
FAQs – How does the Four Rivers Lottery work?      2013 

There are four rivers, the Selway River, the wild main Salmon River, the Snake River (aka Hells 

Canyon), and the Middle Fork of the Salmon River that use a randomized computer drawing, known 

as the 4 Rivers Lottery, to assign permits during each river’s control or primary float season.  

Q: When do I need to submit my application and how much does it cost? 

A: The lottery application period begins annually on December 1st and closes at Midnight Eastern time 

on January 31. The application fee is $6.00 and is non-refundable. 

Q: Can I call or mail in my application? 

N: No. All lottery applications must be submitted online at www.recreation.gov during the lottery 

application period. If you do not have a computer, you will need to go to a public library with a public 

access computer to submit your application. 

Q: So how does the lottery work? 

A: Each river has its own application and separate drawing. The computer uses a double-randomizer 

program to “select” an application. Once selected, the Preferred Choice of launch date is checked for 

availability. If available, that applicant is successful. If not available, the computer checks to see if the 

next Alternative Choice is available; if yes, then the applicant is successful. If not, the computer checks 

to see if the next Alternative Choice is available, and so on until the last date listed on the application is 

checked. If none of the dates are available, the application is Not Successful. The computer then goes 

on to the next application. 

Q: Do I have to enter all four choices? Should I enter the same date for all four choices? 

A: No and no. It is highly advisable to enter four different launch date choices, as the computer tries to 

fill each date entered on your application before it goes to the next person’s application. 

Q: Can I apply for more than one river?  

A: Yes, you can submit one application for each river. 

Q: Can I submit more than one application to the same river? 

A: No, you cannot submit more than one application to a river.  

Q: Can I apply for the lottery if I have a pre-season or post-season reservation on the Salmon or the 

Middle Fork? 

A: Yes, you can. You can only have one reservation per river during the control season on these rivers, 

but you can also have a pre/post season reservation. 

http://www.recreation.gov/


Q: Do I need a permit for the Selway outside the control season? 

A: No, a permit is not required on the Selway outside the lottery control season. However, boaters 

must be off the river before the permit season begins on May 15th. 

Q: What about the other rivers? Do I need a permit for those outside the lottery control season? 

A: Yes, you do. Each river has slightly different requirements, so visit their web pages for specifics on 

obtaining these permits. 

 

Have a question not answered here? Email us: fourriverslottery@fs.fed.us . 
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