
Monongahela National Forest 
Adopt a Shelter Program 

 
 

Do you want to get more involved when enjoying our 
natural resources?  

 
Consider adopting a shelter! 

 
The Monongahela National Forest is beginning a new volunteer program, letting 
forest users adopt a shelter along the Cranberry Backcountry Road (FS 76). Adopters 
can be individuals, groups, families, or organizations, and sign up to adopt a shelter 
for a one year period. Adopters would maintain basic care of the shelter, keeping the 
structure clean and free of natural debris, monitoring the visitor log and reporting any 
needed major repairs. While the program does not give the adopter preferential access 
of the shelter over the general public, it does provide a great opportunity for you to 
give back and get more involved when enjoying our natural resources.  
 
 

 
 
 

 
If you are interested in adopting a shelter, or if you want more information, contact 

Vince Weeks at vaweeks@fs.fed.us or at (304) 799-4334 ext. 42 

 



 
Monongahela National Forest Adopt a Shelter Program 

 

General Duties of Shelter Adopters 
 
 
 Visit shelter at least twice during the year. 

 
 Clean leaves and dirt from roof and away from contact with base logs. 

 
 Remove any dangerous nails. 

 
 Sweep out and clean shelter. 

 
 Maintain adequate drainage away from shelter site. 

 
 Remove trash and debris, and pack out those items you can not, or should not, burn. 

 
 Sweep and clean privy. (If applicable) 

 
 Check condition of the adjacent area and report blowdown trees, missing signs, or vandalism. 

 
 Report the need for repairs of the shelter.  This would include the foundation, floor, walls, and roof; and 

whether you could make the repairs if materials were supplied to the site.  Please notify Diane Artale for 
possible new requirements regarding such work. 

 
Please notify Diane Artale whenever repairs are needed: 

 
Diane Artale 
Gauley Ranger District  
Richwood, WV 26261 
(304) 846-2695 ext. 123 
dartale@fs.fed.us  

   
 Clean and repair the fire ring at shelters. 

 
 Leave a supply of firewood in a dry place.  (Optional) 

 
 If privy is full, contact Diane for details. (If applicable) 

 
 The shelter register should be in a protective bag (large heavy-duty baggie) with a few pens and/or 

pencils.  The register is to be left in the shelter all year.  Report any information in the register that might 
be of interest or use to USFS.  Please notify Diane whenever the register is damaged, missing, or needs to 
be replaced:  She will provide you with a new register.  Please return the old register to Diane. 

 
 Return required reports sent to you.  These include:  (1) the year-end summary form after your last work 

visit for the year, and (2) agreement to adopt shelter for next year to Diane, if you wish to readopt for next 
year.  These forms will be sent to you by December. 

 
 Enjoy the woods!                            
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