
R2 Sensitive Species (SS)  

Recommendations and Evaluations 

Common Name: Kit Fox 

Scientific Name: Vulpes macrotis 

Recommendation: R2 Sensitive Species (SS) 

Recommendation Rationale:  

Population and even distribution data are somewhat scarce. However, numbers 
are believed to be relatively low and populations patchy. Habitat has been and 
continues to be lost due to agricultural conversion and exurbanization. The State 
Constitutional ban on trapping in Colorado has likely reduced some pressure on 
the species, but habitat loss and fragmentation is probably the bigger threat. It is 
currently uncertain to what degree habitat for and populations of this species are 
supported on FS administered lands. Kit fox in R2 are limited to far western 
Colorado, with most occupying desert shrub and pinyon-juniper/desert shrub 
habitats below NFS administered lands. The only Forest that likely contains 
some of this habitat type and which may contribute to kit fox support is found on 
the GMUG. It is likely that relatively little such habitat is found on the Forest and 
that few fox use Forest lands. The GMUG Forest Biologist does confirm, 
however, that suitable habitat is present on some portions of the Forest. While 
limited potential for occurrence on NFS lands could lead to a conclusion that the 
species is not warranted for the regional sensitive species list, recent studies by 
or for the Colorado Division of Wildlife clearly demonstrate that this species is in 
very deep trouble in Colorado. So much so, that they are considering undertaking 
transplants to bolster the population to maintain or achieve viability. The Division 
estimates that fewer than 100 individuals may remain. Extant populations are 
small, some apparently disjunct, and both adult and juvenile survival is poor. It is 
highly questionable whether remaining populations are viable. The State listed 
the species as endangered in 1998. This being the case, every animal and all 
suitable habitat or functional connective corridors may be crucial to the survival 
and potential recovery of the species in Colorado. For that reason, if NFS lands 
contribute or have the potential to contribute to the conservation of this species, 
even if in a small way, it may justify maximizing protection by and conservation 
management for the species by FS. To that end, we believe that placement on 
the R2 sensitive species list may, in fact, be warranted. Listing would affect only 
the GMUG. The GMUG Forest Biologist recommends placing the species on the 
“sensitive species list for the GMUG”. All team members concur in adding this 
species to the Regional list. 

The above information is based on: Beck et al (1997) and Fitzgerald 1997; and 
personal communication with GMUG Forest Biologist (2001). 


