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Dear Interested Citizens: 
 

The Tropic to Hatch 138 kV Transmission Line Final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and 
Proposed Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument Management Plan (MMP) Amendment 
is available for review.  This document is expected to be used in conjunction with the Draft 
EIS/Draft MMP Amendment published in December 2009.  The two documents, together, make 
up the Final EIS and Proposed MMP Amendment for the Tropic to Hatch 138 kV Transmission 
Line.  This document has been prepared by the Forest Service (FS), with the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) and National Park Service (NPS) as cooperating agencies in accordance 
with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, and the Federal Land Policy 
and Management Act of 1976, as amended. 
 
Garkane Energy, Inc. has filed applications for special use permits and/or rights-of-way grants 
with the Dixie National Forest, Bryce Canyon National Park, and the Bureau of Land 
Management’s Kanab Field Office and Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument proposing 
construction of a new 138 kV transmission line that would replace some or all of an existing 69 
kV transmission line and increase the capacity of Garkane’s electrical delivery system in this 
area of southern Utah.  The Draft EIS analyzed the direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of the 
proposed project and alternatives.  The project would involve construction, operation and 
maintenance of a 138 kV transmission line, removal of some or all of the existing 69 kV 
transmission line, construction of new substations, and expansion or removal of existing 
substations.  The Draft EIS also identified a Preferred Alternative route.  The Final EIS/Proposed 
MMP Amendment is based on the Preferred Alternative identified in the Draft EIS/Draft MMP 
Amendment.  The final document contains a summary of changes made between the Draft and 
Final EISs, describes and elaborates on the Preferred Alternative and Proposed MMP 
Amendment, provides a summary of the written and verbal comments received during the public 
review period for the Draft EIS/Draft MMP Amendment, and responds to those comments. It 
also corrects minor errors identified through agency review and, as such, contains disturbance 
acreages and other data specific to the Preferred Alternative.   
 
The Preferred Alternative would amend the Grand Staircase-Escalante National Monument 
Management Plan (2000) by:  a) designating a 300-foot wide Passage Zone along an 
approximate three and three-quarter mile path through an area currently designated as Primitive 
Zone in the MMP, and b) changing the existing Visual Resource Management Class designation 
from Class II to Class III within this linear area.  The plan amendment decisions would be 
necessary to accommodate the potential new transmission line. 
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Those public who have already requested a copy of the Final EIS/Proposed MMP Amendment 
will receive their copy in the mail along with this letter.  Other members of the public may view 
or download the Final EIS and corresponding Draft EIS on the Internet at 
http://fs.usda.gov/goto/dixie/projects  A CD copy of this Final EIS is available on request by 
contacting Susan Baughman at (435) 865-3703.   
 
Bureau of Land Management Protest Process 
The Final EIS/Proposed MMP Amendment would amend the Grand Staircase-Escalante 
Monument Management Plan as described above.  Pursuant to BLM’s planning regulations at 43 
CFR 1610.5-2, any person who participated in the planning process for this Proposed MMP 
Amendment and has an interest which may be adversely affected by the planning decisions may 
protest approval of the planning decisions to the BLM Director within 30 days from the date the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) publishes the Notice of Availability in the Federal 
Register.  For further information on filing a protest, please see the accompanying protest 
regulations in the pages that follow (labeled as Attachment # 1).  The regulations specify the 
required elements of your protest. Take care to document all relevant facts.  As much as possible, 
reference or cite the planning documents or available planning records (e.g., meeting minutes or 
summaries, correspondence, etc.).  To aid in ensuring the completeness of your protest, a protest 
checklist is attached to this letter (labeled as Attachment #2).  If your protest does not include all 
of the elements outlined in 43 CFR 1610.5-2, the BLM will not respond to your protest. 
 
Emailed and faxed protests will not be accepted as valid protests unless the protesting party also 
provides the original letter by either regular or overnight mail postmarked by the close of the 
protest period.  Under these conditions, the BLM will consider the emailed or faxed protest as an 
advance copy and will afford it full consideration.  If you wish to provide the BLM with such 
advance notification, please direct faxed protests to the attention of Brenda Hudgens-Williams, 
BLM protest coordinator, at (202) 452-5112, and emailed protests to: Brenda_Hudgens-
Williams@blm.gov. 
 
All protests, including the follow-up letter to emails or faxes, must be in writing and mailed to 
one of the following addresses: 
 

Regular Mail:     Overnight Mail: (FedEx/UPS) 
 
Director (210)     Director (210) 
Attention: Brenda Hudgens-Williams  Attention: Brenda Hudgens-Williams 
P.O. Box 71383     20 M Street, SE, Room 2134LM 
Washington, D.C. 20024-1383   Washington, D.C. 20003 

 
Before including your address, phone number, email address, or other personal identifying 
information in your protest, be advised that your entire protest – including your personal 
identifying information – may be made publicly available at any time.  While you can ask us in 
your protest to withhold from public review your personal identifying information, we cannot 
guarantee that we will be able to do so. 
 
The BLM Director will make every attempt to promptly render a decision on each protest.  The 
decision will be in writing and will be sent to the protesting party by certified mail, return receipt 
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requested.  The decision of the BLM Director shall be the final decision of the Department of the 
Interior.  Responses to protest issues will be compiled and formalized in a Director’s Protest 
Decision Report made available following issuance of the decisions. 
 
Upon resolution of all land use plan protests, the BLM will issue an Approved MMP 
Amendment and Record of Decision (ROD).  The Approved MMP Amendment and ROD will 
be mailed or made available electronically to all who participated in the planning process and 
will be available to all parties through the “Planning” page of the BLM national website 
(http://www.blm.gov/planning), or by mail upon request. 
 
Unlike land use planning decisions, implementation decisions included in this Final 
EIS/Proposed MMP Amendment are not subject to protest under the BLM planning regulations, 
but are subject to an administrative review process, through appeals to the Office of Hearings 
and Appeals (OHA), Interior Board of Land Appeals (IBLA) pursuant to 43 CFR, Part 4 Subpart 
E.  Implementation decisions generally constitute the BLM’s final approval allowing on-the-
ground actions to proceed.  Where implementation decisions are made as part of the land use 
planning process, they are still subject to the appeals process or other administrative review as 
prescribed by specific resource program regulations once the BLM resolves the protests to land 
use planning decisions and issues an Approved MMP Amendment and ROD.  The Approved 
MMP Amendment and ROD will therefore identify the implementation decisions made in the 
plan that may be appealed to the Office of Hearing and Appeals. 
 
U.S. Forest Service Appeal Process 
The Forest Service is expected to issue a Record of Decision in April, 2011.  Notice of this 
decision will be printed in the St. George Spectrum.  The decision will be subject to appeal 
pursuant to 36 CFR 215.  The Appeal Reviewing Officer is the Regional Forester, Intermountain 
Region.  
 
If you have any questions on this matter, please contact Susan Baughman, Project Manager at 
(435) 865-3703 or at sbaughman@fs.fed.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

 

/s/ Robert G. MacWhorter   
ROBERT G. MACWHORTER   
Forest Supervisor   
 
Enclosures: 
 Copies of the FEIS (if previously requested) 
 Attachment 1 
 Attachment 2 

 

 
    

mailto:sbaughman@fs.fed.us�





	FS_citizen_correspondence.pdf
	attachment1 and 2

