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The University of Florida’s School of Forest
Resources and Conservation (SFRC) began a
collaborative visitor assessment project for the
Florida National Scenic Trail (FNST) with the U.S.
Forest Service (USFS) and the Florida Trail
Association (FTA) in June of 2003.

The purpose of the study is to
* determine reliable use estimate of annual
trail visits to 27 segments of the trail.
e gather information on who FNST visitors
are and understand why they visit the trail.

Presented at the FNST Summit,
September 22, 2012
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Comparison of Estimated FNST Visitor Use

Cross Florida Greenway I
Gulf Islands National Seashore
Little Big Econ 5t. Forest
Withlacoochee State Forest & Rail Trail
St. Marks NWR & Rail Trail
OcalaMational Forest
Goldhead Branch State Park
Suwannee
Big Cypress National Preserve
Blackwater River State Forest
Seminole State Forest
Highlands (5658 to U598}
Three Lakes WMA
Econfina WA
Apalachicola National Forest
Green Swamp WMA
Twin Rivers State Forest
Bull Creek WMA
Pine Log State Forest
Eglin AFB
Osceola National Forest
Kissimmee River/Avon AFB
Aucilla WA
Tosohatchee State Preserve
Etoniah State Forest
Rice Creek
Mills Creek
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All research sites are listed above except Lake Okeechobee because
of its very high use (203,970 annually).




Who visits the FNST?

Percent

(%)

Gender Male
(n=1594) Female

Age 60 years or older
(n=1174) 50— 59 years old
40 - 49 years old
30 -39 years old
18 — 29 years old

Marital status | Married °
(n=951) Single
Divorced
Widowed

Highest level of | Some high school or less
education High school
(n=1180) graduate/GED
Some college
College graduate . °
Some graduate school
Graduate degree or
beyond )

Race/ethnic White
group Hispanic/Latino
(n=943) Other

Household $19,999 or less . °
income $20,000 - $39,999
(n=1065) $40,000 - $59,999
$60,000 - $79,999
$80,000 - $99,999
$100,000 or more

Why do they visit the FNST?

Top Five Motivations
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Over one-third of participants were on the
FNST for the first time and 62.7% had been on
the trail before.

Two-thirds of FNST visitors travel 20 miles or
less to the FNST.

A little less than half of all visitors spent an
hour or less on the trail.

More than one-third rated their experience on
the trail as perfect, and only 3% noted their
experience was unsatisfactory.

Almost 75% of people traveled alone or with
one other person.
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Enjoy nature

Escape noise/crowds

Reduce tensions and stress from
everyday life

Promote physical fitness

Explore the area and the natural
environment

Bottom Five Motivations
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Depend on my skills and abilities
Strengthen family kinship
Meet new people

Learn about the history and culture...

Take risks

1= Not at all important, 3 = Neutral, 5 = Extremely important
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For additional information, please

contact Taylor Stein at UF’s School
of Forest Resources and
Conservation at tstein@ufl.edu




