
R2 Sensitive Species (SS)  

Recommendations and Evaluations 

 Common Name: Mountain Plover 

Scientific Name: Charadrius montanus 

Recommendation: R2 Sensitive Species (SS) 

Recommendation Rationale:  

A species evaluation was not done for mountain plover, because it was proposed 
for listing as a Threatened species under the Endangered Species Act.  First 
proposed for listing on Feb. 16, 1999, the final decision issued Sept. 9, 2003 was 
to withdraw the listing proposal, due to new information on the status of the 
species as well as actions that had been taken by state and federal agencies to 
conserve the species.   
 
The mountain plover is associated with shortgrass and shrub-steppe habitats 
throughout its breeding and wintering range.  Nesting range extends through the 
Rocky Mountain and Great Plains states from Montana south to Mexico, with 
Montana, Wyoming and Colorado considered the core breeding area. In Region 
2, the mountain plover is known to breed on the Pawnee, Comanche, Cimarron, 
and Thunder Basin National Grasslands, and there are records of breeding birds 
in the vicinity of Buffalo Gap National Grassland, Black Hills NF, Rio Grande NF, 
Pike-San Isabel NFs, Medicine Bow-Routt NFs, and Shoshone NF.   
 
Christmas Bird count data indicate a slow decline of mountain plover populations 
over the last 44 years.  While previously recognized as one of the key breeding 
areas for plovers, the breeding population on the Pawnee has now declined to 
about 10% of the early 1990’s population.  This decline coincided with high 
annual precipitation and vegetation production over several consecutive years 
from 1995 to 2001.  On Thunder Basin, the number of plovers observed declined 
from 53 to 37 from 1993 to 2002, while the area surveyed during this time 
quadrupled, for reasons that are unclear. 
 
Mountain plovers prefer large, flat grassland expanses with sparse, short 
vegetation, and bare ground, often associated with blue grama (Bouteloua 
gracilis) or buffalo grass (Buchloe dactyloides).  Areas disturbed by prairie dogs, 
bison, heavy grazing, fire, drought, and cultivation can provide suitable habitat.  
Plague is now pervasive in the west and can decimate prairie dog colonies, 
which may in turn affect mountain plover habitat.  The extent and timing of 
livestock grazing, plague, annual weather patterns, and other variables in 
addition to scientific uncertainty can make management of mountain plover 
habitat difficult and challenging.  



 
Because of the downward population trends observed on grassland units and the 
need for special emphasis and considerations in management, sensitive species 
status is warranted.  
 


