
2012 Picket Wire Canyonlands Guided Auto Tour 

 

RESERVATION SHEET 

 
Enclosed you will find the tour schedule, safety checklist and liability statement. Please fill out the 

reservation sheet and return it with the correct tour fee along with the signed liability statement. Upon 

receipt of the requested items, a confirmation letter will be mailed to you. Tours will be filled on a first 

come, first serve basis. If less than 12 visitors sign up for a tour the tour will be rescheduled. Please pick 

an alternate date.  

 

Name/Contact___________________________________________________________  

 

Email _________________________________________________________________  

 

Phone/ Home _________________________ Cell___________________________  

 

Address________________________________________________________________  

 

City_____________________________ State______ Zip Code__________________  

 

Date of Tour Request_________________________ Alternate Date______________  

 

Number of Adults (13 and older)______________ x $15.00 = ___________________  

 

Number of Youths (ages 6 – 12)_______________ x $7.50 = ____________________  

 

Number of Children (ages 5 and under)___________ $.00  

 

Number of Adults with Golden Age/Senior Pass ____________ x $7.50 = _________  
Individual Passport Numbers________________________________________________  

 

Number of Adults with Handicap/ATB Access Pass_____________ $.00  
Individual Passport Numbers________________________________________________  

Note: This is a guided auto tour conducted under the Federal Land Recreation Enhancement Act, in which 

only the holder of the pass receives a discount. For Guided Tours, Only the pass holder receives a 50% 

discount for guided tours. Please refer to the America The Beautiful – The National Parks and Federal 

Recreational lands Pass Program Standard Operating Procedures 10-27-2006 for further details. For 

questions, please contact the U.S. Forest Service office 719-384-2181.  

 

TOTAL VISITORS ______________ TOTAL FEE______________  

Make check or money order payable to: U.S. Forest Service  
Mail reservation sheet, tour fee and liability statement to:  

U.S. Forest Service, 1420 East 3rd Street, La Junta, CO 81050  



Picket Wire Canyonlands Guided Auto Tour  
 
LIABILITY STATEMENT  
 

 

The real and potential hazards of participating in a guided tour to   

Picket Wire Canyonlands by the USDA Forest Service have been 

explained to me. I acknowledge and I accept the risk for myself, my 

family, and my personal property.  

 

 

__________________________________________________ 

Signature        Date  



Picket Wire Canyonlands Guided Auto Tour  

 
SAFETY CHECKLIST  

 
All persons in your tour group 18 years and older must read through the safety checklist and then 

sign the liability statement. Detach the liability statement from the safety checklist and mail it back 

with your tour reservation sheet as proof your tour group understands and will adhere to the safety 

guidelines.  

Visitors on the guided auto tour will be responsible for providing their own 4-wheel drive, high 

clearance vehicle. ALL WHEEL DRIVE, MINIVANS, RVs, AND SEDAN TYPE VEHICLES ARE 

NOT ALLOWED. Tour groups will be limited to a maximum of 40 people and are conducted by a 

tour guide. Please meet at the Comanche National Grassland office at 8a.m. the day of the tour. Plan 

for a full day; from 8a.m. to approximately 4p.m. You must stay with the tour group for the full 

duration of the tour—you may not depart early. Tours will be subject to cancellation due to adverse 

weather or road conditions. If a tour is cancelled for this reason, every attempt will be made to 

reschedule. Tour fees are non-refundable if cancelled by the participant. If you have questions, please 

contact us at 719.384.2181. Thank you for your cooperation.  

 

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY  

 

Please become familiar with the following safety tips and bring all items appropriate from the 

checklist to the tour. It is your responsibility to be aware of the potential risks and to take safety 

precautions at all times while you are on the guided auto tour. Any children under the age of 18 are 

the COMPLETE responsibility of their accompanying adults/guardians. THERE MUST BE ONE 

ADULT FOR EVERY 5 CHILDREN. Please do not let your children wander away from the tour 

group.  

Sorry, NO PETS ALLOWED.  

 

WATER  

 

1. There is no drinkable water in the canyon. A minimum of 2 quarts of water per person is 

recommended at all times of the year. We suggest you carry an extra water cooler in your vehicle.  

 

FACILITIES  

 

1. There are restrooms at the office you can use in the morning. During the tour there will be only 

two toilet facilities: one vault toilet at the dinosaur tracksite (noon), and one vault toilet at the Rourke 

Ranch (last stop of the day at approx. 3:30p.m.). Once you leave the canyon, there is a vault toilet 

approximately 3 miles from last army gate at Picket Wire Corrals (Intersection of County Road B 

and County Road 25).  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CLOTHING  

 

1. High-top hiking boots are strongly recommended. Prickly pear and cholla cactus are abundant in 

the canyon.  

 

2. Bring RIVER SHOES or old tennis shoes if you desire to cross the river to see the dinosaur tracks.  

 

RIVER SAFETY  

 

1. River water is not potable. Please do not drink it.  

2. Even though the river may look shallow, in places there are sudden deep drop-offs.  

3. Tour guides will determine whether or not the river is safe to cross. This will be dependent on the 

depth and current. You assume your own risk if you choose to cross the river  

4. ALL CHILDREN MUST BE SUPERVISED AT ALL TIMES, especially near the water. Please 

keep children under control at all times.  

 

VEHICLE SAFETY  

 

1. 4-WHEEL DRIVE, HIGH CLEARANCE VEHICLES are REQUIRED for the tour. Be sure the 

driver is experienced at 4-wheel driving.  

2. The road used on the tour is a narrow 2-track dirt road. It is also extremely bumpy in places. Please 

use 4-wheel drive when tour guides request it be used. If 4-wheel drive is not used, some slipping of 

the tires may occur.  

3. There is a potential for your vehicle to scrape vegetation, have a flat tire or for damage to occur to 

your axle or frame if not careful.  

4. Sharp and blind curves exist. PLEASE DRIVE SLOWLY AT ALL TIMES.  

5. You will be sharing the road with other people on foot, horseback and bicycles, and wildlife. 

Wildlife may unexpectedly cross the road. Please keep your eyes on the road. If you need to stop 

your vehicle, stop it at a safe level location.  

6. There is a potential for flat tires while driving in and out of the canyon. Bring at least one useable, 

inflated, spare tire. 4 ply tires have a greater risk of puncture. 6 ply tires are less likely to puncture. 

Make sure you have a lug wrench and a jack that work for your vehicle.  

7. Especially during summer months, be aware of your engine overheating. Check all fluid levels in 

your vehicle before the tour.  

8. Make sure your vehicle has a FULL TANK OF GAS before arriving at the office the morning of 

the tour  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHECKLIST OF ITEMS TO BRING  

 
___Drinking water (minimum of 2 quarts per person and extra  

       water cooler)  

___Lunch and snacks for the day  

___Clothing appropriate for current and changing weather  

       conditions  

___High top and sturdy hiking boots  

___River shoes  

___Sunglasses, sunscreen, hat, insect repellent  

___Any medication to be taken in a twenty-four hour period  

___First Aid Kit  

___EPI-PEN (if allergic to insect stings)  

___4-wheel drive, high clearance vehicle in good running  

       condition  

___Full tank of gas for vehicle  

___Inflated usable spare tire, lug wrench, car jack 


