
Getting Good Work Done 
Forest Service Crews have been hard at work restoring trails and recreation sites. 
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The most popular route to Lakes of the 
Clouds Hut, the Ammonoosuc Ravine 
Trail on the Pemigewasset Ranger  
District, sustained serious damage from 
Irene. Deep ravines were formed in the 
trail where sections were scoured away 
by the river. afe passage was difficult on 
this heavily traveled trail, to the point 
where well-meaning hikers cabled logs 
across the gaps before Forest  
Service crews arrived to construct a 
more stable fix. 
This past July, the Pemigewasset  
District trail crew successfully restored 
the Ammonoosuc Ravine Trail in  
technical spots where relocation was not 
an option. The crew constructed two 
large rock crib walls to support the 
treadway, using a griphoist to highline 
material.  

 

Located 1.7 miles up the Zealand trail, the new Zealand trail 
boardwalk is open for hiker traffic. The new structure  
replaces the beloved “Z bridge” so named for its zigzag 
shape, that was seriously undermined by Tropical Storm 
Irene one year ago. The usable components of the circa 1992 
former bridge will be employed for nearby trail structures 
like soil retainers and bridge decking. Those deemed  
unrecyclable will be snowmobiled out at our earliest  
opportunity of sufficient snow. The new structure is more 
than twice the span of the original at 180 feet, and provides 
safe passage and natural resource protection through an  
area that has been plagued by beaver activity for several 
years. We expect no further conflicts with beaver activity as 
the boardwalk is built in sections joined with adjustable 
hardware.  

This past August, the Androscoggin District trail 
crew successfully restored the Carter Dome Trail. 
Restoration involved reestablishment of drainage 
ditches, rock steps, reroutes and water bars. Much 
of this work was done with the aid of a griphoist 
and rock bars. These repairs accomplished on the 
Carter Dome Trail will provide for a safer and 
more sustainable experience for generations to 
come.  
                        

 

The Carter Dome Trail in the Carter-
Moriah Range on the Androscoggin 
Ranger District sustained serious 
damage from Irene. Stream flooding 
and associated erosion led to  
significant trenching. Safe footing on 
this trail proved difficult.  

The Sawyer River Road,  
a popular snowmobile route,  

was stabilized and open before snowfall in 2011. 
More permanent repairs continued this summer. 

 

The Trestle and Sugarloaf Trails on the Pemigewasset Ranger District run on 
the same footprint low down beside the Zealand river and suffered serious 
damage from Irene. A 30-foot section near the trailhead was swept away, and 
Forest Service staff was concerned that further undermining of the bank and 
trail would occur. 
This summer, the Pemigewasset District Forest Service trail crew successfully 
restored the Trestle/Sugarloaf Trail to pre-Irene condition. The crew construct-
ed a low rock crib wall to reinforce the bank, using a griphoist to bring in mate-
rial, and built a short relocation to bypass the area on higher ground.  

 


