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Appendix D. Management Area Descriptions

This appendix describes the management areas used in the alternatives. The action alternatives 
share a similar set of management areas. The no action alternative (1987 plan) used a different set 
of management areas. The management areas are described in this appendix, and table 202 below 
shows how they generally relate to one another.  

Table 1. Crosswalk showing the general comparison of the action alternatives and the no 
action alternative management areas 

Action Alternative Management Area  No Action Alternative Management Areas 

General Forest = Forest Land, Woodland, Grasslands, Riparian, Water 

Community-Forest Intermix = The 1987 plan does not contain a similar management 
area 

High Use Developed Recreation Area = Developed Recreation Site 

Energy Corridor = The 1987 plan does not contain a similar management 
area 

Wild Horse Territory = The 1987 plan does not contain a similar management 
area 

Wildlife Quiet Area = The 1987 plan does not contain a similar management 
area 

Natural Landscape = The 1987 plan does not contain a similar management 
area 

Recommended Research Natural Area = Research Natural Area 

Research Natural Area = Research Natural Area 

Primitive Area = Blue Range Primitive Area and Additions 

Recommended Wilderness = The 1987 plan does not recommend any areas for 
wilderness designation 

Wilderness = Bear Wallow Wilderness, Escudilla Wilderness, Mount 
Baldy Wilderness 

Management Areas – Action Alternatives 
There are twelve management areas identified in the action alternatives. A brief description of 
each follows. For more detailed information about these management areas, including suitability 
of various uses, see the proposed plan. 

1. General Forest: This management area allows the broadest variety of uses. These areas 
are managed to restore ecosystem integrity while providing for sustainable economic and 
social values and uses. A variety of forest products are available, including commercial 
and noncommercial, that may contribute to local and regional communities. This 
management area contains undeveloped areas as well as developed facilities and open 
roads and trails. 

2. Community-Forest Intermix: This management area includes lands within ½ mile of 
communities-at-risk. Due to the threat of fire moving into or from developed areas, 
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higher levels of management, including regular maintenance, may be needed to restore 
fire-adapted ecosystems. 

3. High Use Developed Recreation Area: This management area includes areas with high 
levels of developed recreation use that provide a wide variety of opportunities and 
experiences to a broad spectrum of visitors. High use developed recreation areas contain 
one or more facilities and may accommodate large numbers of people. 

4. Energy Corridor: This management area includes the three existing high power energy 
corridors. It is limited to the existing rights-of-ways corridor. This area is managed to 
facilitate the operation and maintenance of the energy infrastructure. 

5. Wild Horse Territory: This management area contains the Heber Wild Horse Territory. 
The territory was established in 1973 under the Wild Free Roaming Horse and Burro Act 
of 1971 with the purpose of providing use by and for the protection of wild horses. 

6. Wildlife Quiet Area: This management area provides relatively undisturbed habitat 
where big game and other wildlife can reside with minimal disturbance from motorized 
vehicle use. Management activities, including habitat improvement projects, may occur 
in this area. 

7. Natural Landscape: This management area is managed to retain its natural appearance 
and low level of development. It provides primitive and semiprimitive recreation 
opportunities, both nonmotorized and motorized. Management activities for ecological 
restoration purposes may occur, but are limited. 

8. Recommended Research Natural Area: These areas are recommended for designation 
as research natural areas. 

9. Research Natural Area: This management area is managed for the purpose of scientific 
study and education. It also contributes to the maintenance of biological diversity. 

10. Primitive Area: This management area consists of the Blue Range Primitive Area and 
the Presidential recommended additions to the area. It is managed similar to wilderness, 
with one exception; the area is open to mineral prospecting and mineral development. 

11. Recommended Wilderness: These areas are recommended for wilderness designation 
and are managed to retain wilderness characteristics. 

12. Wilderness: Wilderness is managed to protect its values according to the Wilderness Act 
of 1964. Wilderness areas provide opportunities for solitude or a primitive and 
unconfined type of recreation and other ecosystem and societal benefits. 

Management Areas – No Action Alternative 
There are 16 management areas used in the no action alternative (1987 plan). A brief description 
of each management area follows. For more details, see the August 1987 “Apache-Sitgreaves 
National Forests Plan.” 

1. Forest Land: Forested lands managed for a variety of values and uses. 

2. Woodland: Woodlands managed for a variety of values and uses. 

3. Grasslands: Grasslands managed for a variety of values and uses. 
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4. Riparian: Riparian areas managed to maintain or improve conditions. 

5. Water: Management emphasis is the production of fish and wildlife and dispersed 
recreation use. 

6. Escudilla Demonstration Area: Area for scientific research on a variety of forest 
management practices. 

7. Sandrock: An area deferred from livestock grazing to accelerate recovery of the 
watershed. 

8. Research Natural Area: This management area contains one research natural area and 
four recommended areas that are managed for scientific study and education. 

9. Black River: Managed for possible inclusion into the Wild and Scenic River System. 

10. Chevelon Canyon: Managed for possible inclusion into the Wild and Scenic River 
System. 

11. West Fork Black River: Managed for possible inclusion into the Wild and Scenic River 
System. 

12. East and West Forks Little Colorado River: Managed for possible inclusion into the 
Wild and Scenic River System. 

13. Blue Range Primitive Area and Additions: Managed similar to wilderness, except open 
for mineral prospecting and development. 

14. Bear Wallow Wilderness: Managed to protect wilderness values. 

15. Escudilla Wilderness: Managed to protect wilderness values. 

16. Mount Baldy Wilderness - Managed to protect wilderness values.
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