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Background 

The Fire Warehouse located on the Smith River National Recreation Area of the Six Rivers 
National Forest was constructed in 1936 by the Gasquet Camp of the Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC). The CCC was a successful program developed by President Franklin Roosevelt 
under the New Deal economic recovery plan during the Great Depression of the 1930s. From 
1933 to 1942, the CCC enrolled indigent young men to work in the nation’s forests, rangelands 
and historic sites on conservation and preservation projects. Gasquet Camp of the CCC was 
established in 1933 by military officials on the south side of HWY 199 in the community of 
Gasquet, CA. 

In April of 1933, Adolph Nielson, taking on the role as the new District Ranger determined that 
the preexisting Smith Fork Ranger Station was inadequate and assigned the Gasquet Camp their 
first project of constructing a new Ranger Station. Under Forest Service supervision, the CCC 
constructed the ranger station comprised of the following structures:  

Historic Name Modern Name Completion Date 

District Ranger’s Residence Men’s Barracks 1933 

Hay Barn Fire Warehouse Fire Warehouse 1936 

Assistant District Ranger’s 
Residence Women’s Barracks 1938 

ADR Residence Garage Garage/Utility Shed 1938 
Front Office Visitor’s Center 1938 

Gas and Oil Station Gas and Oil Station 1938 
Timber Management 

Assistant Garage Garage/Utility Shed 1938 

The historic structures are described as having generic Forest Service Region 6 rustic 
architectural designs with the traditional northwestern CCC lone pine tree emblem wood stencil 
cut. These structures employed the use of native materials which were readily and inexpensive, 
utilizing early pioneer and regional building techniques.  

The fire warehouse is two-story with small third story loft, wood framed structure about 4,104 
square feet on a concrete foundation. The warehouse was originally two separate single-story, 
side-gabled equipment and storage sheds built in 1933 and 1934, respectively. In 1936, the two 
buildings were joined together with the construction of a three-storied, front-gabled barn.  The 
warehouse, among the other buildings listed above, was determined eligible by the California 
State Historic Preservation Officer for and listed on the National Register of Historic Places in 
1997 under Gasquet Ranger Station Historic District. 
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Its original construction consisted of redwood horizontal shiplap siding continuing into the 
gables. The structure was painted white with green trim shortly after construction was 
completed. The doors and windows were framed of redwood lumber and contained an overall 
symmetrical fenestration pattern. Over the years, the warehouse retained its historic 
appearance with only minor modifications. The roof was constructed of redwood shake shingles 
and later replaced with composition shingles and skylights added on both wings. Around 1947, 
the structure was stripped of its paint and allowed to stand with its natural wood siding color. 
Also, in 1980, aluminum roll up doors replaced the old track doors on the west wing of the 
warehouse.  In 1962, the entire exterior was painted white with green trim by the Fire 
Suppression Crew. At an unknown post-World War II date, three rough-hewn timbers were 
installed along the walls and ceiling of the interior of the central bay.  

As the years continued, the warehouse’s condition began to deteriorate. Seismic studies 
prohibited use of the building in 2000. Maintenance became critical for its preservation and 
safety of the people. In the Management Plan for Historic Administrative Buildings on Forest 
Service Lands in California, the Region established a primary goal “to preserve Forest Service 
buildings which are eligible for the National Register.” The plan further states, “Every 
reasonable effort shall be made to maintain historic administrative buildings in their original 
locations, and to maintain their original use.” With this in mind and other reasons, the 
restoration project was submitted and approved for funding and June 2010 marked the 
beginning of the restoration.   
 
Restoration Project 

The USDA Forest Service administered the contract to restore the fire warehouse. Ausland 
Builders Inc., a construction company based out of Southern Oregon performed the work and 
completed the project in July of 2011. Design plans were developed by Martha Jain, an Architect 
from the consulting engineering firm Winzler and Kelly. The project was performed in strict 
accordance with Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for the treatment of Historic Properties, 36 
CFR Part 68 and Forest Service standards. The project entailed exterior restoration, structural 
retrofit, new mechanical, plumbing, and electrical systems, new wood windows, new interior 
walls and finishes, new roofing, new ramp, interior and exterior painting, and some site work.  

The Fire Warehouse now serves its original intent as a multiple purpose facility. The building 
continues to house two garage bays for fire engines. Other spaces were modified to support 
needs of district personnel. The east side serves as a new conference room, and west side was 
converted into an exercise room, laundry facility for fire crew and contains two new restrooms. 
The third floor loft serves as storage space. 
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Restoration of the fire warehouse presented its challenges but great care was taken to maintain 
the historical integrity of the structure and mimic craftsmanship found in the original 
construction of the 1930’s. The structure was stabilized with new beams, joists, shear walls, and 
other structural elements. Concrete foundation was replaced on the west wing to replace 
disintegrating existing concrete and to provide a suitable base. Deteriorating siding was replaced 
with redwood to match the existing redwood shiplap exterior walls. The exterior received fresh 
coats of white and green paint which reflects the building’s original color and coincides with the 
other historic facilities on the registered historic district. The existing windows were refurbished 
and reused where possible. Most windows required replacement in kind with clear western pine 
and replicate the style of the original. Window treatments retain the sash with multiple lights 
design, and installed singly or in combination with mullions. Also, the aluminum roll-up doors on 
the west wing were replaced with redwood timber track doors to reflect the warehouse’s 
original appearance. The most distinguishing feature in the interior of the structure was the 
rough-hewn redwood timber in the central engine bay. The timber was retained and repainted 
to provide a finished look.  

Lacking accessible facilities on the district, the fire warehouse was improved to meet American’s 
with Disabilities Act standards. The east side, converted to a conference room, may be accessed 
from the new concrete walk and ramp as well from the wood entry way located on the front 
side of the building. An accessible parking stall adjacent to the east side ramp was also 
constructed. Guardrails on the deck entries capture the pine tree logo of the CCC found on the 
exterior of other historic structures on the compound. Inside the conference room is a new 
accessible unisex restroom and the exercise room contains two accessible rooms with lavatory 
amenities. Accessible doors were installed in some entry ways and existing doors were repaired 
and reinstalled where possible. Interior stairs were all rebuilt to meet current building codes.  

Improvements to the structure include all new plumbing, electrical and mechanical 
components to the building. Work involved the furnishing and installation of equipment and 
completion of the plumbing, electrical and mechanical systems of the garage, meeting room 
and bathrooms. The facility is now equipped with energy efficient lighting and Energy Star rated 
products for the HVAC system; meeting Title 24, Part 6: California’s Building Energy Efficiency 
standards. The building envelope was also insulated to provide better thermal protection and 
potentially reduce energy consumption. Restoring the fire warehouse effectively transformed 
an inadequate facility into one with improved building efficiency and functionality. 

Summary 

The purpose of the project was to preserve the history of the warehouse and provide a 
functionally efficient facility for the fire suppression crews. The fire warehouse now meets the 
mission needs of the Forest Service and preserves the compound’s historic value.  The 
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compound now has an adequately sized conference room and restrooms meeting ADA 
guidelines. The garage bays are suitable for fire engines to safely enter and protect engines from 
weather elements. The facility is also equipped with energy efficient components which agree 
with sustainable operation principles and the Forest Service goal to reduce energy consumption.  

The mission of the USDA Forest Service is to sustain the health, diversity, and productivity of the 
Nation’s forest and grasslands to meet the needs of present and future generations. Located 
between the Middle Fork of the wild and scenic Smith River and the National Scenic Byway of 
Highway 199, the restored Fire Warehouse is a visual representation of the history contained in 
the small community of Gasquet and the district compound. This project has successfully 
preserved a key structure of one of the few remaining CCC compounds in Northern California.  

Photos 

 

Figure 1: Historic Fire Warehouse, picture taken 1937. Original construction was completed in 1936 by 
joining the east and west side sheds with front, gabled middle shop. 

 
Figure 2: Historic Fire Warehouse, picture taken 1961. 
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Figure 3: West Side of Fire Warehouse, picture taken 1961. 

 
Figure 4: Fire Warehouse, picture taken 1991. 

   

Figure 5: Double pane wood framed sash window with multiple lights. Window treatments were 
described as being an element of subtle ornamentation.  
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Figure 6: Beginning stage of restoration project, picture taken 2010. Damaged siding was replaced to 
match existing redwood shiplap siding.  

 
Figure 7: Restored Fire Warehouse with new accessible entry way. Project completed July 2011.  

 
 


