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Dear Anne: 

On behalf of Regional Forester Rick Cables and myself, I would like to extend our appreciation 
to the Core Team for their outstanding presentation on February 20, 2007, here at the Regional 
Office.  Your presentation demonstrated the level of commitment the entire Team gave to 
examining the issues surrounding wilderness recreation in Colorado’s popular “magnet” areas.  
The fact that the Core Team volunteered over 1,000 hours to this project speaks volumes for 
your dedication to protecting these fragile areas for future generations. 

I have read the 51 recommendations the Core Team presented and have instructed Director Steve 
Sherwood to identify the long-term and short-term recommendations that we can realistically 
address, including those that will require NEPA and public input.  Steve and I plan to present 
your recommendations at the Regional Leadership Team (RLT) meeting, June 26-28, 2007, in 
Rapid City, South Dakota.  We want to make sure the Forest Supervisors are fully aware of your 
recommendations and the implications of taking future management actions that could affect 
Forest and District budgets and staff time. 

Additionally, I have advised Director Sherwood to move ahead on hiring a student under our 
Student Career Employment Program (SCEP) to work with Ralph Swain, Regional Wilderness 
Program Manager, to advance specific projects associated with some of your recommendations.  
A portion of the student’s assignments will focus on the recommendations the RLT endorse at 
the June meeting. 

In reviewing your work, one of your recommendations was for the Region to work directly with 
the Aldo Leopold Wilderness Research Institute (ALWRI) to conduct a social carrying capacity 
study.  I would like this recommendation investigated in more detail, including the scope of the 
study desired and the funding needs to implement such a study.  Ralph will contact Dr. Dave 
Cole at the ALWRI to follow-up on the details for this particular recommendation. 

Finally, the Core Team requested the opportunity to continue their work in 2007.  I encourage 
the extension of your Team’s work and have asked Steve Sherwood and Ralph Swain to work 
directly with the Team to define exactly what the group could do to help the Forest Service 
improve wilderness stewardship in these high-use wildernesses in Colorado.  One aspect we 
would like you to strongly consider is to seek additional members for your Team.  Please 
consider seeking diversity, including minority-affiliated organizations, to your Team to bring  
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different perspectives to the issues and concerns facing wilderness stewardship in the future.  
Also, it would be helpful to add a voice from the academic community, perhaps from Colorado 
State University natural resource department or from a college with an environmental law 
perspective.  We feel the added diversity will strengthen the Core Team. 

I wish you well in your future work and look forward to hearing more about what the Team 
hopes to accomplish in 2007.  I personally liked your suggestion at the February 20th 
presentation to host additional Wilderness Recreation Forums in 2007.  I feel the Forums 
provided a very helpful avenue to learn more about wilderness and to hear from leading 
wilderness researchers and scientists. 

I have directed Ralph Swain to remain as your Core Team liaison.  However, Ralph’s 2007 
program of work has already been developed and the scope of his involvement with the group 
will need to be tempered with his important role of Regional Program lead for 46 wildernesses in 
Region Two.  Please contact Ralph Swain at 303-275-5058, if you have further questions or 
concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
/s/ Greg Griffith 
GREG GRIFFITH 
Deputy Regional Forester 
 
 
cc:  Ralph Swain    

 


