
DECISION MEMO 
Big Piney Ranger District 

Ozark-St. Francis National Forests 
 

2011 Tornado Salvage Reforestation Project 
 Township 09 North, Range16 West, Sections 05 and 07 

Conway County, Arkansas 
Township10 North, Range 16 West, Section 32  

Van Buren County, Arkansas 
 

 
 

 
Decision 

I have decided to implement the actions necessary to reforest four timber stands totaling 407 acres that 
suffered significant damage during a tornado on April 30, 2010.  The project area is located 
approximately 2 miles west northwest of Cleveland, Arkansas. 
 
The broken off and uprooted trees have been removed with a salvage timber sale that revealed the need 
for reforestation in these pine stands. The activities planned are to plant pine seedlings followed by 
manual release and manual pre-commercial thinning of these areas.  
 
These activities fall under 36 CFR 220.6(e)(5) and (6). Category 5 allows for the Regeneration of an 
area to native tree species, including site preparation that does not involve the use of herbicides or result 
in vegetation type conversion. Category 6 allows for Timber stand and/or wildlife habitat improvement 
activities that do not include the use of herbicides or do not require more than 1 mile of low standard 
road construction. Since this project will not use herbicides or construct any roads, it is in compliance 
with the above directions.  
 
Project scoping and analysis did not identify any extraordinary circumstances associated with this project 
and these actions do not individually or cumulatively have a significant effect on the quality of the human 
environment.  Because of these findings, this project is categorically excluded from documentation in an 
Environmental Assessment (EA) or an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). 
 

 
Public Involvement 

A legal notice was published in Russellville’s The Courier on February 24, 2011.  No comments were 
received. 
 

 
Findings Required by Other Laws 

These actions are consistent with the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests’ Revised Land and Resource 
Management Plan, as required by the National Forest Management Act. 
 
My conclusion is based on a review of the record that: 1) shows a thorough review of the best available 
science and other information and 2) documents no opposing views were received during public scoping 
activities.  I acknowledge that there may be some unknown, but relevant, information that would be 
useful in designing the project’s activities, but I am satisfied that the efforts to discover and address the 
environmental impacts of this project are adequate and sufficient. 
 



 
Implementation Date 

This project may be implemented immediately. 
 

 
Administrative Review or Appeal Opportunities 

Since no comments were received, these actions are not subject to appeal (36 CFR 215.12). 
 

 
Responsible Official 

 
 
 
Bruce Davenport       Date    
District Ranger 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an individual's income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative 
means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's TARGET Center 
at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is 
an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
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