
How to find Available Launches, including Cancellations, for the Four Rivers 
(Selway, Salmon, Snake and Middle Fork of the Salmon) 

Beginning on the day that lottery results are available, any declined or cancelled lottery control season 
float launch dates for the Wild Main Salmon, Hells Canyon-Snake & Middle Fork of the Salmon Rivers 
will be released through the www.recreation.gov website.  

For 2018, a two-hour booking window will open daily at 9 a.m. Mountain Time (8 a.m. Pacific, 10 a.m. 
Central, 11 a.m. Eastern Time), starting February 14. There will also be a “CAPTCHA” (verifies users are 
not robots) requirement when reserving a launch date. Available dates will reserved on a first-come, 
first-served basis. 

Selway River dates that are cancelled or declined will not be released until March 16. 

There is a confirmation deadline of March 15 for all awarded lottery dates. Unconfirmed lottery dates 
will be released on March 16 at 9 a.m. Mountain Time during that day’s booking window. 

To see if there are any available launches, go to www.recreation.gov website.  

At the Home page, type in the name of the river you are searching for in the Search box. (Hint: if you 
type 4 Rivers in the Search field, a drop-down list including all 4 rivers should appear. Be sure to select 
the option with a purple “P” in front of the name.) 

You can also contact the reservation call center at 1-877-444-6777 to check availability and reserve 
launch dates. 

If you have any difficulties, the Customer Service number is 1-888-448-1474. 

To find more information about each river’s rules, regulations, trip information, etc., use the links at the 
bottom of the Four Rivers website at: http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/scnf/passes-
permits/recreation/?cid=fsbdev3_029568.  

 

FAQs: 

How do I reserve a cancelled permit? When a reservation is cancelled, it should show up as an “A” on 
the availability grid on the Recreation.gov website. However, the cancellation cannot be reserved until 
the booking window opens (9 a.m. Mountain Time). The first person to secure the reservation will get 
the launch date. If the launch is not reserved during the two-hour booking window, the cancellation will 
be held until the next day’s window opens. 

How will I know if there is a cancellation? Boaters are encouraged to log in and check the 
Recreation.gov website before the booking window opens; there should be an “A” on the availability 
grid if there is a launch date that will be available at the designated time. Cancellations may also show 
up during the booking window that could be reserved. 
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What rivers and dates are affected? The control season dates for float permits for each river are: 

 Selway: May 15-July 31 
 Snake: May 25-Sept. 10 
 Salmon: June 20-Sept. 7  
 Middle Fork Salmon: May 28-September 3 (pre-season and post-season launches are 

still released randomly, however, Aug. 15-Sept. 15 launches are not reissued after 
March 15 due to spawning salmon in the river) 

Why the change? We have implemented this new cancellation policy in an effort to maintain equal 
access to cancelled permits for all of our customers. 

New Booking Window (i.e., How did we land on the time of day selected for the new booking 
window?): The river managers recognize that the timing of a limited booking window would not be 
convenient to everyone. The time was chosen, in part, to correspond with the needs of the launch sites 
as well as river office hours and Recreation.gov call center hours. The Four Rivers team has an inbox for 
submitting emails: fourriverslottery@fs.fed.us. 
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