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What is ROS? 
ROS stands for Recreation Opportunity Spectrum.   It’s a 
framework used by the Forest Service to describe a range of 
recreation activities, settings and experiences.  Areas on the Forest 
are assigned to one of six ROS classes, ranging from primitive to urban.  
Each class is characterized by the types of activities likely to occur there (for 
example, motorized recreation vs. foot and horse travel), the setting (natural vs. 
modified or developed by man) and the type of experience a person has in that area 
(a feeling of isolation and personal challenge, vs. a more comfortable and social 
experience). 
 

To date, we have only used this framework to prepare an inventory 
of current recreation opportunities on the Ashley National Forest.  

However, the same framework may also be used to help define desired recreation 
conditions.  We will be discussing desired conditions later this winter, as part of 
the Ashley’s Forest Plan revision process.  
 
How were ROS classes mapped on the Ashley? 
Lands within the Ashley NF were assigned to ROS classes based on measurable 
factors such as overall size of the area, distance from open roads or motorized 
trails, evidence of human activities, number of other people in the same area on a 
typical day, presence of facilities and site management practices, and management 
restrictions that affect recreation opportunities.   
 
The first draft of the inventory was prepared using information in the Forest’s GIS 
library.  It was then reviewed and refined by Forest Service personnel with first-
hand knowledge of conditions on the ground.  The resulting maps display current 
recreation opportunities on the Ashley National Forest.    
 
How will it be used in Forest planning? 
The Ashley’s ROS inventory will be used to describe existing conditions, compare 
the opportunities we currently provide to those sought and expected by Forest 
users, and to understand how various management options considered during Forest 
Plan revision might change recreation opportunities on the Forest. 
 
Later in the revision process, the ROS framework and 
class definitions may also be used to help describe desired 
conditions for some areas on the Forest.  These desired 



conditions may or may not be the same as those shown in the current inventory. 
 
How will it be used in project planning? 
The ROS inventory can be used to characterize recreation 
values for a project area, and describe how those values might 
be altered if the project were implemented.  It gives us a tool 
for analyzing effects that are often hard to quantify, and 
provides a more accurate description of the trade-offs involved in the 
project. 
 
If the ROS framework is used to help describe desired conditions in the Forest 
Plan, it may also trigger project proposals to modify recreation opportunities.   For 
example, if the desired ROS class is different than the existing class, we may 
propose one or more projects to move us toward desired condition.   
 
Does assigning an ROS classification to an area restrict future management 
options? 

Assigning ROS classes to areas based on existing conditions is a 
purely descriptive exercise.  This is the only thing we have done to 

date, and it does not restrict future management in any way.   
 

If, in the course of Forest Plan revision, we specify a certain ROS 
class as desirable for an area, then future management actions should be 

designed to achieve or maintain conditions consistent with that ROS class.  The 
public will be able to participate in development of desired condition descriptions 
later this winter. 
 
How and when can the Ashley’s ROS be changed? 
The inventory will be updated whenever conditions on the ground change so much 
that the current classification no longer fits.  This will be done by documenting 
what has changed (for example, a change in motorized use, developments that 
affect the naturalness of the setting, or a change in user density that affects the 
degree of solitude or social interaction that is likely to occur) and making the 
appropriate adjustments to the map. 
 
Decisions affecting recreation activities, settings or experiences would be based on 
NEPA analyses, including disclosure of expected changes to ROS classifications and 
the relationship of such changes to desired conditions set forth in the Forest Plan.  
The public would have an opportunity to comment on such projects before any 
decision is made.   


