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Good afternoon Chairman Fischer and Members of the Committee.  My name is  

Daniel Jiron, and I am the Regional Forester for the Rocky Mountain Region of the 

USDA Forest Service.  I am a native of Colorado and graduated from CSU in Pueblo and 

Regis University in Denver.  I’ve served as the district ranger on the South Park District 

of the Pike National Forest as well as a variety of other leadership positions in three 

Forest Service regions and in the agency’s national office in Washington, DC.  I also 

served as an aide to U.S. Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell on his Capitol Hill staff. 

 

I greatly appreciate the work the general assembly has done to address challenging 

natural resource issues in Colorado, and I’m grateful for this opportunity to provide a 

statement.  

 

National Forest System lands occupy approximately 192 million acres of forests and 

grasslands in 43 states.  We recognize the importance of our public national forest lands 

to the ski industry and local communities.  The Forest Service fully supports the ski 

industry and the outdoor recreation economy.  We estimate that skiers and snowboarders 
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at the 22 ski areas on national forests in Colorado contribute approximately 1.5 billion 

dollars to local and state economies.  

 

Skiing is part of the identity and economic livelihood of Colorado.  We are known around 

the world for these opportunities, and ski areas in the national forests contribute 

substantially to rural and state economies and to the unique quality of life here.  It is our 

obligation to help provide the natural resources now and in the future, and to work with 

the ski industry to achieve that goal.  Together, we can find effective solutions that 

support a strong ski industry, keep the water with the land to sustain local communities, 

and ensure the viability of these recreation opportunities. 

 

Corporate interests may fluctuate, but our obligation to publically-owned National Forest 

System lands and the uses they support are for the long term.  Our water rights policy for 

activities that we permit on National Forest System lands exists to serve that goal.  It 

helps sustain skiing in the national forests, which is a common interest the public, our 

communities and the many businesses involved in supporting outdoor recreation.  We 

know that the need for snowmaking is likely to grow, as evidenced by our current 

prolonged drought and warmer winters, which increases the importance of these issues 

for the industry and the public. 

 

We want mountain communities to thrive based on the success of recreational 

opportunities offered in nearby national forests.  By ensuring that water stays with the 

land for snowmaking and other purposes necessary for ski area operations, Forest Service 
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policy supports the long term viability of these activities that are so important to skiers, 

the mountain communities, and visitors from around the world. 

 

Today I am here to speak about a bill and resolution before you, House Bill 13-1013 and 

Colorado House Joint Resolution 13-1004, which are both related to the permitting of ski 

areas on national forest system lands.  As some of these issues are subject to ongoing 

litigation, I am limited in what I can discuss with you today as it relates to the court case. 

I would, however, like to address some of the issues that are raised in the bill and 

resolution. 

 

In a December 19, 2012, ruling in the United States District Court for the District of 

Colorado in National Ski Areas Association, Inc. v. United States Forest Service, the 

2012 ski area directive was vacated.   The court declined to rule on the substance of the 

directive and indicated that the agency should proceed with public notice and comment 

for this type of directive.  

 

In response to this ruling, the Forest Service will be moving forward with a public 

process that will allow ski areas and other constituents to work together to address these 

issues with a long term goal of a thriving ski industry where water stays with the land for 

ski area purposes.  We anticipate that this public process for the creation of a directive to 

meet these goals will begin later in the spring.  I anticipate that this process will allow us 

to move forward with a dialogue in an inclusive manner with all interested stakeholders.    
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I look forward to working with you in that process to find creative solutions that benefit 

Colorado and the nation. 

 

I have submitted written testimony to the Committee for the record, and would be pleased 

to answer any questions you may have. 

 

Thank you for your time and the opportunity to come before you today. 


