
NON-MOTORIZED TRAILS  STRATEGY 

 National Forests in North Carolina 



NATIONAL FORESTS IN NORTH CAROLINA 

 Facts:  

4 National Forests 1,254,534 acres  1,695 miles FS trails 

Nantahala & Pisgah in WNC 1,044,004 ac in WNC 7.5 million visits to NFsNC 



WHY ARE SO MANY DRAWN TO THE TRAIL? 



WHERE ARE THEY? 

They are across the state on public and private lands. 



INCREASING TRAIL USE EVERY YEAR 

Changing demographics and activities.  
There has been a 136% increase in recreation on 
National Forests in the past 24 years. 
Outdoor recreation most popular tourist activity 
in the Blue Ridge Natural Heritage Area. 



HOW DO WE ADDRESS THE NEED? 

 All lands 

 Volunteers 

 Collaborate 

 

http://www.sorba.org/�
http://www.friendsofwilsoncreek.org/main.asp�
http://www.nchorsecouncil.com/�


NFsNC NON-MOTORIZED TRAILS  STRATEGY  

 A collaborative process. 
 

 Initial workshops start 
Jan. 2012. 
 

 Starting with the 
Nantahala and Pisgah. 
 

 Public meetings 
involving a year-long 
commitment. 
 

 All lands approach. 
 

 Sustainable. 



OBJECTIVES 

 I.d. trails on FS and non-FS 
lands in a larger landscape 
and recreation context. 
 

 I.d. an improved network 
of trails and trail complexes 
including loops and 
connectors. 
 

 I.d. which trails work or not. 
 

 Collaboratively establish 
criteria for evaluating trail 
proposals. 



GOALS 

 Identify ecologically sustainable 
systems-reduce impacts to other 
resources. 

 Provide high quality recreation 
experiences to a variety of users. 

 Identify national forest  trails as part 
of a network of recreation trails, 
including other federal/state/local 
trail systems. 

 Recommend a path for future 
sustainable trails management. 

 Organize and empower volunteer 
groups to work collaboratively to 
provide increased maintenance and 
support to the forest trails program. 



ALL MOVING IN THE SAME DIRECTION 



FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS 



QUESTIONS 

Alice Cohen 
NFsNC Non-motorized Trails Strategy Facilitator 
nctrailstrategy@gmail.com 828-257-4258 
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