
Moccasin Gap Trail Realignment Project 

 

Dear interested party/landowner; 

The Big Piney Ranger District, Ozark St.-Francis National Forest is proposing a trail improvement project. 

Currently 12 miles of the Moccasin Gap Trail system is hard to maintain and badly eroded.   Resulting in 

increased soil erosion and maintenance cost to the point that these portions of the trail system are not 

sustainable.   District trail personnel have identified 15 miles of trail relocation in the same general area 

to replace 12 miles of badly eroded/poorly located trail.  This proposal would remove and obliterate the 

12 miles of poorly located trail from the trail system.   The remainder of the existing trail system (24 

miles) would receive general maintenance as needed.   

 Additionally, this proposal would expand the boundary of the Moccasin Gap trail system to a size of 

13,000 acres.  This would include designating 17 miles of existing Forest Service roads into the trail 

system with some minor relocation, construction, and obliteration of 3 miles or less on the east side of 

State Highway 7.    Associated with the increased size and mileage, 4 day use parking areas would be 

constructed.   The trail system boundary would be defined by natural and manmade features such as 

streams and roads. This would bring the total mileage of Moccasin Gap Trail system to 56 miles (See 

attached map). 

The project area is located in Township 10 North Range 20 West Sections, 1, 2, and 11, Township 10 

North Range 19 West Sections, 6 and 7, Township 11 North Range 19 West Sections 29-31, Township 11 

North Range 20 West Sections 21-28, and 33-35. The general location of the project is 14 miles north of 

the Community of Dover, Arkansas in Pope County East and West of State Highway 7. 

The Forest Service has been attempting to maintain the trail system and have noted portions of the 

trails that are not sustainable.  This proposal if implemented would reduce soil erosion and maintenance 

costs, by improving trail location creating a more sustainable and enjoyable trail system.  The expansion 

east of State Highway 7 is to provide additional opportunities for motorized use through designation of 

Forest Service roads and minor construction/relocation to improve connectivity.  The additional day use 

parking areas would give trail users alternative access points thus discouraging unauthorized use from 

multiple areas.  If implemented the proposal would provide visitors a clearly defined boundary for 

authorized use which is more manageable.  

 I would like to hear your project specific comments regarding the activities proposed in this project.   I 

am particularly interested in identifying any extraordinary circumstances that may exist in the project 

area and/or any activity that when implemented would negatively affect the environment and/or its 

inhabitants.   This will be the only opportunity to comment on this proposal. 

 

 



Please address your comments to:  District Ranger, Big Piney Ranger District, PO Box 427, Jasper, AR 

72641 or email your comments to: comments-southern-ozark-stfrancis-buffalo  Comments 

must be received by close of business  2010. 

Sincerely, 

Bruce C. Davenport 

District Ranger 
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