Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest
215 Melody Lane = Wenatchee, WA 98801

s 5&){ TREAD LIGHTLY
ON PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LAND

Editor’'s Note: Recreation Reports are printed every other week.
February 14, 2012

Help Wildlife Stay Healthy this Winter

With Groundhog's Day just past and Punxsutawney Phil's shadow appearing, some are forecasting

six more weeks of winter. Whatever the groundhog forecast may be, locally winter still has a good grip
on the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest.

Although winter started late this season, the deep snow at higher elevations still has had an effect
on wildlife in the forest. Winter is a time of high stress for animals and deep snows make it difficult for
many animals to find food. Many animals migrate to lower elevation areas to seek food and shelter.

Winter forest visitors should never pursue animals for picture taking or viewing. Do not approach
deer or other big game or try to chase them, and do not allow the family dog to run them. Additionally,
chasing these animals is illegal by state law.

When animals are forced to take flight for safety, they use both fat and energy. These are the
reserves needed by animals to make it through the final weeks of winter. If these reserves are depleted,
the animals are forced to begin utilizing bone marrow for sustenance. Also, if a chased animal falls, it
may not even have the strength to get up again.

To keep human impact to a minimum, avoid loud noises, keep moving when wildlife come into
view, and give wildlife a wide berth. Whether on a snowmobile or skis, travelers appear to be more of a
threat when stopped than if they move steadily on their way.

Help animals conserve their food supply. Avoid damaging brush and trees. Stay on established
routes or trails and please remember to respect wildlife's privacy.

For those interested in viewing large numbers of elk and bighorn sheep you might want to visit the
Oak Creek elk feeding station. The Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife operates feeding

stations for these big game animals approximately 15 miles west of Yakima.

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion,
sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who
require alternative means for communication or program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director,
Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.
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Supplemental feeding is provided to help these animals make it through the winter when their
natural feed is hard to come by because of deep snow. EIk are fed at the Oak Creek feeding station on
US Highway 12 and bighorn sheep are fed at a location off of the Old Naches Highway near the junction
of State Route 410 and US Highway 12. Elk feeding occurs at approximately 1:30 p.m. daily; bighorn
sheep are fed mid-morning. For more information about these feeding stations, please call the
Washington State Department of Fish and Wildlife in Yakima at (509) 575-2740. You will need a State
Discover Pass to go to the feeding station.

Other Forest Related Information

OFFICE ADDRESSES and PHONE NUMBERS:

Chelan Ranger District, 428 W. Woodin Ave., Chelan WA 98816; 509-682-4900

Cle Elum Ranger District, 803 W. 2nd Street, Cle Elum, WA 98922; 509-852-1100

Entiat Ranger District, physical address 2108 Entiat Way, mailing address P.O. Box 476 Entiat, WA 98822; 509-784-1511
Methow Valley Ranger District, 24 West Chewuch Road, Winthrop, WA 98862; 509-996-4000

Naches Ranger District, 10237 Hwy. 12, Naches, WA 98937; 509-653-1401

Okanogan Valley Office, 1240 South Second Ave., Okanogan, WA 98840; 509-826-3275

Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest Headquarters office, 215 Melody Lane, Wenatchee, WA 98801; 509-664-9200
Tonasket Ranger District, 1 W. Winesap, Tonasket, WA 98855; 509-486-2186

Wenatchee River Ranger District, 600 Sherbourne, Leavenworth, WA 98826; 509-548-2550

SAFETY:

If heading to the woods, it's a good idea to be sure to let someone know where you are going, when you plan to
return and what to do if you don’t return on time. Remember to let them know when you do return. Make sure your
vehicle is in good working order. Dress appropriately for all weather conditions. Avoid cotton clothing and dress in
layers. Stay dry, shed layers if you are sweating, add layers if you are cold. Wear sturdy waterproof boots. Stay
warm, stay dry, stay safe and have fun.

D.O.T. HIGHWAY INFO. & MOUNTAIN PASS REPORT LINE:

Washington State Department of Transportation (WASDOT) provides critical mountain pass reports free of charge
via telephone and Internet. The report is available toll-free statewide at 1-800-695-ROAD (1-800-695-7623) or
5-1-1. Hearing impaired callers using TTD's (text tele-typewriter devices) can access it at 1-800-833-6388 and then
type for extension 206-440-4040. On the Internet the reports are available on the WSDOT Home Page at:
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov in the traveler information website. The Internet pass reports include video snapshots of
most of the mountain passes. The report is updated many times each day, October 15 through April 15.

NORTHWEST WEATHER & AVALANCHE CENTER:

For current snow avalanche information please call Northwest Weather and Avalanche Center at 206-526-6677 or
online at www.nwac.us .

WOODCUTTING INFORMATION:

Woodcutting permits expired on December 31, 2011. Permits for 2012 are only being issued for the Tonasket and
Methow Valley Ranger Districts; all other areas of the forest are closed to woodcutting until spring.


http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/
http://www.nwac.us/
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INTERAGENCY PASS PROGRAM (America the Beautiful National Parks & Federal Recreation Lands Pass):
This pass combines the benefits of existing recreation passes from five federal agencies into one comprehensive
Interagency Pass called “America the Beautiful — National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Pass.”

e The pass covers recreation opportunities on public lands managed by National Park Service, Fish and
Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land Management, Bureau of Reclamation, and U.S. Forest Service.

e The pass applies to those locations that currently have entrance or standard amenity fees.

e The annual pass sells for $80, the lifetime senior pass is $10, and the lifetime access pass and the
volunteer passes are free.

e Passes are valid for one full year from the month of purchase.

e Passes provide entrance or access to the pass holder and accompanying passengers in a single, private,
non-commercial vehicle at federally operated recreation sites across the country.

e Passes cover the pass holder and three (3) accompanying adults age 16 and older at sites where per
person entrance fees are charged. No entry fee for children 15 and under.

e Passes are NON-REFUNDABLE, NON-TRANSFERABLE, and cannot be replaced if lost or stolen.

e The new program replaces the Golden Eagle, Golden Age, and the Golden Access Passports as well
as the National Parks Pass. Existing passes will remain valid until expired, lost or stolen.

e These passes can be used in lieu of the Northwest Forest Pass.

RECREATION PASS PURCHASE INFORMATION:

Passes are required at most national forest trailheads. Passes are available at all ranger district offices and the
forest headquarters office in Wenatchee. The cost is $30 for an annual pass and $5 for a day use pass. For
information about the Northwest Forest Pass call 1-800-270-7504 or to order it online go to www.naturenw.org.
America the Beautiful—National Parks and Federal Recreational Lands Passes will be honored at all Northwest
Forest Pass sites.

e Wenatchee area: Northwest Forest passes are available at Arlberg Sports Inc., Hooked on Toys, Bi-Mart
and Mountain Air Gear.

e Chelan area: Passes are available at the Chelan Ranger District office.

e Lake Wenatchee area: Passes are available at Midway Village Grocery, Parkside Grocery, and Plain
Hardware.

e Leavenworth area: In Leavenworth passes are available at Der Sportsman, Icicle Quik Stop 76 gas
station, Sleeping Lady Mountain Retreat Gift Shop, and Pioneer Market in Cashmere.

e Entiat area: Passes are available at Cooper's General Store in the Entiat Valley and at the Entiat Ranger
District office.
e Cle Elum area: During the winter, Northwest Forest Pass vendors include Cle Elum Ranger Station and
o Ellensburg Chamber of Commerce, 609 N Main, Ellensburg, WA, phone 509-925-3137.
o Mountain High Sports, 105 E 4", Ellensburg, WA, phone 509-925-4626.
o Bi-Mart, 608 East Mountain View, Ellensburg, WA, 509-925-6973

e Methow Valley area: Passes are available at the Methow Valley Ranger Station office, 24 W.
Chewuch Road in Winthrop, and

o Winthrop Mountain Sports, 257 Riverside Avenue, Winthrop, WA phone 509 996-2886.
Methow Cycle and Sports, 19210 Hwy 20, Winthrop, WA 98862, phone 509 996-3645.
Valley Hardware/Do-It Center Hardware, 429 E Methow Valley Hwy, Twisp, WA, 509 997-3355.
Mazama Country Inn, 15 Country Road, Mazama, WA 98833, phone 509 996-2681(Day passes
only).
e Naches area: Northwest Forest passes can be purchased at the following locations.

o Naches Ranger District office, 10237 U. S. Hwy 12, Naches, WA 98937

o Slim’s Market, 9951 US Hwy 12, Naches, WA 98937

o Rimrock Grocery Store, 34090 U.S. Hwy 12, Naches, WA 98937, phone 509-672-2251

o Bi-Mart stores in Yakima, Sunnyside and in Ellensburg

O O O


http://www.naturenw.org/
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SPECIAL FOREST PRODUCTS:

Permits are required for gathering forest products including firewood, mushrooms, transplants, rocks and minerals,
posts and poles, floral cuttings, cones and boughs. Please contact Forest Service district offices for specific
information. There is a minimum charge of $20.00 per permit. Free use permits are available for small quantities of
certain items for personal use. Special forest products permits for personal use firewood, personal use river rock
and commercial use beargrass are available from the Cle Elum Ranger Station.

THE 10 ESSENTIALS:

Carry the 10 plus essentials when traveling in the backcountry—a map, compass, fire starter, water proof matches,
extra food, extra water, extra clothing, knife, flashlight with spare batteries and bulb, first aid kit, sunglasses, cell
phone, and a space blanket.

DISCOVER YOUR NORTHWEST (formerly known as Northwest Interpretive Association)s

Check out the great selection of books, puzzles, cards, stuffed animals, kids stuff and much more at each of the
DYNW sales outlets located in the reception areas at each ranger district office and at the forest headquarters
office!l

CHELAN RANGER DISTRICT

The office phone number is (509) 682-4900.
OFFICE HOURS: 7:45a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday. The Chelan Ranger District also

serves as an information center for the Lake Chelan National Recreation Area.

%SNOW: Holden Village is currently reporting 6 feet of snow. Lyman Lake has almost 10 feet of

SNOow.

ﬂECHO RIDGE: Come enjoy over 25 miles of groomed winter trails available at Echo Ridge!
There are a variety of trails offering opportunities for different cross-country ski and snowshoe skill

levels. There are even some trails open to dogs!

e Passes:Children 17 and younger ski for free while adults 18 and older pay $10 on site per day.
Season Passes are available for $70 at the Chelan Ranger District office.

o All trails, except for the Outback Trail, were groomed on February 12.

e For current snow and groaming information go to www.lakechelannordic.org

TRAX: A number of Echo Ridge Nordic ski trails will be used during the Lake Chelan TRAX
events scheduled during the February 17-1 9 we e ke n d. The 0 Sagliege t e st
on Nordic trails and Sunset Snowga (yoga + snowshoeing) events occur on Saturday, February
18. Go to the TRAX website at www.lakechelantrax.com for more information.



http://www.lakechelantrax.com/
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* SNOWMOBILES: Call 1-508687-SNOW (7669)for up-to-date grooming reports.
The following roads are closedto wheeled vehicles and open to snowmobiles:

e Grade Creek Road(FS Road No. 8200) and Upper Joe Creek RoadFS Road No. 8210) are
closed beyond Antilon Lake Sno-Park.

e Washington Creek Road(FS Road No. 8021), Cooper Mountain Road (FS Road No. 8020).

e Slide Ridge Road(FS Road No. 8410) and Shady Pass Road (FS Road No. 5900) are closed
above the Twenty-five Mile Creek Sno-Park.

e Shady Pass RoadFS No. 5900) and Entiat River Road (County Road No. 51) are closed above
the Entiat River Sno-Park on the Entiat Ranger District.

e Purtteman Gulch Road(FS Road No. 8010) will be closed to accommodate designated
snowmobile and cross country ski trails.

CAMPING: All up lake campgrounds are open. Remember, as the lake level gets lower some of the

docks become inaccessible. Dock permits are not required during the winter months. All other district
campgrounds are inaccessible due to snow. Please remember to pack out everything you pack in.
LAKE LEVEL: The Lake level is 1,086 feet above sea level. For more information on the lake level,

please visit the Chelan County Public Utility District website at http://www.chelanpud.org/lake-chelan-

lake-levels.cfm .
NO FUEL AVAILABLE AT STEHEKIN: There is no gas for sale in Stehekin, there was an accident

and the gas lines have been shut off until repairs can be made.

CLE ELUM RANGER DISTRICT

The office phone number is (509) 852-1100.
OFFICE HOURS: The ranger station is open Monday through Friday 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. with a 45
minute closure for lunch from 12:30 to 1:15 p.m
ELLENSBURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE office is located at 609 North Main Street in

Ellensburg. Chamber of Commerce office hours are 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday and 10 a.m.

to 4 p.m. on Saturday. The office is closed on Sundays. The Chamber provides Forest Service
information, Northwest Forest Passes and Annual Federal Interagency Recreation Passes. The phone
number is 509-925-2002.

SNOQUALMIE PASS VISITOR INFORMATION CENTER is open for the winter recreation season.

Visitors can purchase sno-park permits, maps, books and other interpretive materials as well as get up-to-

date recreation information for the Snoqualmie Pass area.


http://www.chelanpud.org/lake-chelan-lake-levels.cfm
http://www.chelanpud.org/lake-chelan-lake-levels.cfm
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v

New

" NORDIC SKI TRIPS AT SNOQUALMIE PASS: Forest Service Winter Rangers will lead
Nordic ski trips at the Summit at Snoqualmie Nordic Ski Trial System each Sunday in February.

Interpretive Rangers will discuss various aspects of winter ecology including how trees, plants and
animals cope with winter conditions as well as the history or Nordic skiing. Along the way you will learn
about winter tracking as you search for sign of snowshoe hare, pine marten, bobcat and other forest
dwellers. Subnivean life, or life under the snow, will also be discussed.
The trip follows the groomed upper ski trail system at the Summit at Snoqualmie Nordic ski area,
will last approximately 90 minutes, and is best suited for those with intermediate ski skills or above.
Thosewishi ng t o participate should meet at #fAGrand JI
system at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, February 19 or 26, 2012. There is no cost for the guided trip; however,
participants will need to purchase a Ski Area Trail Pass from the Summit at Snoqualmie. For information
on the Summit at Snoqualmie, including trail maps and ticket prices, visit

www.summitatsnogualmie.com/Activities/Nordic-Skiing-And-Snowshoeing .

This program is offered through a partnership between the Summit at Snoqualmie and the US
Forest Service. For more information call the Forest Service at 424-434-6111 Thursday through Sunday,
or the Summit at Snoqualmie Nordic Center at 425-434-6778.
SNOW: Snow depths in the higher elevations of the western portion of the district are up to 70 inches;
snow on Table Mountain averages 36 inches.
SNOW GROOMING: Both groomers are now repaired and grooming continues on schedule as conditions

allow.
AVALANCHE CONDITIONS: Be aware that avalanche danger is high immediately after a new

snowfall. Please check the current avalanche condition report at Northwest Weather and Avalanche

Center at 206-526-6677or online at www.nwac.us before going to the national forest.
ROADS: The following Forest Service Roads are now closed to wheeled vehicles and open for winter

recreational activities.

Cascade Road No. 4826

West Kachess Road No. 4828

East Kachess Road No. 4818

Keechelus Frontage/Gold Creek Road No. 4832
Keechelus Ridge Road No. 4934

Thetis Creek Road No. 4936

Stampede Pass Road No. 5400

Howson Creek Road No. 4300128

Bear Creek / Corral Creek Road No. 4305
French Cabin Creek Road No. 4308

Little Salmon la Sac / Storey Road No. 4315
Fish Lake Road No. 4330

Cooper Pass Road No. 46

South Cle Elum Ridge Road No. 3350

Reecer Creek Road No. Closed at the Rock Pit
Granite Creek Road No. 4517

Swauk Meadows Road No. 9716

Durst Creek Road No. 9705

Wood and Steele (Spex Arth) Road No. 4510
Iron Creek Road No. 9714

North Fork Teanaway Road No. 9737

Jungle Creek Road No. 9701

Jack Creek/Blue Creek Road No. 9738
Taneum Road No. 31 Closed at Gnat Flat Road
No. 3330 Junction


http://www.summitatsnoqualmie.com/Activities/Nordic-Skiing-And-Snowshoeing
http://www.nwac.us/
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WINTER TIMBER HARVEST: Crews are plowing Forest Service Road No. 9737 for timber harvest

activities. The road will be plowed a distance of five miles from the 29 Pines staging area to the Johnson-

Medra Trailhead area. The road will remain closed to all wheeled vehicles except those associated with
timber harvest operations.

Winter recreational activities including snowmobiling, snowshoeing and skiing will be permitted
from 5 p.m. until 5 a.m. Monday through Friday, and on weekends from 5 p.m. Friday evening until 5 a.m.
Monday morning. Warning signs will be posted throughout the harvest areas. Recreationists are reminded
to obey all signs and to not enter active harvest areas.

Timber harvest activities are ongoing in Lion Gulch off Forest Service Road No. 9712 115. Harvest
operations occur in the winter to prevent soil compaction and require at least 24 inches of snow or solidly
frozen soils to protect vegetation and soils.

SNO-PARKS: All sno-parks on the Cle Elum Ranger District are open. For grooming reports please visit

the Washington State Parks Winter Recreation Page at www.parks.wa.gov/winter .

‘ NOTE: Manastash Sno-Park will not be openfor the winter recreation season. The sno-park

was destroyed by flood waters in May 2011. Kittitas County public works department will plow Manastash
Road only to the end of the pavement during the winter of 2011-2012. Parking will not be available. A
gate has been installed on Manastash Road 31 at approximatehjle post 1.2. There is no trailer turn
around beyond the end of the pavementNo trail grooming will take place south of Manastash Creek.
The popular route to the Naches Ranger District will not be groomed this year. Access to the groomed trails
north of Manastash Creek can be accessed from Taneum Sno-Park.

CABIN RENTALS: The Cle Elum Ranger District offers public rental of two cabins. Amenities and

number of occupants vary. For more information or to make reservations for these cabins, contact

Reserve USA at 1-877-444-6777 on line at www.reserveusa.com .

e Table Mountain AFrameis located at 6,000 feet elevation and is south of Blewett Pass. This is a
great spot for star gazing due to its high elevation and remote location. The cabin has four twin beds
and room for six additional folks on the floor. A large deck, picnic table, and fire ring add to the
charm of this rustic cabin. Winter access to this cabin is by ski, snowshoe or snowmobile only. The
route is 8.5 miles long and gains 2,000 feet of elevation over a groomed snowmobile route. A
Washington State Sno-Park permit is required for all vehicles parked at the Blewett Pass Sno-Park.
Alternate access is from the Reecer Creek Sno-Park which also requires a Sno-Park permit. The
distance from Reecer Creek is 14 miles with an elevation gain of 3,400 feet.

. ‘ NOTE: Teanaway Guard Station is currently closeddue to timber harvest in the vicinity of
the cabin. The cabin will remain closed through mid-March. Reservations can be made for dates
beginning in mid-March into the summer months.


http://www.parks.wa.gov/winter
http://www.reserveusa.com/
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ENTIAT RANGER DISTRICT

The office phone number is (509) 7841511.
OFFICE HOURS: 7:45a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday.

SNOW: Snow covers most of the district. There is 48 inches of snow at Pope Ridge. Entiat River Sno-

Park and Mad River Sno-Park are both open. Expect to see snow rangers out and about on the district
through March.
CAMPGROUNDS: Pine Flats, Fox Creek, Lake Creek, Silver Falls, Spruce Grove, North Fork and

Cottonwood campgrounds are closed for the season. District campgrounds may be used free of charge

during the winter closure season; however, road accessibility may be limited to these areas, and no water,
toilet or garbage services are provided or available. Call the Entiat Ranger District office at 509-784-
1511 for further information on campground use.

BEFORE HEADING TO THE WOODS: Itis important to check the local weather forecast before

traveling into the woods. Winter weather is often unpredictable as temperatures and conditions can

change quickly. Keep vehicles stocked with simple emergency equipment. Items such as tire chains,
warm clothes, blankets, water, extra food, and a flashlight can be crucial in an emergency.
SNOWMOBILE GROOMING: Some snowmobile routes are groomed; call 509-763-3103 ext. 5 for
grooming updates. We encourage folks to use the groomed routes.

SNOWMOBILE SAFETY:
e Check current weather and avalanche forecasts at www.nwac.noaa.gov

e Carry extra clothing , food/water, and emergency equipment (first aid kit, map/gps, tow strap, bivy sack,
extra tools, fire starter, phone, etc.)

e Carry avalanche rescue gear--shovel, probe, and avalanche transceiver (which you practice with and know
how to use)

e Tell someone where you are going and when you plan to return

¢ Ride at speeds which match conditions

e Always stay to the right and signal to oncoming riders how many are in your group
e Slow down when approaching other trail users

¢ Do not chase wildlife and keep your distance. Animals are much more easily stressed in the winter time
and need to conserve all the energy they can.

e Respect motorized closures and Wilderness boundaries to avoid further restrictions on access.
e Do not damage vegetation and trees which are above the snow
e When crossing possible avalanche slopes cross one at a time, and be prepared to perform a rescue

e If highmarking, test a small representative slope for stability first, and observe your party from safe location
not directly underneath their path of travel.

TRAILS: District trails are covered in snow, so plan your trip accordingly. The Upper Mad River

Seasonal Closure is in effect and will be lifted around mid-July 2012.


http://www.nwac.noaa.gov/
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ROADS: Most district roads are closed due to snow accumulation.

e Shady Pass Road No. 5900 is snow covered and closed to motor vehicles at the Entiat River Sno-Park.

« Entiat River Road No. 51 is closed to motor vehicles and open to snowmobiles up valley from the Entiat
Sno-Park.

« Mad River Sno-Park on Road No. 5800 is closed to motor vehicle traffic and open to snowmobiles and
winter recreationists.

Please obey posted closures and call the Entiat Ranger Station for the latest road conditions. Please

tread lightly on Forest Service roads, as winter weather settle in roads become extremely muddy and

susceptible to resource damage.

METHOW VALLEY RANGER DISTRICT

The office phone number is (509) 9964003.
OFFICE HOURS: The office is open from 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.
NEW WEBSITE: For current district information, check the new forest website at

http://www.fs.usda.gov/okawen/conditions, go to Quick Links on the right side of the page, choose

ACurrent Conditions I nformatis®nd nand et ceemtehro od
will take you to Recreation updates by District in the center of the next page. You will find frequently

updated information on roads, trails and campgrounds.

SNOW: There is 17 inches of snow at the ranger districtoffic e i n Wi nt hrop, 88 i nc|
Pass, 86 inches at Washington Pass and 35 inches at Mazama.

WEATHER: The district is snow covered. Be prepared for winter driving conditions. A local weather

forecast is available at http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?zoneid=WAZ042&zflg=1

SNO-PARK PERMITS: These permits are available at the Methow Valley Ranger District office, at the

Mazama Store in Mazama, and at Winthrop Mountain Sports in Winthrop.
SNOWMOBILE GROOMING: Area snowmobile trails have good snow cover and are groomed

regularly. For the most current grooming information go online to www.methow.com/groomer .

For online travel plan maps shows locations of district Sno-Parks and groomed snowmobile trails, go to:

http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/okawen/maps-pubs/?cid=stelprdb5306482 .

Before going out, check the current backcountry avalanche forecast on-line at
http://www.nwac.us/forecast/avalanche/current/zone/5/ or call 206-526-6677.
DOWN HILL SKIING: For current downhill ski conditions at Loup Loup Ski Bowl go online to

www.skitheloup.com/the mountain/conditions/ .



http://www.fs.usda.gov/okawen/conditions
http://forecast.weather.gov/MapClick.php?zoneid=WAZ042&zflg=1
http://www.methow.com/groomer
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/okawen/maps-pubs/?cid=stelprdb5306482
http://www.nwac.us/forecast/avalanche/current/zone/5/
http://www.skitheloup.com/the_mountain/conditions/
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CROSS-COUNTRY SKIING: Methow Valley Sport Trails Association (MVSTA) trails have been
groomed. For the most current grooming update go online to www.mvsta.com/grooming2.html .
NORTH CASCADES HIGHWAY 20 is CLOSED for the season between mileposts 148 and 178.

ROADS: Annually on November 15", some Forest Service roads close to motorized wheeled vehicles

and open as groomed cross-country ski trails. On December 1, most forest roads close to motorized
wheeled travel and open to snowmobile travel. To find out which roads are open and closed for different
uses, see our free travel plan map available at our district office or go online to

http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/okawen/maps-pubs/?cid=stelprdb5306482 .

e LibbyCreek Roadputh of Twisp, will remain closed due to the road washout at the upper Libby Creek crossing, just south of the
intersection with the Road No. 4340.

e Ramsey/Boulder Road N@31-5009-200 will remain closed this year to all motorized vehicles, by a gate at the beginning of the
road, due to a washout in the middle of the road, making the road unsafe to drive on.

e Trailers are pr ohi b500 excdptsingla axidbaowmbbile faile® aeallswedRay. 4 td DedN3d. .

e Boulder CreeRoad Na3700 is OPEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles from Dec. 1 to April 1.

» Boulder Creek/Rogers Lake Road38lois OPEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles from Dec. 1 to
April 1.

e South Fork Gold Creek Rd¢al4330 is OPEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles from Dec. 1 to April 1.

» Black Canyon Road 404 OPEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles from December 1 to April 1.

» NorthSummitBuck Pass Roa4200 Road is OPEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles from Dec. 1 to
April 1.

s  SouthSummitRoad4300 Road is OPEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles from Dec. 1 to April 1.

s Starvation Mountain Roé2B5 is OPEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles from Dec. 1 to April 1.

s Buttermilk/Libby (Buttermilk portidtoad 4300 is OPEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles from
December 1 to April 1.

s North Fork Gold CreBhkad 4340 is OPEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles from Dec. 1 to April 1.
s Poorman Creek Road 4300is OPEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles from December 1 to April 1.
« Buttermilk Butte Road 43000is OPEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles from Dec. 1 to April 1.

e Twisp River Roads 4400, 4430, 4435 andrd DREN to snowmobiles December 1 to April 1 but CLOSED to motorized
wheeled vehicles.

o Chewuch River Road 5190PEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles from Dec. 1 to April 1.
o Chewuch River Road 5@10OPEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles from December 1 to April 1.
« Eightmile Road 51800PEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles from December 1 to April 1.

o Cub Creek Road 52@0m the junction of Road 5200-100 to Goat Creek Sno-Park) is OPEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to
motorized wheeled vehicles from December 1 to April 1.

e Rendezvous Pass Ro%5 and Roads 5215-100, 5215-300, 5215-400, are CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles and
snowmobiles November 15 to March 31.

e Goat Peak Road 5229PEN to snowmobiles but CLOSED to motorized wheeled vehicles December 1 to April 1.

Following is a list of CLOSED district roads:

Alder Creek Road Ni#65-225 is CLOSED Oct. 1 to March 31 for non-motorized hunting access.

Alder Creek/Loesut Mountain Roadi065-200 is CLOSED Oct. 1 to March 31 for non-motorized hunting access.

Bear Creek Road No. 1480is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1 through March 31.

Cougar Creek Road No. 1880and Road No. 163225 ar€LOSED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1

through March 31.

e Ramsey/Bouldet631-5009-200 is CLOSED. The road is closed to all motorized vehicles by a gate at the beginning of the road; there
is a wash-out in the middle of the road making the road unsafe.

e Ramsey Creek Road NigB1-5009-300 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting from Oct. 1 through March 31.

e Jack CreelHwy 2® 103is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1 through March 31.


http://www.mvsta.com/grooming2.html
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/okawen/maps-pubs/?cid=stelprdb5306482
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Frazer Creeldwy 20 670is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1 through March 31.

Lower Boulder Road No3700-980 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1 through March 31.

Black Canyon Road N@10-050 is CLOSED. A plugged culvert and water and debris over the roadway about 1.5 miles from Road
No. 4010 junction make the road impassable. This road is also CLOSED Dec. 1 through March 31 for winter range.

Black Canyon Road No. 4000is CLOSED Dec. 1 through March 31 for winter range.

Pole Pick Road No. 41310 and Road No. 418&80are CLOSED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1 through
March 31.

YockeyCreek Road No. 41885is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1 through March 31.

Bear Mountain Road No. 4200is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting from Oct. 1 Nov. 30.

Volstead/Blue Buck Road M2zP5-200 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting from Oct. 1 through March 31.

Volstead Road N4225-400 is CLOSED due to the narrow roadway, undercutting and potential for portions of the shoulder to give
way under a load from wash out.

Lightening Creek Road No. 4280L0SED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1 through March 31.
Lightning Creek Ridg&oad No04235-195 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1 through Dec. 31.
Buttermilk Libby (Libby portion) Road 4860 is CLOSED, the road washed out at the upper Libby Creek crossing, just south of the
intersection with the Road No. 4340.

West Fork Buttermilk Road M&0-550 and Road No. 4300-560 are CLOSED, the road washed out last spring.

Smith Canyon Road No. 4200is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1 through March 31.
Buttermilk Creek Road No. 43600and Road No. 436@10are CLOSED for non-motorized hunting Oct. 1 through Nov. 30.
Newbutter Road No. 43Dis CLOSED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1 through March 31.

Lime Creek Road Nid00-110 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1 through March 31.
Thompson Ridge Road 4410LOSEDovember 15 to motorized use, then becomes a groomed cross-country ski trail.
Thompson RidgRoad No4410-100 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1 through March 31.
Thompson RidgRoad No4410-200 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting Oct. 1 through Nov. 30.

Little Bridge GrekRoad No4415-030 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting Oct. 1 through Nov. 30.

Cow Creek Road N@15-040 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting Oct. 1 through Nov. 30.

Deer Creek Road M415-050 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting Oct. 1 through Nov. 30.

Little Bridge Creek Saddle Road4Mb-100 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting Oct. 1 through Nov. 30.

Sheep Creek Road Mé15-175 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting Oct. 1 through Nov. 30.

Cabin Creek Road Md15-180 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting Oct. 1 through Nov. 30.

Buck Lakdroad No5130-140 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1 through March 31.

Buck Mountain Road Nd30-155 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting Oct. 1 through Dec. 15

Buck Mountain Roadb.5130-160 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting Oct. 1 through Dec. 15

First Creek Road N&200-030 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting in the winter range from Oct. 1 through March 31.

Fifth Creek Road Ng200-150 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting Oct. 1 through Dec. 15

Long Creek Road Nx200-500 is CLOSED. The road is washed out.

Rendezvous Pass RoRdad No0521%nd Roads 5214500, 521300, 521800 are CLOSE @b motorized wheeled vehicles
and snowmobiles November 15 to March 31.

Newby Creekdad N09114-125 is CLOSED for non-motorized hunting from Oct. 1 through March 31.

CAMPGROUNDS: Annually, access roads to all district campgrounds are closed to motorized wheeled

vehicles from Dec. 1 through April 1. During this time these access roads are used as groomed snowmobile

routes.

TRAILS: All district trails are now snow covered and access roads are blocked by winter snow

accumulation.
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NACHES RANGER DISTRICT

The office phone number is (509) 6531401.
OFFICE HOURS: The Naches Ranger Station foyer is open 24 hours a day, seven days a week to make

handouts and forest information available to the public during non-office hours. Winter office hours are
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. The office will be closed daily for lunch from noon to 1 p.m.
No permit sales after 4 p.m.

SNOW: As of January 31, there was 63 inches of snow at Bumping Ridge, 110 inches at Pigtail Peak
and 51 inches at White Pass.

PLANNING PROCESS--SPRING TRAIL CLOSURE: Over the years users have brought concerns

about trails, roads, and camping area deterioration issues to Naches Ranger District personnel seeking
ways to minimize continuing resource damage.

As a result of those concerns, public comments are being sought on a proposal determined under a
process known as a categorical exclusion. This process provides a tool managers can use when weather
conditions warrant seasonal closures to prevent natural resource damage.

Categorical exclusions identify agency actions that do not individually or cumulatively have a
significant impact on the human environment and, therefore do not require preparation of a full
environmental impact statement or environmental analysis. Managers must still comply with
environmental laws and solicit public comment when applying the authority.

A closure would be implemented on a case-by-case basis when reports from agency trail
coordinators, user groups and national forest visitors demonstrate a need to prevent natural resource
damage on motorized-use trails.

During a period of heavy use, spring precipitation and run-off from snow melt, an emergency
closure--closing motorized trails to motorized use on the district--occurred from April 15 through June 15,
2011. Trails managers, law enforcement officers, user groups and national forest visitors reported
significant trail improvement as a result of the emergency closure.

Forest Service emergency closures are intended to be used only temporarily while a categorical
exclusion is used so managers can implement closures when future conditions warrant. Effective dates
for the closures would vary, depending upon conditions.

Any trail restrictions being discussed are based on a temporary or seasonal closure dependent on
factors such as weather and trail reports. Under no circumstance are there any trails being proposed for

permanent closure under this process.
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Naches Ranger District managers are asking the public to review proposed actions that would
result in motorized trail closures when conditions warrant and to provide constructive comments. The
proposal would close motorized trails to all uses, not simply motorized use. Dates for closing and
opening the motorized trails would vary, but typically occur between April 1 and June 1.

A decision on how to manage Naches Ranger District trails, under the categorical exclusion, will
be based upon public comment and environmental analyses.

If you have comments or would like more information, please contact Michelle King at (509) 653-
1420, Monday through Friday, during normal working hours. You can also email official comments to

comments-pacificnorthwest-wenatchee-naches@fs.fed.us .

Forest Service personnel will be available at the Central Washington Sportsmen Show, February
17, 18 and 19, to answer questions and take comments on a seasonal closure and flood damaged road

repair projects.

SNO-PARKS: Sno-Parks are operated by Washington State Parks and Recreation under contract with

groomers. Grooming is occurring in areas where there is sufficient snow to groom.

Forest users need to pay attention to those areas that are posted closed to all motorized traffic other
than registered snowmobiles. Each Sno-Park will be signed and typically bermed with piles of snow
restricting access to all wheeled motorized traffic.

Now that Washington State Parks and Recreation Sno-Parks are in place, individuals parking at sno-
parks are required to have a Sno-Park Permit. The Northwest Forest Pass, Interagency Annual, Senior, or
Access passes are not valid at any Washington State Sno-Parks. At some locations you may be required
to have both the Washington State Discover Pass and the Sno-Park Permit.

See the Washington State Snowmobile SneParks siteor Non-Motorized Sno-Parks sitefor maps
and information about groomed trails, passes you will need (Discover or Sno-Park pass) and other
updates.

WINTER LOGGING AND SNOWMOBILES: Winter logging operations are ongoing in the Indian
Creek area on Forest Road No. 1308, off U.S. Highway 12 across from Rimrock Reservoir.

Due to winter logging operations there is a bit of a change in snowmobile trail restrictions for those
who use Gold Creek Sno-Park on Road No. 1705 and the groomed trail off State Route 410 near
Whistlind Jack Resort.

Now that timber operations have started, snowmobile traffic in the Gold Creek area will be limited
to specific times of the week. Snowmobilers will be allowed trail access to local businesses from 3 p.m.
Thursdays to early Friday morning and then after 3 p.m. Friday through the weekend. Timber operations

will then begin again early Monday mornings.


mailto:comments-pacificnorthwest-wenatchee-naches@fs.fed.us
http://www.parks.wa.gov/winter/trails/?TrailType=motorized&Region=4
http://www.parks.wa.gov/winter/trails/?TrailType=nonmotorized&Region=4
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WINTER RECREATION CHANGES: For those who have used the Bumping area for winter
recreation activities, a new trail system is being managed in the Bumping Lake area. The 4-mile cross-

country ski/snowshoe system includes a plowed Sno-Park and snow grooming occurs one to two days per
week. The trails center around Bumping Lake Campground. A Sno-Park permit is required for this trail
system, no other permits can be used.

The culvert on Forest Road No. 1601, dtamaged
prevent further damage from potential winter and spring runoff. Forest Road No. 1601 is not a groomed
route but still popular with cross- country skiers and snowshoers. Road No. 1601 is closed to all
motorized vehicles, including snowmobiles.

You can find non-motorized grooming schedules on the forest web under Naches Recreation. The
North Fork Tieton Sno-Park, Pleasant VValley Loop Trail No. 999, Goose Egg, and Bumping Sno-Park.
Grooming and trail conditions report will be updated regularly based on snow conditions. Go to
www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/okawen and click on Find an Area, Naches, winter activities.

BUMPING ROAD: Bumping River Road No. 1800 is open to the Bumping Lake dam where it is
bermed closed. The area beyond is open to snowmobilers, snowshoers and cross-country skiers only.

Drivers are encouraged to use extreme caution when driving the Bumping River Road due to ice and
narrowness of the snow plowed roadway.
2012 FLOOD REPAIR PROJECTS: In May 2011, the Naches and Cle Elum Ranger Districts

experienced 100-year flood events impacting 40 roads, multiple campgrounds, and other recreational

areas. The flood damage was so extensive the Forest Service general funds were not sufficient to repair
the damaged areas.

In June 2011, the forest received grant funds from Federal Lands Highway Department to help
repair flood damage. Emergency Relief for Federally Owned Roads (ERFO), is making it possible for the
Naches and Cle Elum Districts to begin to plan and implement flood repair projects. The intent of the
ERFO program is to defray unusually heavy expenses associated with the repair of federally owned roads
damaged by natural disaster or catastrophic failure.

The Naches and Cle Elum districts have created an ERFO Team, consisting of specialists and
planners, to work on the 10 most heavily damaged road sites on both districts. The team plans to work on
five projects this year and five more in 2013.

The five 2012 ERFO flood repair sites were picked based on the extent of damage and the urgency to
address vehicular access. Following is a list of these sites and their locations.

Forest Service Road No. 1808 at mile post 4.2. on the Naches District (located at T15N, R12E, Section 16).
Forest Service Road No. 1601 at mile post 0.3. on the Naches District (located at T16N, R15E, Section 30).
Forest Service Road No. 3120 at mile post 4.0. on the Cle Elum District (located at T18N, R15E, Section 10).

3100 Road System including mile post 0.9, 1.0, 1.1, 1.6, and 2.2 on the Cle Elum District (located at T17N,
R16E , Section 14 and Section 10).

Forest Service Road No. 3100 at mile post 10.4. on the Cle Elum District (located at T18N, R15E, Section 22).


http://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/okawen
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For a more detailed overview of repairs go to www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/okawen and click on Naches

or Cle Elum AFind an Area, o then c¢click on the 2
ROAD CLOSURES:

Bald Mountain/Manastash Ridge Area:

e Milk Creek Sno-Park, at the Junction of State Route 410 and Forest Road No. 1708, and the designated
snowmobile route on Forest Road No. 1708 are closed to motorized vehicles (including snowmobiles) from
the junction of State Route 410 to the junction of the designated groomed snowmobile route on Forest
Road No. 1708/585 during the snowmobile season.

e Upper and Lower Rock Creek Sno-Parks on Forest Road No. 1702 and the designated snowmobile route
from the Sno-Park on Forest Road No. 1702 are closed to motorized vehicles (including snowmobiles) to
the junction of Forest Roads No. 1702 and 1720, and the designated snowmobile route on these roads.

e The snowmobile route on Forest Road No. 1703, accessed from Gold Creek Station and the junction of
State Route 410, is closed to motorized vehicles (including snowmobiles) to the junction of the designated
snowmobile route on Forest Road No. 1705.

o Officials are hopeful a temporary Sno-Park can be located on Road No. 1701 (either a half mile from the
junction of State Route 410 or at the junction of Roads No. 1701 and 1713) to provide access into the
area. A final decision is dependent upon the timber purchaser's winter plans for a timber sale previously
under contract.

Rattlesnake/Bethel Ridge Area:
e The Little Rattlesnake loop formed by Forest Roads No. 1501 and 1503 is closed to motorized vehicles
(including snowmobiles).
e The Rattlesnake Sno-Park, at the junction of Forest Roads No. 1500 and 1501 has been relocated to the
site of the old Rattlesnake Guard Station. This site will be managed as a Washington State Department of
Natural Resources Winter Trailhead. A Discover Pass will be necessary to park at this site, not a Sno-
Park permit.

PLEASANT VALLEY LOOP TRAIL: This trail is open for the cross-country ski and snowshoe season.

A Washington State Parks and Recreation Sno-Park Permit is required; Interagency Annual, Senior and
Access Passes and the Northwest Forest Pass are not valid. The Washington State Discovery Pass is also
not valid.

DAY USE SITES ARE CLOSED: Clear Lake and Boulder Cave Day Use sites are closed for the

winter.
BOULDER CAVE AREA IS CLOSED: Boulder Cave, the trail and area surrounding the cave are

closed for the winter. This means the trail to the cave is closed to all use during the winter.

The cave and trail are closed to protect wintering bats from human incursion and to prevent the
potential spread of White Nose Syndrome which has been killing bats in the east and southeast states. To
preserve the cave and winter hibernacula for hibernating bats it is essential to close the cave and trail to
everyone.

Snowshoers and cross-country skiers can use the road beyond the gate to the day use site. A

Washington State Parks and Recreation Sno-Park Permit is required.


http://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/okawen
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CAMPGROUNDS: All campgrounds on the district are closed for the winter. For those who enjoy

winter camping, remember no amenities are available and please pack out all you pack in.

GROUP RESERVATION SITES: All Group Reservation sites are managed by the Forest Service and

require a reservation through the www.recreation.gov website. There are NO discounts on group sites.

Area Group Reservation Sites Daily Fee | Registration Fee

State Route 410 . . . .

Chinook Pass American Ridge Lodge is open for the winter $100 $10

Chinook Pass| Indian Flat -- Closed $100 $10

Chinook Pass| Pine Needle -- Closed $50 $10

Chinook Pass| American River Guard Station is open for the winter $50 $10

Chinook Pass| Salmon Cove -- Closed $50 $10

Chinook Pass| Kaner Flat -- Closed $60 $10
Highway 12 .

White Pass South Fork Tieton -- Closed $60 $10

White Pass Clear Lake North -- Closed $60 $10

TONASKET RANGER DISTRICT

The office phone number is (509) 4862186.
OFFICE HOURS: Office hours are Monday through Friday, 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. During non-

business hours, free forest information is available in the cabinets outside the main entrance to the district
office.

SNOW: There is 21 inches of snow at Salmon Meadows.

SNO-PARK PERMITS: Parking in a designated Sno-Park requires a Sno-Park permit. Permits are

available at the Tonasket Ranger District office. This permit is typically sold to cross-country skiers and
snowshoers. Seasonal and day permits are available.

WOODCUTTING: Permits to cut firewood are available for purchase at the ranger district office in

Tonasket and Okanogan Valley office in Okanogan. These permits are valid only on the Methow Valley
and Tonasket Ranger Districts. The minimum $20 permit allows woodcutters to gather four (4) cords of
firewood. Permits are valid through December 31, 2012. For more information contact the Tonasket
Ranger District office at 509-486-2186.

TRAILS: All trails on the Tonasket Ranger District are snow covered. Trailhead registration and
Northwest Forest Passes are required at Long Swamp, Fourteen Mile, Irongate and Chewuch trailheads.

Day and annual passes are available at ranger district offices or online at http://www.discovernw.org/.

Senior Passes and Interagency Passes are also honored at trailheads and are available for purchase at the

ranger station.


http://www.recreation.gov/
http://www.hoodoo.com/Wenatchee_National_Forest_Naches_District/White_Pass-Hwy_12_Area/Windy_Point.htm
http://www.discovernw.org/
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ROADS: Expect snow on most forest roads. Seasonal road and area closures are in effect.

Road Name and Number Condition
Road No. 3000 Seasonal Closure December 1 - April 1
Aeneas Road No. 30 Road No. 3000-290 & 285 Seasonal Closure October 1 - March 31
Road No. 3000-530 Seasonal Closure December 1 - March 31
Barnell Meadows 3000-100 Seasonal Closure December 1 - April 1

Road No. 3200 Seasonal Closure December 1 - April 1
Bonaparte Lake to Beaver Lake 32 Road No. 3200-030 Seasonal Closure October 1 - March 31
Road No. 3200-050 Seasonal Closure December 1 - April 1

Road No. 3230 Seasonal Closure December 1 - April 1

** Forest users should be prepared for logging traffic on FS road No. 3230.
Snowmobiles may still use this road, even though it remains closed to all
other motorized public access. The snowmobile gate will be locked every
evening.

Road No. 3230-090 Seasonal Closure October 1 - April 1

Henderson Creek/Mill Creek 3230

Road No. 3235 Seasonal Closure December 1 - April 1

** Forest users should be prepared for logging traffic on road No. 3235.
Phoebe Mountain (Burge Mt.) 3235 Snowmobiles may still use this road, even though it remains closed to all
other motorized public access. The snowmobile gate will be locked every
evening.

Road No. 3240 Seasonal Closure December 1 — April 1

Cumberland Mountain 3240 Road No. 3240 — 020 Seasonal Closure December 1 - April 1

Road No. 3300 Seasonal Closure December 1 - April 1

Box Canyon 33 Road No. 3300-040 Seasonal Closure December 1 - April 1

From Four Corners to Chesaw 34 Road No. 3400 Seasonal Closure December 1 - April 1

North Fork Salmon Creek 38 Road No. 3800 Seasonal Closure December 1 — April 1

South Fork Salmon Creek-Buck Pass 42 |Road No. 4200 Seasonal Closure December 1 - April 1

Please use the free Okanogan Forest Travel Plan Map (available at Forest offices or online at
http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5306489.pdf) when traveling on the
district. For current road conditions please call the Tonasket Ranger District at 509-486-2186.
CAMPGROUNDS: All campgrounds on the Tonasket Ranger District are closed during the winter. If

you plan to stay in any of these campgrounds, please be sure to bring your own water and pack out all
trash.
The group site at Lost Lake Campground is available by reservation only. This site is generally

booked far in advance, so make reservations early. Please go online to www.recreation.gov or call the

National Recreation Reservation Service at 1-877-444-6777 to make reservations.

WENATCHEE RIVER RANGER DISTRICT

The office phone number is (509) 548-2550.
OFFICE HOURS: 7:45a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through Friday. The Lake Wenatchee Ranger

Station is not open for visitor services.



http://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprdb5306489.pdf
http://www.recreation.gov/
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SNOW: As of February 13", there was 33 inches of snow at Blewett Pass, 82 inches at Trinity and 87

inches at Stevens Pass.

ROADS: Most district roads are open, but expect to encounter snow on most roadways.

Chiwawa Road No. 6200 is closed for the winter to wheeled motor vehicles at the junction of Meadow Creek
Road No. 6300.

White River Road No. 6400 is plowed to the end of the county road at Tall Timbers Ranch.

For the winter, Little Wenatchee Road No. 6500 is gated closed to wheeled motor vehicles at the end of the
county road.

Smithbrook/Rainy Creek Road No. 6700 is inaccessible due to snow. Be aware that avalanches are
common in this area especially after new snowfalls.

Mission Creek Road No. 7100 is CLOSED due to flood damage from the junction of Number Two Canyon
Road No. 7101 to the junction with Beehive Road No. 9712. The road is unsafe for travel.

No. 2 Canyon Road No. 7101 has a seasonal closure from Oct. 1 to the Saturday after Apple Blossom in early
May.

Tip Top Road No. 7202 is impassable one mile from the junction of Camas Creek Road No. 7200 due to road
damage.

Scotty Creek Road No. 7324 is CLOSED to wheeled motor vehicles 3.5 miles north of Blewett Pass due to
road damage.

Walker Canyon Road No. 7510 is CLOSED to wheeled motor vehicles due to a mudslide in Clark Canyon.
Icicle Road No. 7600 is plowed to the junction of Eightmile Road No. 7601.

Eightmile Road No. 7601 is gated CLOSED to wheeled motor vehicles at the junction of Icicle Road No. 7600
due to snow.

Van Creek Road No. 7520 is barricaded CLOSED to wheeled motor vehicles at the junction with Eagle Creek
Road.

Beehive Road No. 9712 is CLOSED to wheeled motor vehicles.

Chelan County Department of Public Works will be replacing the Old Blewett Bridge on FS Road No. 7320
during the summer of 2012. This bridge is located approximately a tenth of a mile west of US 97 at milepost
172.

Chelan County Department of Public Works will also be closing portions of Horse Lake Road and Burch
Mountain Road through April 15 due to soft and muddy conditions.

SNOWMOBILING: Snowmobiles are not allowed on plowed roads or any roadway that is open to

wheeled motor vehicles unless otherwise posteBor snowmobile trail grooming reports on the Lake

Wenatchee/Entiat Valley snowmobile trail system call (509) 763-3103 and press 5.

Sno-Park Permits are required for parking at Fish Lake and Airstrip Sno-Parks. Trail maps are

available at the Okanogan-Wenatchee National Forest website http://www.fs.usda.gov/okawen or WA State

Parks web site http://www.parks.wa.gov/winter/trails/ .
SKIING / SNOWSHOEING:

T

Lake Wenatchee State Park offers cross-country and skate skiing trails, snowshoe routes, and a sledding hill.
Grooming information is available at www.parks.wa.gov/winter/trails/?TrailType=nonmotorized. Sno-Park permits
are required for parking at the Lake Wenatchee State Park, Chiwawa Loop and Kahler Glen Sno-Parks. For more
information contact Lake Wenatchee State Park at (509) 763-3101.

Leavenworth Winter Sports Club www.skileavenworth.com provides Alpine, Nordic, and skate skiing trails,
snowboarding, ski jumping, snowshoe routes and a tubing park.

Stevens Pass Nordic Center www.stevenspass.com has groomed cross-country and skate skiing trails and
showshoe routes.

Downhill skiing and snowboarding are available at Mission Ridge www.missionridge.com and Stevens Pass
www.stevenspass.com .



http://www.fs.usda.gov/okawen
http://www.parks.wa.gov/winter/trails/
http://www.parks.wa.gov/winter/trails/?TrailType=nonmotorized
http://www.stevenspass.com/
http://www.missionridge.com/
http://www.stevenspass.com/
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CAMPGROUNDS: No fees are charged at district campgrounds during the winter months. Campers

need to remember to bring drinking water, toilet paper and pack out garbage.

b Tumwater, Nason Creek and Chatter Creek Campgrounds are closed for the season.

b Entry gates are closed at Eightmile Campground, but visitors may park outside the gate (without blocking
it) and walk in to camp.

b All other district campgrounds are open with no fees and no services but are inaccessible to wheeled motor
vehicles during the winter months.

GROUP CAMPSITES: To reserve one of the large group sites at Eightmile, Bridge Creek, Tumwater and

Grouse Creek Campgrounds, please call the National Reservation line at 1-877-444-6777or via the Internet at
www.recreation.gov . Reservations may be made up to one year in advance.

ENCHANTMENT PERMITS: Overnight Wilderness permits are required from June 15 to October 15
for the Enchantment Area of the Alpine Lakes Wilderness.

To help streamline the permit application process and provide a more timely response to applicants,
the Enchantment Permit Area reservation system is now on the internet. For 2012, applying for a permit
reservation requires going to www.recreation.gov, setting up a profile, clicking on the "Permits" tab near

the center top of the home page screen, and then applying through a series of simple menus. For people
who do not have internet access, they will need to apply through the National Recreation Reservation
Service help center at 1-877-444-6777.

The www.recreation.gov website will accept applications for summer 2012 starting on February

22. On March 14, a lottery will be run consisting of all applications accepted up to that date; applicants
will receive notification whether or not they are successful in the lottery drawing. The website will also
provide a way to issue permits later in the year as cancellations occur.

The old permit application forms will no longer be used and forms mailed to the Wenatchee River
Ranger Station will not be accepted. Day of entry permits are still done at the ranger station, but all
advanced reservations are now done through the new web-based system.
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