sources were 
explored.

Data development proceeded with the help of OLP, Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources ( IDNR), and Duke University's Nicholas School of the 
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Environment.

Maps were provided to USFS, IDNR, OLP, the Midewin Prairie Alliance, 
Audubon society, and others.

Section 1.2 - Greenways Planning

Prepared by: Ders Anderson
Openlands Project

The Midewin Trails Working Group was organized by Openlands Project under a 
memorandum of understanding with the USDA Forest Service. The Trails Working 
Group's primary task was to identify issues and offer insights and suggestions 
related to the future development and use of trails at Midewin. The Trails 
Working Group was composed of representatives of various open space planning 
agencies and trails support organizations including: the Forest Preserve District 
of Will County, the Will County Planning and Development Department, the 
Prairie Parkland Alliance, Openlands Project, the Northeastern Illinois Planning 
Commission, the League of Illinois Bicyclists, Illinois Trail Riders, and the Illinois 
Association of Snowmobile Clubs. Additional guidance was also provided by the 
Western DuPage Special Recreation Association with regard to providing facilities 
and experiences for the disabled community.

Three different trail concepts were developed for Midewin. One concept involved 
accessing the trail system from perimeter parking areas. This included locating 
primary interpretation facilities close to the perimeter to serve the majority of 
visitors. Due to Midewin's size, the majority of visitors (including all age groups, 
levels of ability, and fitness) would be unable to see much of Midewin under this 
design concept.

The remaining design concepts involved the use of a delivery system operated 
for the Forest Service by a subcontractor. The second design concept used the 
existing road beds and certain railbeds for rubber-wheeled shuttles. These 
shuttles would pick up passengers at several perimeter parking locations and 
then deliver them to 10-15 discharge points throughout the prairie. At these 
points, visitors would embark on different types of trail systems and have a 
choice of looping back to a shuttle pickup point, heading back to the perimeter 
parking areas, or choosing a long trail experience. The third design concept 
would also create a similar shuttle system by establishing rail service on an 
internal rail loop with drop-off sites similar to those in the second concept.

The second concept is a system increasingly used in large park areas throughout 
the country. The rail concept was felt to be compatible with the prairie landscape 
from a historical perspective, but would involve identifying a steam railroad 
organization to partner in establishing this type of operation. The rail concept 
would probably attract more people to Midewin, resulting in a broader 
educational impact.

There are many possible experiences which could be included in the internal trail 
system, such as observation and interpretation of bird habitat, prairie 
restoration, stream restoration, wetlands restoration, seasonal landscape 
differences, cultural history. Trail-oriented recreational activities and 
participation in volunteer stewardship would all be hallmarks of a visit to 
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Midewin.

The Trails Working Group plans to issue its preliminary report in late September.

Section 1.3 - Stream Restoration Planning

Prepared by: Kent Taylor
Openlands Project

Openlands Project initiated development of a Streams and Watershed 
Management Strategy to assist the USDA Forest Service in preparing the Land 
and Resources Management Plan ( LRMP) for the MNTP. The primary goals for the 
management strategy are to rehabilitate and enhance aquatic biodiversity; 
protect and improve water quality; and provide watershed awareness, education, 
and water-dependent recreation for the water resources of the Midewin 
watershed.

The planning phase for the Midewin watershed project began in October 1996. 
The planning phase included steps to:

Determine baseline conditions and uses of the streams of the Midewin 
watershed

Inventory the water resource problems and land uses affecting the streams 
within the Midewin watershed

Evaluate the types and severity of all factors which may be affecting water 
quality and aquatic habitat in the watershed (examples include point source 
discharges, erosion, and livestock access to the streams)

Determine alternative measures needed to protect and improve water 
quality and aquatic biodiversity

Prepare a recommended program for implementation of the management 
strategy

Steps 1-4 have been completed. Step 5 is to be used in conjunction with the 
development of the Midewin's LRMP.

Section 1.4 - Baseline Photography

Prepared by: Jerry Adelman
Openlands Project

Photographer Terry Evans continued her comprehensive photo documentation of 
the former Joliet Arsenal from October 1996 to August 1997. During this period, 
she made two aerial trips over the Arsenal in order to secure landscape 
overviews. She continued to document the agricultural history of the property, 
focusing on farm building foundations, pasture lands, and cattle grazing. The set 
of photographs also included images of Hoff Woods Cemetery and the Indian 
burial mound. Terry not only completed the requirement of her contract, but 
contributed substantial time and financial resources beyond the scope of the 
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project.

Section 1.5 - Wetland Restoration

Prepared by: Don Hey
The Wetlands Initiative

Low-level aerial photography is still needed in order to begin the planned work 
for The Wetlands Initiative. Existing plans are to have the wetland resources for 
Midewin identified and evaluated during the 1997 field season with completion of 
the final report expected by the end of the 1997 calendar year. Completion of the 
field work and final report are dependent upon the availability of the low-level 
aerial photography.

Section 1.6 - Status of NEPA/NFMA Planning

Prepared by: Karen Nash
USDA Forest Service, Planning Team Leader

A planning team leader was added to the Midewin staff in April 1997. The 
primary responsibility of the position is the coordination and development of the 
Land and Resource Management Plan. Extensive coordination has taken place 
with many organizations such as the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, 
The Conservation Fund, Openlands Project, and the Chicago Wilderness, to work 
with their employees, members, and special interest, focus groups for purposes 
of identifying preliminary issues that will need to be addressed in the planning 
process. To date, coordination and communications of some type have taken 
place with over 100 organizations. These initial contacts and the information 
obtained from them help to serve as a basis for the draft communication 
strategy currently being developed.

At this point in the planning process, the communication strategy is being 
developed to carry Midewin through the publication of the Notice of Intent to 
write a Land and Resource Management Plan. The communication strategy is 
dynamic and will be changed or amended, as necessary, throughout the planning 
process. Discussions have taken place with other National Forests and the 
Regional Office to begin the development of the communication strategy. Once 
the strategy is reviewed and accepted at the Regional Office, comments on the 
strategy will be solicited from the public and any further refinements made. 
Completion of the communication strategy for the Notice of Intent phase is 
expected at the end of fiscal year 1997 or beginning of fiscal year of 1998, with 
the publication of the Notice of Intent to follow in fiscal year 1998.
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Accomplishment  Report for the 
Midewin National Tallgrass 

Prairie
(1 September 1996 -  31 August 1997)

SECTION 2.0 RESTORATION ACTIVITIES

Section 2.1 - Seed Production Areas

Prepared by: Eric Ulaszek
USDA Forest Service, Horticulturist

A tremendous amount of native plant seed, rootstock, and plugs will be 
required for restoration/reconstruction activities at MNTP. Because these needs 
cannot be met through partnerships or private contracts, seed production areas 
are being created at several locations on site. These seed production areas are 
being established using plant materials (seedlings or plants) of appropriate 
provenance. Seeds harvested from these plantings will be used in 
restoration/reconstruction projects, or used to grow plugs for planting at 
special sites, where further care is practical.

Grass seed production fields  and forb seed production beds  are two methods 
being used to produce sufficient seeds for restoration/ reconstruction activities 
at MNTP.

Grass seed production fields are planted (with a seed drill or broadcaster) with 
one species of native grass. When the plantings are mature, relatively pure 
seed can be harvested from these fields for inclusion in restoration mixes 
tailored for specific sites. As of August 31, 1997, pure stands of five prairie 
grass species (big bluestem, little bluestem, side-oats grama, switch grass, 
and Canada wild-rye) were seeded into 6 fields totalling approximately 50 
acres. An additional 40 acres will be seeded with little bluestem before winter. 
All grass seed production fields planted in 1997 are in the MNTP's seed 
production area, located north of New River Road.

Forb seed production beds are linear beds 7 feet wide and from 50 to 1,200 
feet long. The individual beds are planted by hand with rootstock or plugs of 
one forb species. Some grasses are being planted in these beds, primarily 
species difficult to establish as grass seed production fields. Once the plants 
are established, seed can be effectively collected from these beds with 
mechanical harvesters or by hand. Forb seed production beds are established 
at the administrative site (1,250 feet in 1997), along Chicago Road (3,000 feet 
in 1997), and at the MNTP Seed Production Area (6,760 feet in 1997). At the 
seed production area, a minimum of 68 acres will be committed to forb seed 
production beds. As of August 31, 1997, slightly over 9,700 feet of beds had 
been planted with plugs or rootstock. Planting of an additional 330 feet remains 
to be completed before September 20, 1997. Twenty-six species of prairie 
forbs and six species of prairie graminoids were planted in forb production 
beds in 1997. This brings the total number of species in seed production up to 
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42 native plant species.

Section 2.2 - Ducks Unlimited Projects

Prepared by: Bob Hoffman
Ducks Unlimited

Partnerships have been and continue to be, the driving force behind the 
realization of the vision of Midewin. Ducks Unlimited has been one of the 
leaders in the restoration, conservation and protection of wetlands and wetland 
habitat. The MNTP is situated at the confluence of the Kankakee and DesPlaines 
Rivers where they form the Illinois River. This important flyway is an integral 
part of the Great Lakes Joint Venture Area, as designated by the North 
American Waterfowl Management Plan.

In 1997, Ducks Unlimited has taken a leadership role in partnership with the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, The Conservation Fund, Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources and USFS in developing the Doyle Lake Wetland Restoration 
Project at Midewin. The Doyle Lake wetland complex encompasses 
approximately 150 acres within the 19,000-acre MNTP. Conversion to 
agricultural crop production have resulted in significant alteration of the natural 
hydrology at Midewin. The Doyle Lake Wetland Restoration Project involves the 
restoration of natural water level fluctuations on Doyle Lake and adjacent 
wetlands through the construction of earthen berms and installation of water 
control structures. Upland areas surrounding the wetland complex will be 
restored to native tallgrass prairie communities to provide additional habitat 
and cover. This is consistent with the Illinois Land Conservation Act of 1995. 
Benefits of this project, to be implemented this coming autumn, will accrue not 
only to waterfowl and other wildlife, but also water quality, flood control, and 
ground water recharge. This project will also increase the opportunity to 
provide educational and recreational benefits to local residents and visitors to 
the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie.

Section 2.3 - Restoration Projects

Prepared by: William Glass and Eric Ulaszek
IDNR, District Heritage Biologist and USDA Forest Service, Horticulturist

Natural Community Restoration

A 165-acre tract was protected from cattle grazing by the installation of a 
3,000-foot solar electric fence. This tract includes Drummond Dolomite Prairie, 
an approximately 100-acre mosaic of wet and wet/ mesic dolomite prairie and 
sedge meadow. Dolomite prairie is one of the rarest natural communities in 
North America. Some of the best remaining examples are at MNTP. The fence 
was funded through an EPA 319 grant.

Approximately 5 acres of natural sedge meadow/wet prairie were restored 
through removal of small woody plants. The dense woody vegetation was 
altering the hydrology and reducing light available to the native vegetation. 
Removal of these woody plants will increase light available to herbaceous 
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species and reduce ground water lost to transpiration by woody plants. This 
project was funded through an EPA 319 grant.

Grassland Bird Habitat Improvement

A 273-acre tract was removed from row crop production to provide habitat for 
grassland birds. The tract was planted in Kentucky bluegrass and redtop 
grasses and will be supplemented with red and Ladino clovers this fall. Once 
establishment of the grasses and clovers is complete, this tract will be linked 
to an additional 402 acres of cool-season grasses and legumes. The entire 675 
acres will be grazed to provide a large habitat for area-sensitive grassland bird 
species requiring short grass habitat.

Several tracts totaling approximately 814 acres were removed from grazing 
and left idle for area-sensitive grassland birds requiring tall grass habitat. 
Haying was permitted after the breeding season to control woody 
encroachment.

Wetland Restoration

Two wet areas occurring on hydric soils within prairie grass seed production 
fields, are being allowed to revegetate with native wetland herbs and 
graminoids. Collapse of drainage tiles and blockage of an adjacent drainage 
ditch by beavers have restored suitable hydrology to both sites. Both sites, 
totalling 9.9 acres, were in row crops until 1996; they are now dominated by 
early-successional , wetland species. The surrounding fields have been planted 
with native warm-season prairie grasses, primarily big bluestem.
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Accomplishment  Report for the 
Midewin National Tallgrass 

Prairie
(1 September 1996 -  31 August 1997)

SECTION 3.0 INFRASTRUCTURE STATUS

Section 3.1 - Lease Conversions

Prepared by: Jerry Larson
USDA Forest Service, Recreation Forester

Row crop, hay, and grazing were the three types of agricultural leases 
transferred from the U.S. Army to the USFS. The lessees accepted the transfer 
to permits, with the exception of one grazing and three row crop leases. All 
four of these leases were rested. One cattle lease was eliminated to establish 
wetland/prairie restoration, and one row crop lease was eliminated to establish 
a seed production area. One row crop lease was eliminated and planted to 
cold-season grasses to provide habitat for sandpipers. One hay lease was 
eliminated, as it was being considered for development as a picnic area. Two 
expired grazing leases were converted to hay production until a new fence can 
be installed. These will be returned to grazing after fences are constructed. 
Three grazing leases were suspended due to resource damage. Two recovered 
and were returned to grazing. The other lease remains suspended.

Special Use 
Permits

Row Crops Grazing Hayfields

Number 37 17 11 9

Total Dollars $845,404.82 $757,232.86 $47,849.02 $40,322.93

Section 3.2 - Recreation Fee Demonstration

Prepared by: Pat Thrasher & Pat Welch
USDA Forest Service, Public Affairs Specialist
USDA Forest Service, Recreation Planner

The Forest Service is authorized to charge reasonable entrance and user fees at 
the MNTP under both the Illinois Land Conservation Act of 1995 and the 
Omnibus Consolidated Rescissions and Appropriation Act of 1996. It has been 
determined that the Recreation Fee Demonstration Program provisions take 
precedence over the fee authorities contained in the Midewin Legislation. Based 
on that determination, MNTP and Shawnee National Forest staff formed a team 
to develop a business plan to implement the provisions of the Recreation Fee 
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Demonstration authority and a companion communications strategy. The 
completed business plan covers FY 1997 through FY99 and proposed to initiate 
fee collection by providing guided bus tours, parking areas and picnicking 
facilities. These plans are currently under review.

Section 3.3 - Engineering Projects

Prepared by: Kris Smith
USDA Forest Service, Staff Engineer

A preliminary review and condition survey was conducted of the roads under 
Forest Service jurisdiction. This work will be coordinated with long-term 
Transportation Planning scheduled for FY98.

An indefinite delivery contract for Architectural/Engineering services was 
awarded to Zambrana Engineering, Inc., of St. Louis, and the first delivery 
order was issued for inspections and scour analyses on two bridges.

The Regional Transportation, Dams, and Bridges Engineers, along with Midewin 
staff, visited Midewin to review roads, bridges, dams, and other infrastructure. 
Among their findings, it was determined that three bridges will need to be 
replaced. Design for these structures is planned for FY98 and construction is 
planned for FY99 or as funding is available.

The contract package and solicitation for the new perimeter fence for the 
planned Administrative Site were completed. The contract was awarded in 
September 1997.

The contract package and solicitation were completed for three hunter parking 
areas along New River Road and employee parking at the Seed Production 
Area. The bids were opened August 1997 and the contract awarded in 
September.

A concept plan, including buildings, landscaping, roads, and sidewalks, was 
completed for the Administrative Site. Buildings include a Machine Shed (metal 
storage shed for tractors, seed harvesters, and similar equipment), a Multi-Use 
Building (office space, laboratories, etc.), and an Administrative Office to house 
Midewin NTP employees. Future additions to the site include greenhouses and 
shadehouses. In addition to the buildings, there will be utility work, new septic 
system, roads, sidewalks, landscaping, etc. A contract was prepared and 
solicited for the Machine Shed and the Multi-Use Building. Bids received by the 
first deadline of September 1997 were non-responsive; the contract will be split 
and resolicited  in FY98. The design for the additional buildings and site work is 
ongoing. Construction will occur in FY98 and FY99 as funds are available.
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Accomplishment  Report for the 
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie

(1 September 1996 -  31 August 1997)

SECTION 4.0 BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENTS

Section 4.1 - Grassland Bird Monitoring Update

Prepared by: Jim Herkert
Illinois Endangered Species Protection Board

A research project by the Illinois Natural History Survey and Illinois Endangered 
Species Protection Board providing nesting success and estimates on population 
sizes of grassland birds continued in 1997. In 1997, point count censusing at 
Midewin was restricted to points at which Henslow's sparrows had been detected 
during either 1995 or 1996. No Henslow's sparrows were detected at these points in 
1997. However, two to three Henslow's sparrows were found at other locations 
within Midewin this year.

In addition to the regular point count censusing, a project designed to study the 
possible effects roads have on the abundance of breeding birds at the Midewin and 
other grasslands in Illinois was initiated. These data have not yet been analyzed.

Nest searching efforts this year were focused mostly on the fields west of Route 53. 
Slightly more than 200 nests were found this summer. Dickcissel  nests were the 
most common nests found with more than 50 nest locations documented. About 25 
grasshopper sparrow and eastern meadowlark nests were found this year along 
with 20 bobolink nests. One notable find was a nest of blue grosbeaks. The level of 
nest parasitism by brown-headed cowbirds was again very low in 1997. Table 4.1-1 
summarizes the 1997 status of some bird species that are considered species of 
special concern.

Table 4.1-1. Species of Special Concern

Species Status1 Population2

Upland Sandpiper Grassland Bird/Endangered 53 individuals/1 nest

Bobolink
Grassland Bird/Area 
Sensitive

1000 individuals/20 nests

Eastern Meadowlark Grassland Bird 1250 individuals/25 nests

Grasshopper Sparrow Grassland Bird 1450 individuals/25 nests

Dickcissel Grassland Bird 500 individuals/>50 nests
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Loggerhead Shrike Grassland Bird/Threatened 12 individuals/6 nests

Henslow's Sparrow Grassland Bird/Endangered 5 individuals

Great Blue Heron Colonial Nesting Bird 8 individuals/4 nests

Pied-billed Grebe Wetland Bird/Threatened 2 individuals

Glade Quillwort

Isoetes butleri
Endangered Plant > 100 individuals

1---listed species are state listed

2---estimated population size for birds/known nests

Section 4.2 - Insect Base Line Survey Work

Prepared by: Ron Panzer
Northeastern Illinois University

A baseline survey of the leafhoppers, froghoppers, butterflies and macro moths 
within Midewin has been initiated. This project is being funded by the IDNR and 
USFS and performed by Northeastern Illinois University. The project objectives 
include: (1) documentation of pre-restoration and pre-reconstruction status and 
distribution of both conservative and nonconservative  species richness, and (2) 
comparison of relative population densities for 15 indicator species (5 exotics, 5 
landscape-dwelling natives, and 5 remnant-requiring native species). Both of these 
objectives will be used to judge the effectiveness of natural community restoration 
and reconstruction. Many uncommon, prairie-dependent insect species have been 
recorded within the boundaries of MNTP.

Section 4.3 - Biological Inventories and Research

Prepared by: William Glass
IDNR, District Heritage Biologist

Avian Inventories and Research

Nesting, migrating and wintering birds were surveyed throughout the period. A 
spring bird count held on May 10th provided migratory bird information. Seven 
volunteers and 3 staff members participated and found 85 species including 2 
Illinois threatened species and 3 Illinois endangered species. During the breeding 
season, the 14th annual grassland bird survey was held on May 12th through May 
14th, along with loggerhead shrike and heron rookery surveys provided information 
on breeding birds of Midewin. This data is presented in Table 4.1-1 along with the 
avian research data.
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Anuran Surveys

Frog and toad surveys were conducted on the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 
during the Spring and Summer 1997 for the second year. Data was collected during 
5 survey nights beginning in early April and ending in mid-June to best capture 
peak calling activity for Illinois frogs and toads. A total of 8 species was recorded 
for the 1997 survey ( Table 4.3-1).

Table 4.3-1. Anuran species heard calling during 1996 Frog and Toad Surveya

----------------- Survey Dates ----------------

Species April 10th May 1st May 21st
June 18th 

& June 
19th

W. Chorus Frog (Pseudacris  
triseriata )

X X X X

American Toad ( Bufo americanus) X X

Northern Leopard Frog (Rana 
pipiens)

X X X

Spring Peeper (Hyla crucifer) X

Cricket Frog (Acris blanchardi) X X

Bullfrog (Rana catesbeiana) X

Green Frog (Rana melanota) X

Gray Treefrog  (Hyla versicolor ) X

a Two survey routes were established totaling 34 miles. Each route contained 18 
stops spaced at ½ mile to 1 mile intervals. Counts began 1 hour after sunset and 
continued until all stops were surveyed. Anuran species heard calling during a 5-10 
minute period were recorded for each stop using an index of calling activity (1=an 
individual calling; 2=more than 1 individual, calls did not overlap; and 3=several 
individuals, calls overlapping).

Aquatic Assessments and Inventories

Aquatic sampling to create a Macroinvertebrate  Biotic Index ( MBI) was conducted 
on 6/11/97 for Jackson Creek and a new site at Prairie Creek. Sites established in 
1996 at Prairie Creek and Grant Creek were resurveyed on the same date. Table 
4.3-2 summarizes this data. The MBI will provide the necessary baseline data for 
use in the upcoming land and resource management planning process ( LMP) and 
will provide a means of monitoring stream restoration.
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A survey of the aquatic fungi was made at two locations on Prairie Creek by 
personnel with Eastern Illinois University, one above and one below the dam at 
Kemery Lake. A total of 11 genera representing 3 divisions of zoosporic  fungi was 
collected. This information adds to the baseline data being collected to help make 
management decisions.

Table 4.3-2. Macroinvertebrate Biotic Index (MBI)

Stream Study Site MBI

Grant Creek
T 33N, R 9E, SW 1/4, NW 

1/4, Sec. 2
* 5.39

Jackson Creek
T34N, R9E, NW 1/4, SE 

1/4, Sec 24
*4.90

Prairie Creek -East
T33N, R9E, SW 1/4, NW 

1/4, Sec. 8
*5.25

Prairie Creek-West
T 33N, R 9E, NW 1/4, NE 

1/4, Sec. 11
* 5.30

* MBI (developed by IL EPA):
< 6 = Good H2O quality, 6.1-7.5 = Fair H2O quality, 7.6-8.9 = Poor H2O 
quality, and > or = 9.0 = Very Poor H2O quality

Mammalian Surveys

A spring spotlight mammal survey was conducted for Will County, including the 
Midewin. Bob Massey, a Illinois Department of Natural Resources wildlife biologist, 
conducted the study on April 16, 1997. The survey indicated the occurrence of six 
mammalian species on site. Table 4.3-3 summarizes data for spring of 1995 thru 
1997. According to the survey, the status of the raccoon population in Will County 
seems to be increasing compared to previous years. However, raccoon sightings on 
the Midewin have decreased.

Table 4.3-3. Mammal species and their abundances recorded during spotlight 
surveys at the Midewin in the spring of 1995-spring of 1997.

SPECIES 1995 1996 1997

Raccoons 17 13 9

Deer 188 127 148

Rabbits 9 18 1

Cats 0 0 1

Oppossums 0 1 1

Coyotes 0 1 1

Skunks 0 3 0

Invertebrate Surveys
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Portions of Midewin were searched by the Illinois State Museum for the federally 
endangered Hine's emerald dragonfly. The first year of a inventory of the jumping 
spiders of Midewin was initiated by the College of St. Francis. Goals of this study 
are to inventory the jumping spiders of Midewin, identify sites for long-term 
monitoring for judging the effectiveness of restoration and design a strategy for 
evaluation of remnant- dependance in jumping spiders.

New Discoveries

No new discoveries of state or federal plants and animals were made on Midewin in 
1997. An expanded population of the state endangered glade quillwort  (Isoetes 
butleri) was located on Midewin. Populations of the glade quillwort  and slender 
sandwort were found on adjacent Mobil Oil Corporation property. Two state listed 
plant species (running buffalo clover and white ladies slipper) were found at the 
IDNR's adjoining Des Plaines Conservation Area. Similar habitat exists on the 
Midewin and more extensive searches may turn up these two species. State 
endangered northern harriers were again seen at Midewin after an absence of 
several years. Table 4.1-1 summarizes population estimates of significant new 
discoveries at Midewin.

Section 4.4 - Chicago Field Museum of Natural History Survey

Prepared by: Cathy Geraghty
Field Museum of Natural History

In June, the Field Museum began work on a Rapid Assessment Program with 
funding by the IDNR at Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie. The project is modeled 
after the successful, international Rapid Assessment Program (RAP), developed by 
Conservation International and the Field Museum . The Illinois RAP will produce 
assessment of current conditions of the sample sites, help select sites for long-term 
monitoring or restoration activities and evaluate priority sites for additional 
protection and management. Initially three sites have been sampled at Midewin: 
Drummond Dolomite Prairie, Grant Creek Prairie and Jackson Creek Seeps. The 
number of sample sites will increase in the future. Sampling for bryophytes, 
vascular flora, fungi, birds, amphibians, reptiles, mollusks, rove beetles, and 
spiders has started. This work will expand the baseline data for Midewin and help 
monitor restoration and reconstruction efforts in the future.

Section 4.5 - GPS Capabilities

Prepared by: Jamie Christensen and Linda Sasamoto
USDA Forest Service, GIS Specialist
USDA Forest Service, GIS/Computer Coordinator

GPS Capabilities

Global Positioning Systems (GPS) use dozens of existing Department of Defense 
satellites to determine the latitude, longitude and altitude of any location on Earth. 
GPS are being used at Midewin to help digitally map critical areas on the property. 
These units have been used to gather data about seed production beds, wetlands 
degradation, cultural resources and endangered species. With the help of GPS, 
Midewin has been able to make efficient, accurate, and informed management 
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decisions. Midewin owns five handheld Trimble GPS units, which can capture a 
given location with an accuracy of two or three meters.

GIS Capabilities

Using the latest Geographical Information Systems (GIS) software, Midewin is 
creating a powerful set of user-friendly land management tools. In May of this 
year, high and low-level digital orthophotos were flown for the entire site and much 
of the surrounding area. With the help of these photographs, Midewin will be able to 
pinpoint any location on site to within one foot. In addition, these data will help 
Midewin calculate native vegetation, soils, hedge rows, roads, streams and dozens 
of other geographic layers.

Working with The Conservation Fund and Duke University, Midewin has developed a 
Decision Support Model, which allows users to see what potential management 
decisions would actually look like on the property and how they might be affected 
by critical geographic features like soils, species habitat, and existing land use. The 
Decision Support Model boasts a user friendly interface, making Midewin's GIS 
accessible and easy to use.

Section 4.6 - Miscellaneous Research Projects

Prepared by: Eric Ulazsek  and William Glass
USDA Forest Service, Horticulturist
IDNR, District Heritage Biologist

Habitat Suitability Indexes and Biological Assessments

Biological assessments were completed by contractors (Max McGraw Wildlife 
Foundation, Eastern Illinois University, Illinois Natural History Survey, Northeastern 
Illinois University and Illinois Endangered Species Protection Board) for thirteen 
bird species, six invertebrates, one frog and three fish species (see Table 4.6-1). 
These biological assessments include general information on the species, its habitat 
requirements, population ecology, management recommendations, and monitoring 
protocols. Habitat suitability indexes were completed by contractors for five bird 
species. These indexes provide detailed information on the evaluation of breeding 
season habitat. Both the assessments and indexes will help in the planning the 
management for each specific species and suites of species, where a species is 
representative of a group of species using a specific habitat.

Table 4.6-1. Biological Assessments and Habitat Suitability Indexes

Species
Biological 
Assessment

Habitat Suitability 
Index

Upland Sandpiper (Bird) X

Grasshopper Sparrow (Bird) X

Henslow's Sparrow (Bird) X
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Northern Harrier (Bird) X

Bobolink (Bird) X X

Virginia Rail (Bird) X

Sora (Bird) X

Yellow Warbler (Bird) X

Orchard Oriole (Bird) X

Scarlet Tanager (Bird) X

Field Sparrow (Bird) X

Gray Catbird (Bird) X

Warbling Vireo (Bird) X

Ellipse (Mussel) X

Creek Heelsplitter (Mussel) X

Northern Leopard Frog X

Slender Madtom (Fish) X

Orangethroat Darter (Fish) X

Northern Hogsucker (Fish) X

Prairie Dock Root Borer (Insect) X

Prairie Leafhopper (Insect) X

Two-spotted Skipper (Insect) X

Black Dash X

Federal Endangered and Threatened Species Reintroduction Feasibility Study

A feasibility study on the reintroduction of five federally listed species is being 
performed by Zambrana Engineering, Inc. The endangered leafy prairie clover and 
threatened Mead's milkweed, prairie bush clover, lakeside daisy and eastern prairie 
white fringed orchid are being considered for reintroduction. The project will 
develop the autecology and life history of each species, protocols for restoration, 
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restoration potential of each species at Midewin, and the development of monitoring 
methods and criteria for evaluating restoration success.

Vegetation Monitoring

Thirty permanent monitoring plots were established in representative vegetation 
types between September 1, 1996 and August 31, 1997 at MNTP. These plots will be 
used to assess vegetation change as management, restoration, and reconstruction 
activities commence. Field work is done by MNTP staff (both FS and IDNR 
personnel) with some assistance by volunteers. The plot centers will be marked 
with an aluminum conduit stake, sunk to ground level, and a magnetic tag to aid in 
location of plots with a metal detector. Plot centers will also be located with a GPS 
unit.

The plots are 0.1 hectare circular plots. Plot location is determined randomly within 
landscape units that were relatively homogeneous with regards to vegetation, soils, 
topography, hydrology, and disturbance history. Data are being collected on trees, 
saplings, shrubs and seedlings, and herbaceous cover within each plot. Species and 
diameter breast height ( DBH) are recorded for all trees (woody stems > 10cm 
DBH) within the plot. Species and DBH is recorded for all saplings (woody stems < 
10cm DBH, but > 1cm DBH) within a 0.04 hectare subplot. Species and number of 
stems were recorded for all shrubs and seedlings (woody stems < 1cm DBH) within 
a 0.01 hectare subplot. Herbaceous cover was recorded, by species, within 32 
one-quarter square meter quadrats that were located in a stratified random pattern 
within each plot. Finally, all vascular plant species present were listed for each 
plot. Additional plots (approximately forty) are being established after August 31, 
1997. Data collection will continue into the winter, weather permitting.

Exotic Plant Species

No new exotic plant species of immediate management concern were discovered at 
MNTP during the 1997 growing season. Field hawkweed ( Hieracium  pratense), a 
Eurasian herb known to invade natural grasslands to the east and north of Illinois, 
was observed in several roadsides at MNTP in 1997. Large stands of dame's-rocket 
(Hesperis  matronalis ) were observed in May 1997 along roadsides in the Joliet 
Army Training Area, immediately north of MNTP. This Eurasian mustard is known to 
invade floodplain forests and grasslands, and may spread into MNTP along 
roadsides or via the Jackson Creek corridor.
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Accomplishment  Report for the 
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie

(1 September 1996 -  31 August 1997)

SECTION 5.0 HUMAN RESOURCES PROGRAM 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Section 5.1 - Volunteer Accomplishments

Prepared by: Chris Dinesen Rogers
USDA Forest Service, Volunteer Coordinator

Volunteer hours invested increased over last year with 175 individuals actively 
involved in projects at Midewin. This is an increase of 25% over last year. Total 
number of volunteer hours exceeded 2,140 hours. Volunteers averaged a 12-hour 
investment per volunteer. This is up from 11 hours last year. Hour contribution 
breaks down as follows in Table 5.1.1:

Table 5.1.1. Breakdown of volunteer hours by category.

Category of Contribution Total Hrs.

Workday/Stewardship 724

Computers, Communication 753

Tour Guides 136

Biological Monitoring/Training 527

TOTAL 2140

Additional volunteers were recruited via a more aggressive public outreach program 
that included presentation of a staffed display at 2 miscellaneous public events, 3 
county fairs, and 2 state fairs. Follow-up included contacting interested individuals by 
mail with additional information and a workday schedule. In addition, communication 
with current volunteers was greatly enhanced by regular mailings, creation of a 
volunteer newsletter, creation of an e-mail mailing list, and maintenance of a web 
site.

In order to streamline volunteer activities and database creation, a volunteer survey 
form was created. All volunteers were sent a copy of the form. This form queries the 
individual/group on the type of activities that they would like to participate in as well 
as their experience level. Additional requested information includes times available, 
e-mail address, and a preference regarding involvement in a leadership capacity. 
This information is then entered in a database where volunteers can be solicited for 
specific project requests. All new inquiries receive this form. New volunteers are 
entered in the database/mailing list only after returning this form or attending a 
volunteer event. Currently, there are over 500 people on the mailing list.

Tours
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Changes marked the tour program during FY97. The tour outline was updated to 
reflect a more comprehensive overview of Midewin. Two training sessions were 
offered to tour guides, new staff, and volunteers indicating an interest in tours on 
their survey forms. Over the 2 sessions, 33 volunteers participated in training. Since 
that time, however, tours have been curtailed until a formal tour program is 
developed.

Some tours were given prior to the cutoff date and in a limited capacity thereafter. 
During FY97, 54 tours attended by 976 individuals were presented. This is down 25% 
from last year. All of these tours were scheduled for private groups. Those tours 
after June 1997 were associated with the planning process. These planning-related 
tours were given 95% of the time by Midewin staff. In addition, 20 off-site 
presentations were given by the Midewin staff, reaching 527 individuals with the 
Midewin story.

Workdays

Volunteers planted 2,000 linear feet of seed beds, planting about 26,000 plants. Also, 
volunteers worked on maintenance beds constructed last year. This work included 
weeding, mulching, and other miscellaneous duties. Work on the seed production 
area at River Road was also part of workday activities.

Miscellaneous

A number of miscellaneous activities/projects were conducted throughout FY97, 
totaling 1,314 hours. Volunteers were recruited for specific activities via the 
database/survey form information. Other volunteers were contacted via mail, e-mail, 
newsletter, and newspaper for participation. The public outreach activities relied 
heavily on volunteer participation. These volunteers staffed the Midewin display at 
public events, answered questions and provided information for visitors. The Midewin 
display itself was designed by a volunteer. Basic fire training was also offered for the 
first time for volunteers to participate in fall burns in FY98. A summary of these 
activities follows in Table 5.1.2.

Table 5.1.2 Summary of miscellaneous volunteer activities and hours for FY97.

Project/Activity No. of Volunteers Volunteer Hours

Newsletter 7 156

Web Site 2 112

Road show Display 1 320

Office/Clerical 5 163

Spring Bird Count 8 34

Watering/Maintenance Projects 4 17

Basic Fire Training 29 512

Section 5.2 - Midewin Web Site

Prepared by: Chris Dinesen Rogers
USDA Forest Service, Volunteer Coordinator
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The Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie went on-line this spring with a web site. 
Webmaster for the site is Wendy Liles, a longtime volunteer with Midewin. Ms. Liles 
is a professional web site consultant, who donated her time and services to the 
creation and maintenance of the web site.

The site gives the user a broad overview of Midewin. History of the creation of 
Midewin as well as cultural history are included in the site. Potential volunteers can 
peruse the site to learn about volunteer opportunities and view a workday schedule. 
A press archive is included with the site, providing a general newspaper bibliography 
of stories directly related to Midewin as well as articles related to prairie restoration. 
The Prairie Telegraph , the volunteer newsletter, is available for downloading. 
Up-to-date planning process information can be found on-line as well as a hotkey to 
sending e-mail to staff. Links to other prairie sites as well as the IDNR site and 
locations for detailed press articles and the Acrobat Reader for viewing the 
newsletter are located on the web site.

Ms. Liles and Forest Service staff are currently in the process of expanding cultural 
resource materials and putting together a volunteer task group to assist in site 
maintenance. The web site address is: http:// www.fs.fed.us /mntp/

Section 5.3 - Midewin Newsletter--the Prairie Telegraph

Prepared by: Chris Dinesen Rogers
USDA Forest Service, Volunteer Coordinator

In March 1997, a team of 6 volunteers and Forest Service staff published the first 
issue of the Prairie Telegraph , the newsletter of the volunteers and friends of the 
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie. The newsletter is financially supported by the 
Midewin Tallgrass Prairie Alliance, a non-profit association of individuals and 
organizations supporting Midewin.

The newsletter will be published 6 times a year. It includes up-to-date planning 
information, a workday calendar as well as articles of general interest regarding 
Midewin and the former Joliet Arsenal contributed by staff and volunteers. The 
Midewin Tallgrass Prairie Alliance contributes materials specific to their association. 
Jane Jones, volunteer, is editor of the publication. The Prairie Telegraph  reaches over 
650 individuals and organizations, including all volunteers, all Forest Service regional 
offices, national forests, and ranger districts.

Section 5.4 - Heritage Resources

Prepared by: Mary McCorvie
USDA Forest Service

General Program Responsibilities

The Heritage Resource Program has continued to provide support services to other 
programs on the MNTP, including ecosystem management, recreation, engineering, 
and lands. In addition, Heritage will continue to fulfill and expand its own program 
responsibilities. These are generally related to public outreach, education, and 
information. It also facilitates scientific research internally and with partners 
whenever possible at only appropriate locations. For example, we provide 

Page 3



Midewin Natl Tallgrass Prairie: 1997 Accomplishment Report - Human Resources Program Accomplishments

recreational experiences to the public by hosting public outreach programs such as 
Passport in Time. Although this is a justifiable end in its own right, the fieldwork 
conducted on these projects has the added benefit of contributing information 
regarding National Register eligibility.

The past year, the Heritage Program submitted two short forms in compliance of

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 ( NRHP). It has also 
worked toward solving problems regarding other areas included in the NRHP such as 
building rehabilitation and disposal. The Heritage Program is complying with Section 
110 of NRHP by nominating Plenemuk Mound to the National Register of Historic 
Places.

The Heritage Program has also instituted a monitoring program. Monitoring known 
archaeological sites for vandalism is an important aspect of this monitoring program. 
In addition, it is also necessary to monitor past undertakings for adherence to SHPO 
concurrence.

Public Outreach

As part of the Forest Service's National Recreation Strategy, the Passport in Time 
(PIT) program was developed out of the American public's tremendous interest in its 
history. Many sites significant to our nation's history are located on National Forest 
lands. This year's six-day, PIT project at Midewin will have approximately 30 
volunteers and will log nearly 800 volunteer hours.

Aside from hosting volunteer projects, another important aspect of public outreach is 
making people aware of the history inherent in the grounds of the MNTP. 
Lectures/talks were tiven at local civic groups including the Wilmington Historical 
Society, the Grundy County Historical Society, and a Memorial Day talk at the 
Empress Casino.

In addition to the above mentioned outreach projects, the Archaeological Resources 
Protection Act of 1979 ( ARPA) mandates that "...each Federal land manager shall 
establish a program to increase public awareness of the significance of the 
archaeological resources located on public lands and Indian lands and the need to 
protect such resources." In compliance with this act, the MNTP co-sponsors Illinois 
Archaeology Awareness Week. This program consists of a series of 
archaeologically-related events scattered across the state, the distribution of a 
informational pamphlet and poster defining the annual theme. This year's theme is 
prehistoric artistic expressions.

Section 5.5 - Youth Conservation Corps Program

Prepared by: Pat Thrasher
USDA Forest Service, Interpretive Specialist

The Youth Conservation Corps ( YCC) is a summer employment program for young 
men and women ages 15 through 18 from all segments of society, who work, learn, 
and earn together by doing projects on public lands.

The law establishing the YCC set three equally important objectives:
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Accomplish needed conservation work on public lands
Provide gainful employment for 15- through 18-year-old males and females 
from all social, economic, ethnic, and racial classifications.
Develop an understanding and appreciation in participating youth of the 
Nation's natural environment and heritage.

These objectives are accomplished in a manner that provides the youth with an 
opportunity to increase self-dignity and self-discipline. They learn work ethics, how to 
relate to peers and supervisors, and how to build lasting cultural bridges with youth 
from other backgrounds.

Midewin hosted its first YCC crew during the 1997 field season. Six students from 
Wilmington High School (three boys and three girls) spent eight weeks engaged in a 
variety of projects. The crew made significant contributions to the restoration of 
Midewin by planting more than 35,000 plants in the Seed Production Area, the 
primary source of seed stock that will be used to restore native tallgrass prairie at 
Midewin in the coming years. Midewin's YCC crew also assisted in the cleanup of 
facilities transferred from the U.S. Army to the Forest Service. This work included 
fence removal, building cleanup, and vegetation management in the historic Klinger 
Cemetery. In total, the crew carried out projects valued at $116,120.

Section 5.6 - Community Youth Organizations

Prepared by: Pat Thrasher
USDA Forest Service, Interpretive Specialist

Community youth organizations are increasingly looking to Midewin as a source of 
service projects. During the 1997 field season, a number of scouts from area Cub 
Scout Packs and Boy Scout Troops participated in regularly scheduled volunteer work 
days.

During the late summer and fall of 1997, Midewin hosted two Eagle Scout projects. 
One young man organized the scouts and leaders of his troop from Naperville to 
assist with planting in the Seed Production Area. Andrew Coon of BSA Troop 18 in 
Joliet developed and supervised a project to move two wheelchair-accessible hunting 
blinds from Midewin's east unit to new locations in the River Road unit. These blinds 
were constructed by Whitetails Unlimited several years ago and they endorsed the 
relocation. The availability of the blinds will be promoted for the 1998 hunting 
season.

Our efforts to involve youth organizations such as the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and 
4-H in the management of Midewin will be expanded during 1998.

Section 5.7 - Environmental Education Programs

Prepared by: Pat Thrasher
USDA Forest Service, Interpretive Specialist

One of Midewin's primary missions is "To provide opportunities for scientific, 
environmental, and land use education and research." To that end, Midewin supported 
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a number of environmental education activities during FY97.

Using a grant provided by the USDA Forest Service, members of the Audubon Council 
of Illinois have begun work on an environmental education curriculum for Midewin. 
When completed, this project will provide activities and props that can be used by 
Midewin staff as well as educators.

Midewin and the Shawnee National Forest provided financial support for an April 1997 
Stewardship Week program, in a three-way agreement with the Illinois Forest 
Resource Center at the Dixon Springs Agricultural Center. The Forest Resource Center 
is a field facility of the University of Illinois, Department of Forestry.

Midewin staff and volunteers conducted 15 school programs during FY97. Work was 
begun on the development of a "Prairie Box" education kit, similar to the "Tree 
Trunk" and "Wilderness Box" educations kits currently available.

Section 5.8 - Senior Community Service Employment Program

Prepared by: Jerry Larson
USDA Forest Service, Recreation Forester

The Senior Community Service Employment Program is a national employment 
program sponsored by the U.S. Department of Labor for retraining senior citizens and 
assisting them to find permanent jobs. The Midewin NTP has provided two types of 
training for four SCSEP enrollees. One enrollee is performing clerical duties at the 
Midewin Administrative Office, including answering the phone, photocopying, and 
sorting and distributing mail. The other three enrollees are working in the horticulture 
program, performing such activities as mowing, planting, and fence maintenance. 
They have also gained experience in operating and maintaining light equipment, such 
as tractors and end loaders.

No placement of SCSEP enrollees in permanent jobs has yet occurred from Midewin, 
and a fifth available SCSEP position has gone unfilled to date.

Projects accomplished by the three field enrollees include the planting of 5,000 linear 
feet of seed propagation beds, removal of 30 miles of unneeded fenceline , and 
removal of one corral.
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Accomplishment  Report for the 
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie

(1 September 1996 -  31 August 1997)

SECTION 6.0 - MEDIA COVERAGE

Prepared by: Pat Thrasher
USDA Forest Service, Public Affairs Specialist

Media interest in the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie (Midewin 
NTP) remains high. As a body, the media continues to support the 
concept of a tallgrass "prairie park" created out of the Joliet Army 
Ammunition Plant and is anxious to participate in its promotion. The 
level of interest and support for Midewin is typified by the fact that 
the senior editorial board for the Chicago Tribune toured Midewin in 
the fall of 1996.

In addition to coverage by local and regional newspapers, there have 
been at least 2 articles in major circulation magazines. The 
November 1996 issue of the National Geographic featured Midewin 
in the Earth Almanac section with a piece titled, " Sprouting from the 
Seeds of War, Tallgrass Prairie Will Rise Again ."

Midewin was referenced as one of the opportunities to protect habitat 
for grassland birds in an article titled, " Twilight of America's 
Grassland" which appeared in the April/May issue of National 
Wildlife.

The following is a summary of media articles related to the Midewin 
NTP and the Joliet Army Ammunition Plant that appeared in regional 
newspapers during Fiscal Year 1997. A more detailed report of 
newspaper clippings is available upon request.

Publications With Midewin-Specific
or Related Articles

Total No.of Articles

28 476

Articles specifically mentioning Midewin include 284 of the 476 
previously cited. Coverage of the Midewin NTP and Midewin-related 
issues routinely appeared in the following newspapers:

Beecher Herald
Chicago Heights Star
Chicago Sun-Times
Chicago Tribune
Daily Journal--Kankakee

National Wildlife
New Lenox Star
New York Times
Outdoor Illinois
Outdoor Times
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Daily Southtown
Elwood Express
Farmer Weekly Review
Galesburg Register-Mail
Illinois Issues
Illinois Trail Riders Newsletter
Joliet Herald News
Manhattan American
Morris Daily Herald

Rhinelander Daily News
St. Louis Dispatch
The Conservation Fund
The Denver Post
Wall Street Journal
Washington Post
Weller Newsletter
Wilmington Free Press
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Accomplishment  Report for the 
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie

(1 September 1996 -  31 August 1997)

SECTION 7.0 - GRANTS AND AGREEMENTS

Prepared by: Dr. Lawrence Stritch and Fran Harty
USDA Forest Service, Macrosite  Coordinator
IDNR, Regional Administrator

As of the last reporting period the Forest Service had entered into 18 agreements. In 
the current reporting year the Midewin NTP has entered into five Memoranda of 
Understanding and two Challenge Cost Share Agreements with partners. See Table 
7.1.

Table 7.1 List of agreements and memoranda of understanding for the Midewin 
National Tallgrass Prairie.

Reference No. Partners Synopsis

MOU No. 
97-090115-001

US Fish & Wildlife 
Service

Assist with the Land & Resource   
Management Plan development, 
implementation, and monitoring.

MOU No. 
97-090115-010

US Environmental 
Protection Agency

Assist with the Land & Resource   
Management Plan development, 
implementation, and monitoring.

MOU No. 
97-090115-007

Field Museum Assist with the Land & Resource 
Management Plan development, 
implementation, and monitoring.

MOU No. 
97-090115-012

Chicago Botanic 
Garden

Assist with the Land & Resource 
Management Plan development, 
implementation, and monitoring.

MOU No. 
97-090115-002

The Wetlands 
Initiative

Assist with the Land & Resource   
Management Plan development, 
implementation, and monitoring.

CCA No. 
97-090115-006

The Wetlands 
Initiative

Assist in the development of a   wetland 
restoration plan, including a new 
prairie-wide wetlands delineation.

CCA No. 
97-090115-013

Illinois 
Department of 
Natural Resources
Conservation 
Foundation

Assist in propagation of prairie plant   
restoration materials at the IDNR.
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Illinois Mason 
State Nursery

97-CCS-0902 National Forest 
Foundation
Applied Ecological 
Services

Production of seeds and plants to be   
used in ecosystem restoration at  
Midewin NTP.

97-CCS-0901 National Forest 
Foundation
Illinois 
Department of 
Natural Resources

Procurement of agricultural equipment 
for large-scale ecosystem  restorations 
at MNTP.

97-CCS-0918 National Forest 
Foundation
Pheasants Forever
Whitetails 
Unlimited

Planting of pure stands of prairie   
grasses for seed harvest and  
subsequent prairie restorations; the   
construction of 3 parking areas along 
River Road.
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Accomplishment  Report for the 
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie

(1 September 1996 -  31 August 1997)

SECTION 8.0 FINANCIAL INVESTORS IN MIDEWIN

Prepared by: Dr. Lawrence Stritch and Fran Harty
USDA Forest Service, Macrosite  Coordinator
IDNR, Regional Administrator

Table 8.1 presents the financial investors in the Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie 
and the Prairie Parklands Macrosite  for FY97 and cumulatively since FY95.

Organization FY97 FY95-FY96 Total

Amoco $75,000 $75,000

Applied Ecological Services $12,000 $12,000

Audubon Council of Illinois $6,000 $6,000

Chicago Wilderness $10,0001 $10,000

Commonwealth Edison $10,000 $10,000

Donnelley Foundation $25,0001 $25,000 $50,000

Dow Chemical $10,000 $10,000

Ducks Unlimited $67,000 $67,000

Field Museum $10,000 $10,000

Gov. Edgar's Conservation 2000 
Program

$221,000 $40,000 $261,000

Homewood Izaak Walton League $500 $500

IL Department of Natural Resources $500,000 $432,000 $932,000

IL Environmental Protection Agency $65,000 $65,000

IL Wildlife Preservation Fund $22,000 $6,000 $28,000

Illinois Conservation Foundation with 
IDNR

$46,000 $46,000

MacArthur Foundation $25,0001 $250,000 $275,000

McCormick Foundation $20,0001 $20,000

Midewin Tallgrass Prairie Alliance $2,000 $2,320 $4,320
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Mobil $75,000 $75,000

Munson Foundation $15,0001 $15,000

Nalco $10,000 $10,000

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation   $31,000   $31,000

National Forest Foundation $50,000 $50,000

Natural Heritage Endowment Fund $50,000 $50,000

Openlands Project $50,000 $50,000 $100,000

Pheasants Forever South Cook Chapter $5,000 $5,000

Safari Club International, IL Chapter $3,000 $3,000

Sand Ridge Audubon $35 $35

Stepan $10,000 $10,000

The Conservation Fund $25,000 $20,000 $45,000

The Wetland Initiative $30,000 $30,000

Thorn Creek Audubon $300 $300

TNC $5,000 $5,000

Turner Foundation $10,000 $10,000

U.S. Army $35,000 $35,000

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency $122,000 $122,000

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service $50,0002   $100,000 $150,000

U.S. Forest Service $3,200,000
  

$4,349,000
$7,549,000

Whitetails Unlimited Three Rivers 
Prairie Chapter

$3,000 $3,000

Total $4,388,835 $5,781,320 $10,170,155

1 in cooperation with The Wetland Initiative

2 in cooperation with The Conservation Fund and Ducks Unlimited

Total investments for FY97 equal $4,388,835.00. Investments can be profiled into the 
following five categories:

Federal Government $3,250,000

State Government $743,000
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Private Foundations $201,000

Corporations $22,000

Conservation Organizations $172,835
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Accomplishment  Report for the 
Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie

(1 September 1996 -  31 August 1997)

SECTION 9.0 TEAM MIDEWIN STAFF

Kent Austin, USDA Forest Service Midewin Supervisor
Jamie Christensen, USDA Forest Service GIS Specialist
Chris Dinesen Rogers, USDA Forest Service Public Affairs Assistant
Karen Fonte, Will County Forest Preserve Recreation Planner
Bill Glass, IL Dept. of Natural Resources District Heritage Biologist
Fran Hundt, USDA Forest Service Business Management Clerk
Janeen Laatsch, IL Dept. of Natural Resources Resident Intern
Jerry Larson, USDA Forest Service Recreation Forester
Beth Loebach, IL Dept. of Natural Resources Resident Intern
Karen Nash, USDA Forest Service Planning Team Leader
Gloria Pellin, USDA Forest Service Support Services Specialist
Brian Reilly, IL Nature Preserve Commission IL Nature Preserve Specialist
Bryan Roemeling, USDA Forest Service Law Enforcement Officer
Linda Sasamoto, USDA Forest Service GIS/Computer Coordinator
Rick Short, USDA Forest Service Landscape Architect
Kris Smith, USDA Forest Service Staff Engineer
Larry Stritch, USDA Forest Service Macrosite  Coordinator
Pat Thrasher, USDA Forest Service Interpretive Specialist
Eric Ulaszek, USDA Forest Service Horticulturist
Pat Welch, USDA Forest Service Recreation Planner
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