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 Southwest Idaho Fire Summary  
Sunday, August 26, 2012  

 
  
Fire Behavior Advisory:  The National Weather Service has issued a Red Flag Warning today for southwest Idaho with 
scattered thunderstorms and abundant lightning. Copious moisture and instability in the mid-levels of the atmosphere will 
produce scattered thunderstorms this afternoon and evening as a series of weak troughs move through from southwest to 
northeast. These storms will be accompanied by gusty winds as high as 50 mph.  Very dry air will move in from the 
southwest on Monday, which will prevent any thunderstorms.  Increasing winds are expected Tuesday night and 
Wednesday, especially on the forests as an upper level low pressure system moves through the Idaho Panhandle. 
 
Area Totals 
Approximately 364,139 total acres  
Approximately 2,422 total personnel assigned 
 
Halstead    
Information Center (208) 774-0011  
Bruce Palmer, Lead PIO (208) 860-0434 
 
103,149 acres  
7% contained. Containment date is listed for Tuesday October 16th, 2012. 
 
Partly sunny today with gusty ridge top winds. Isolated dry thunderstorms with gusty winds are possible. Ridge top 
temperatures 67-74 degrees and 78-82 degrees in the valleys. 
 
Yesterday, fire activity was most visible in the south/southeast section of the fire. Due to the gusty winds, fire embers were 
blown out and settled in Coal Creek. Primary fire movement was to the east. Dozer lines south of Kelly Creek are holding. 
Minimal fire activity was observed above Cow Camp and Valley Creek. Crews will monitor and engage the fire as 
necessary. 
 
Today, aerial ignitions are planned to keep the fire’s growth in Joe’s Gulch at a moderate rate and along the ridge tops to 
hold the fire and maintain the integrity of the Highway 75 corridor. Crews in Cow Camp and Valley Creek will continue to 
monitor fire behavior and conduct burnout operations as necessary and weather conditions allow. 
 
A large area around the Halstead fire is closed. For information on the closure area visit; www.fs.usda.gov/sawtooth and 
www.fs.usda.gov/scnf . For a high resolution map of the closure area go to the Flickr site www.flickr.com/salmonchallisnf. 
 
The following CAMPGROUNDS are closed due to the fire closure: Beaver Creek, Lola Creek, Marsh Creek 
Transfer, O’Brien, Josephus Lake, and campgrounds along the Salmon River from Lower Stanley to Indian Riffles, 
including; Salmon Campground, Casino Campground, Riverside Campground and Mormon Bend Campground. 
 
Hwy 21 and Hwy 75 remain open to Stanley within the closure area. The Boundary Creek Road (FS 579) to the Middle 
Fork remains open.  

Most campgrounds are open, except those listed above, including:  
 Salmon,  
 Casino  
 Riverside and  
 Mormon Bend campgrounds 

 
The river itself is still closed to the general public for floating, rafting, or other activities. However the Salmon River from 
Sunbeam to Thompson Creek is open to guided river floating. There are four permitted rafting companies operating 
that safely allows for some recreational use on the River while the incident Team still continues progress on the Halstead 
Fire.  
 
 
 
 

http://www.flickr.com/salmonchallisnf
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Trinity Ridge 
Information Center (208) 653-2164 
Kathy Jo (K.J.) Pollock, Lead PIO-801-558-8016 
Traci Weaver, Dep. PIO-307-690-1128 
122,990 acres  
5% contained. Containment date is listed for October 1, 2012.  
 
The southeastern flank of the fire has burned into the South Barker fire of 2008 north of Featherville. Since vegetation is 
sparse, this will help slow the fires spread. On the northwest flank crews continue to build fireline between the North Fork 
and Middle Fork Boise River. Firefighters will continue to provide point protection for the historic Swanholm Lookout and 
radio repeater site. Some direct attack is being used when opportunities are available in areas around Trinity Mountain. 
Today fire crews will build direct fireline along Fairview Creek south of Featherville to prevent the fires spread to the south. 
Firefighters continue to mop up around Featherville, and are working to the north of the community to secure a fireline 
along James Creek Road and Cayuse Creek.  
 
One of the three members of the Bonneville Hotshot crew who were injured yesterday by a rolling log should be released 
from the hospital today. That firefighter sustained injuries to his chest and elbow.  
 
A new 300 acre fire broke out late Saturday 3 miles west of Twin Springs in the Middle Fork Boise River drainage. Three 
crews and eleven engines responded to the Twin Springs Fire. No structures are threatened at this time. The cause is 
under investigation.   
 
Closures and Public Safety:  
The Elmore County Sheriff evacuation order continues from Featherville to the Paradise area due to thick smoke and 
reduced visibility. Although the Pine Featherville Road remains closed, the Sheriff may allow those with a critical need to 
access their properties for a short period of time each day up to 7 PM on a case- by-case basis. Residents must call 208-
587-2100 to see if access is granted. An Evacuation Center has been set up by the Red Cross at the Pine Senior Center 
and the Pines Resort.  
 
Evacuations: Dutch Creek, Swanholm, Weatherby and Queen River Campground have all been evacuated. Many roads 
are currently closed as outlined in the Boise National Forest Trinity Ridge Fire Road Closure Order Number 0402-00-22 
signed by Boise and Sawtooth Forest Supervisors on August 16th, 2012. The road closure is in effect at the following 
locations:  
-Road 227 at the county line east of Baumgartner Campground (Campground is closed)  
-Intersection of Highway 20 and Forest Highway 61 (Pine-Featherville Rd)  
-Intersection of Lester Creek Rd and Lake Creek Rd  
 
There will be a community meeting at the Pine Senior Center daily at 10:30 a.m. until further notice.  
 
Mustang Complex 
Information Center at North Fork Fire Station (208) 865-2207 
Brian Harris, Lead PIO-619-937-1462   
 
Over 136,000 acres  
12% contained.  Containment date is listed for Sunday September 30th, 2012 
 
 A cold front with 30 mph winds out of the south is expected today over the fire area. 
 
Crews are performing burnout operations along Indian Creek Road.  It is approximately 8 miles from the fire edge to the 
North Fork-Highway 75 junction. 
 
No residences have been lost in Spring or Indian Creeks. Mandatory evacuations in the Spring Creek and Indian Creek 
drainages remain in effect. A pre-evacuation notice has been issued from Gibbonsville south to and including North Fork. 
This pre-evacuation notice is intended to give residents time to prepare for a potential evacuation. These residents should 
visit the Ready, Set, Go web site for important information which will help them prepare for a potential evacuation. 
www.wildlandfirersg.org  
 
The Lost Packer Fire, the Roan Fire and the Mustang Fire have grown together as one fire. Firefighters conducted a 
burnout of fuels along the west side Indian Creek Road yesterday and will continue today. Along the Butcherknife Ridge, 
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firefighters are constructing fire line. The intent of operations is to hold the fire at Butcherknife Ridge while protecting 
structures. On the north side, fire is slowly moving toward the Gattin Ranch. The fire is continuing to spread to the west 
along the Salmon River, but has not reached Lantz Bar.  
 
The Salmon River Road remains open; however, travelers should expect delays in the Indian and Spring Creek areas as 
active fire behavior is causing rocks and debris to roll down onto the road. 
  
The closure area around the Mustang Complex has increased.  For a detailed map of the closure area:  
http://www.inciweb.org/incident/article/3100/16430/ 
 
Salmon River Access: The Salmon River remains open to rafting and jet boat recreationists. All recreationists are 
required to stop at the North Fork Ranger Station before proceeding down river. The Salmon River road remains open to 
local residents and river recreationists; all launches for the main stem of the Salmon River are from the Corn Creek Boat 
Launch. The public is discouraged from using the road due to heavy use associated with fire suppression and rolling 
debris. Area closures are in effect to protect the public from hazards associated with the fires. For information on the area 
closures, visit http://www.inciweb.org/incident/closures/3100/. 
 
Air Quality: Smoke is resulting in poor air qualities in many of the areas. For more information on smoke, visit 
http://airquality.deq.idaho.gov/  
 

What is Open! 
 
Middle Fork of the Salmon River – Open! All floating continues as normal on the Middle Fork.  Short delays may result 
at Cache Bar, Stoddard when reaching the confluence.   
  
Main Salmon River – Rafters can now launch from Corn Creek.   
  
Sawtooth National Recreation Area – 28 of 36 campgrounds open, including the “Crown Jewels” - Stanley Lake, 
Redfish Lake, Alturas Lake.  The Salmon River from Stanley to Thompson Creek is currently closed to floating due to 
Emergency Area Closure from the Halstead Fire. 
   
 
 

http://www.inciweb.org/incident/closures/3100/

