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Eastern Great Basin Fuel and Fire Behavior Advisory:  Very hot and dry summertime weather has led to near record 
fire danger indices across the state of Idaho and western Wyoming. Sagebrush live fuel moistures are near historic lows 

and current large fires across the east and central Idaho Mountains have moved into beetle-killed stands further 
intensifying fire behavior. 

 
Area Command   
252,150 total acres (Minidoka Complex is not longer included) 
2587 total personnel assigned 
 
Area Command provided information to the Idaho Outfitters & Guides Association and a closure map to the Idaho 
Department of Fish & Game. Area Command also continues to monitor and provide correct information to media outlets. 
 
Area Command did an out-briefing with Lund’s Great Basin IMT1.  Lund’s team had been managing the Minidoka 
Complex of fires, now at 97% contained.  Today Area Command will out-brief with Adell’s Great Basin IMT2 who 
transferred management of the Mustang Complex to Joseph’s IMT1 at 0600 this morning. 
 
Springs   
(208) 384-3266 
6,150 acres 
85% contained 
 
Despite the hot, dry temperatures, and gusty winds; containment lines have held.  Crews are mopping up and working to 
secure containment lines.  They will also be doing rehab work.  Contingency lines constructed to protect the community 
during the suppression operations will be used in the future for fuel breaks. Threats to the Middle Fork residences have 
diminished considerably.  Excess resources not needed for the suppression effort are being released and made available 
for reassignment to other incidents. 
 
There will be a community information meeting at the Incident Command Post in Garden Valley today at 10:00 a.m.  
Tours of the fire camp will be available afterwards. 
 
Halstead 
(208) 774-0011 
88,000+ acres 
3 % contained 
 
There was moderate activity, less than expected, on the fire yesterday.  The fire continued moving to the east and 
southeast. Fire officials are expecting additional growth today, given the predicted hot, dry and unstable air conditions.  
Firefighters completed structure prep work in the Yankee Fork and along the highway 75 corridor. Structure protection is 
in place for Loon Creek Guard Station.  
 
The campgrounds and residences in the Yankee Fork area, as well as cabins, homes and campgrounds along the 
Salmon River between Lower Stanley and Sunbeam, have been evacuated. Area closures and several road closures are 
in effect. Highways 21 and 75 remain open through the closure area. 
 
The Bench fire is holding at 220 acres and is 70% contained.  Smoke from the Bench fire continues to be a concern on 
Highway 21.  From 7:00 a.m. until 9:00 p.m. pilot cars will guide traffic through the Banner Summit area.   
 
Carol King visited with firefighters yesterday evening at fire camp in Stanley. 
 
There will be a community meeting on Monday at 7:00 p.m. at the Challis Middle School Auditorium. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Trinity Ridge 
(208) 653-2164 
80,000+ acres 
5% contained 
   
The fire was active overnight, burning in all directions.  The increase in containment was in the Rocky Bar area. The 
western flank is approaching the North Fork of the Boise River. Areas of focus include the 376 road, Alexander Flat and 
Barber Flat to the north and Featherville and Pine to the south.  Firefighters continued to work on protecting the 
threatened communities. Fire managers, in cooperation with Elmore County, will have structure protection in place 24/7.  
The movement of the fire towards the Featherville/Pine area has been slowed somewhat in the last couple of days due to 
shading of the fuels by smoke.  This reduces the heating and drying of the fuels, making them less susceptible to ignition. 
 
Fire managers are working with the National Guard to provide checkpoint security at road closures.  The Guard should 
begin providing security beginning on Sunday. 
 
Fire officials will meet daily with community members in Pine at 10:30 a.m.to discuss the evacuations, until the threat 
subsides. Several road closures remain in effect. Fire officials are working with the Sheriff’s Office to plan and implement 
evacuation procedures. Residents will have another opportunity today to access their property between the hours of 9 
a.m. and 9 p.m. today. The Elmore County Sheriff re-evaluated the mandatory road closure and has extended the window 
of opportunity for residents to access their property. Residents wishing to access their property should do so early in the 
day. The road closure status will be re-evaluated throughout the day as fire conditions change.  
 
Mustang Complex 
(877) 356-8984 
78,000+ acres 
5% contained 
 
The fire continues to move downhill towards the Salmon River and to the north towards Montana and the Bitterroot 
National Forest.  The Lost Packer fire backed down overnight into Corn Creek.  It is also consuming the fuels between it 
and the rest of the complex. 
 
Heavy smoke is impacting the Salmon area. Joseph’s Type I Incident Management Team assumed command of the fire 
this morning.   
 
The larger area closure has been enacted; details can be found on the Salmon Challis National Forest website. Managers 
of the Mustang Complex Fire are keeping the Salmon River Road open to Colson Creek residents, jet boaters leaving 
Corn Creek and Middle Fork river rafters taking out at Stoddard, Cache Bar and Corn Creek.  It is an on-going challenge 
to keep the road clear due to multiple rock and debris slides.  Structure protection measures are in place around homes in 
the Spring Creek area, as well as the Shoup Store. Travelers can reach the Shoup Store; however, the Spring Creek 
Road is closed north from the junction with the Salmon River Road. 
 

What is Open! 
 
Middle Fork of the Salmon River – Open! All floating continues as normal on the Middle Fork.  Short delays may result 
at Cache Bar, Stoddard when reaching the confluence.  Pilot cars are guiding folks through on the river road. 
  
Main Salmon River – Floaters now need to launch from Cove Creek rather than Corn Creek.  Plan for an extra day on 
the river and check in at the North Fork Ranger Station before you head downriver to your launch. 
  
Sawtooth National Recreation Area – 25 of 36 campgrounds open, including the “Crown Jewels” - Stanley Lake, 
Redfish Lake, Alturas Lake.  The Salmon River from Stanley to Thompson Creek is currently closed to floating due to 
Emergency Area Closure from the Halstead Fire. 
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