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To the U.S. Forest Service: 

 
Please accept this letter and the enclosed comments from 809 of our supporters as public 
comment on the George Washington National Forest Draft Plan. 

 
The Chesapeake Climate Action Network (CCAN) is the first grassroots, non-profit organization 
dedicated exclusively to fighting global warming in Maryland, Virginia, and Washington, D.C. 
With 70,000 supporters, our mission is to build and mobilize a powerful grassroots movement in 
this unique region that surrounds our nation's capital to call for state, national and international 
policies that will put us on a path to climate stability. 

 
We were very pleased to see that the George Washington National Forest Draft Plan includes a 
ban on horizontal drilling for natural gas, which effectively bans hydraulic fracturing, commonly 
known as "fracking."  While we share concerns over the harmful impacts that fracking can have 
on local drinking water supplies, our primary concern with the practice is its huge impact on 
climate change. 

 
In a study released in March 2011, scientists from Cornell University evaluated the greenhouse 
gas footprint of natural gas obtained through fracking.  Their study revealed that natural gas 
recovered in this way contains 30-50% more methane than natural gas recovered through 
traditional methods.  Scientists also reported that 3.6% to 7.9% of this methane escapes into the 
atmosphere during the drilling process and continues to leak over the lifetime of the well. 
Methane, a greenhouse gas, has a far greater impact on global warming than carbon dioxide. 
Because of this, researchers now believe that drilling in the Marcellus Shale is more detrimental 
to the planet than coal mining. 

 
CCAN strongly supports the ban on horizontal drilling for natural gas in the Draft Plan for 
George Washington National Forest and is eager to see it in the final version of the plan. 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Beth Kemler 
Virginia State Director 
804-335-0915  



To the U.S. Forest Service regarding the George Washington National Forest Plan Revision: 

I fully support the Draft Forest Land and Resource Management Plan recently released for the George Washington National Forest. This forest plays a key role in the local and regional culture and economy in the 
Allegheny and Blue Ridge Mountains  and it is vital that this forest be protected. The rugged national forest lands set the recreational  and scenic backdrop for the region's farms and communities, and its waters 
sustain them. The Forest Service is justified in prohibiting, in the revised plan, horizontal drilling on future federal oil and gas leases in the forest. This proposal responds to local requests and concerns about impacts 
of gas development on these public national forest lands, and it is necessary to protect the forest's  sensitive and unique resources, not least of which are the considerable public water supply resources. Thank you 
for working to ensure the preservation of this national treasure for present and future  generations to enjoy. Please take my comments into consideration. 

Sincerely, 

First Name Last Name Email Street City State   Zip Additional Comment 

 
 
  

 



 

 


