
Travel Management Plan Newsletter
Wallowa-Whitman National Forest - March 2013
Dear Wallowa-Whitman National Forest Enthusiasts:

In the short time I have been on the Forest, I have been visiting with members of the local communities, 
interest groups, elected officials, Tribes, and employees in an effort to better understand concerns and prior 
discussions regarding the Travel Management Plan (TMP). It’s been a terrific learning experience for me and 
has given me a good insight into balancing the many priority projects underway on the Wallowa-Whitman.

Today, I am writing about TMP. I have two messages: there is no agenda or imposed timeline for a TMP 
decision, and we will work hard to establish effective ways to engage the public in discussions so that your 
input is considered in the development and implementation of the plan.

It is clear to me that access to the forest is important, regardless of how you use public lands. It’s important 
to me, as well, as I seek to fulfill the mission of the Forest Service. Balancing the needs for access in a way 
that protects the resources and health of the forest, and lives within our budget constraints is a critical and 
challenging task. We can only be successful and effective if we work together. I guarantee that as we move 
forward, we will work closely with you so that we understand your needs and concerns. My hope is to have 
productive and constructive conversations so, in the end, everyone feels they have had the opportunity to 
be involved and that their voice has been heard. Based on the diversity of opinions, caring, and commitment 
that people feel for this national forest, I don’t believe it’s possible to make a decision that will please 
everyone; however one thing I want people to know is that the decision will be made carefully, openly, and 
with the health of the forest and surrounding communities in mind. 

Building productive and respectful working relationships between you, other members of the public, and the 
Forest Service is essential. I plan to engage in many conversations throughout the summer and visit many 
of the places I have heard so much about on this Forest. To assist in these conversations, we are completing 
the content analysis of the appeal and comment letters received in 2012; developing new maps of the 
existing condition based on information submitted from the public, county surveys, and our employees; and 
analyzing what the baseline road system needs are to administer our forest transportation system. All of this 
information will be used as a starting point when we begin talking about travel management in the future.

To ensure we have an updated mailing list for TMP, it is important for you to fill out the form at the end of this 
newsletter and return it by mail, or simply send us an email at: www_travel_mgt_plan@fs.fed.us with the 
same information as is on the form. Either method will assure that you remain on our mailing list. 

I appreciate your interest, and moreover, the passion you have for the Wallowa-Whitman National Forest. 
It is truly a beautiful place to live, work, and recreate. I look forward to the opportunity to explore it over the 
summer with you, and appreciate your continued involvement in important forest management issues.

Sincerely, 
 /s/ John Laurence



Content Analysis of Appeal and Comment Letters

Even though the travel plan decision was withdrawn in April 2012, we decided it was important to conduct 
a content analysis on all the appeal and post-Record of Decision (ROD) comment letters. The letters and 
appeals we received from March 16, 2012 to June 14, 2012 are included in this analysis; however letters 
received outside of these dates and into the future will be considered once travel management planning 
begins again on the Forest. Content Analysis is a process used to assure you that we are listening to 
you and that all comments contained within letters received on a project are identified, analyzed and 
considered for future travel management planning. We have been working with a contractor who is 
providing an unbiased analysis of the comments from these letters and together, assuring the analysis is 
as thorough and clear as possible. Following are a few of the concerns we heard in the letters:
 
      • There are issues with the quality of the maps and lack of existing road condition information
      • Private landowners have questions and concerns about access to their lands
      • Community members and elected officials believe they engaged in the travel planning process but   
  felt that the Forest Service didn’t listen to them
      • Social and Economic Analyses were not adequate
      • Some supported the decision and resource protections for wildlife and quiet recreation
      • Some were concerned about impacts to permitted uses (i.e., firewood, mining) and forest                                                                                                                                    
  management activities
      • There were concerns about impacts to people with disabilities 
      • There was a lack of consideration for the impacts to the customs and cultures of people living in the     
 communities around the Forest

A complete list of the findings will be made available to the public in an Abstract and an Executive 
Summary, which will be part of the Content Analysis Report. These two documents will provide an 
overview and summary of the results of the content analysis and a list of concern statements, along with 
the specific public comments associated with each of the concern statements. Upon completion, they will 
be posted on the Forest web site; currently being planned for March.
(www.fs.usda.gov/wallowa-whitman)

New Maps Displaying Existing Condition

A lot of people have been asking for information and clarification on the existing condition of the road 
system within the project area. What roads are currently open? What roads are currently closed? What 
kind of use is currently occurring on and off of the road system? What roads may or may not be needed in 
the future? In response to these questions and to have a common starting point as we move forward, new 
existing condition maps are being developed that incorporate all of the information received from County 
working group surveys, individuals, and Forest employee’s knowledge of what’s on-the-ground.
 
The existing condition maps will display current open roads, closed roads, roads that have been closed 
but are being used by motor vehicles, and roads that our information indicates are closed; however no 
field survey information exists for these roads. These maps will be a larger scale (2” to the mile); include 
all National Forest System roads and their full 7-digit road number; and include map features such 
as topography lines, streams, local landmarks, and existing closure areas. These maps will be made 
available on the web to the public upon completion, and a process will be established for people to help 
fill in any of the blanks based on their personal use of forest roads. We hope to have these completed and 
ready by summer.



Travel Management Information 

The Federal Travel Management Rule (36 CFR 212) actually has several parts to address the forest 
transportation system and is divided into three separate but related sections:

 Subpart A - addresses the administration of the Forest Transportation System; however it is not a  
 decision document, it’s an analysis of what is needed to administer and maintain our road system;
 Subpart B - addresses Designation of Roads, Trails, and Areas open to Public Motor Vehicles   
 (Travel Management Plan); and 
 Subpart C -addresses Use by Over-Snow Vehicles

Subpart A, which is called a minimum or sustainable roads 
analysis, makes recommendations on what the baseline road 
system needs are to manage national forest system lands and 
resources. Subpart A is a mandated analysis, NOT a decision. 
A team of resource specialists have been using information 
provided by the public during the Travel Management Plan 
process and working with District specialists to start an initial 
analysis of the road system for Subpart A. The road system 
defined under Subpart A is expected to meet resource and other management objectives from the land 
and resource management plan, respond to long-term funding expectations, meet applicable statutory and 
regulatory requirements, and minimize adverse environmental impacts associated with road construction, 
reconstruction, decommissioning, and maintenance. In short, Subpart A recommends the necessary 
road system to manage the Forest. Every Forest in the nation will produce a report that describes initial 
recommendations for what is a sustainable road system and our analysis needs to be completed by 2015. 
 
Subpart B is the part you’ve been participating in for the last 6 years as we work toward developing a 
Travel Management Plan for the Wallowa-Whitman. We will be using the analysis from Subpart A, all 
the work that has been done for Subpart B, updated existing condition maps, and new information and 
comments to facilitate the conversations we will be having in the months to come.



Wallowa-Whitman National Forest Service
ATTN: Environmental Coordinator 
3502 Highway 30
La Grande, OR  97850

Do You Want To Remain on the Travel Management Plan Mailing List? 
If so, YOU Need to return the information on this FORM via one of the following methods:

 Postal: Wallowa-Whitman National Forest
 ATTN: Travel Management
 3502 Highway 30
 La Grande, OR  97850

The internet is the quickest way to get information and viewing documents on our web site or receiving 
via Email helps conserve natural resources and reduces the amount of money we spend on reproduction, 
paper, and postage. We would like you to consider one of the less expensive options for receiving 
information, so we strongly encourage you to view documents on our web site: www.fs.usda.gov/wallowa-
whitman or receive them via Email. Please indicate your preference below for receiving information. If 
there are changes to your address and/or we need Email information, please provide in the space below, 
as well as a phone number for our mailing list.

PLEASE CHECK THE BOX YOU PREFER FOR YOUR TRAVEL MANAGEMENT UPDATES:

Email View on Website Postal Mail

Email:  wwnf_travel_mgt_plan@fs.fed.us

Phone: 541-962-8501


