
 

In Memory of Daniel Davidson 



 

 

ALAMOGORDO, NM – May 07, 2013 – 

Daniel Davidson, age 26, US Forest Service 

wildland firefighter on Engine 621 of the 

Sacramento Ranger District, passed away on 

Sunday afternoon. Davidson was working on 

a Forest Service project, with two other 

engine crew members near Mayhill, NM, 

when he suddenly collapsed. The crew 

members immediately attended to Davidson 

and began CPR. They continued CPR as the 

life flight helicopter mobilized to the scene. 

Shortly following their arrival, the 

helicopter’s emergency personnel determined 

that Davidson had passed away. He was then 

transported to Albuquerque, NM.  

“All the employees of the Lincoln 

National Forest are grieving this tragic 

loss.  We truly are a family and we have lost 

one of our own,” Tom Mulder, Acting Forest 

Supervisor for the Lincoln National Forest.    

   Daniel Davidson was an E4 Specialist 

with the US Army’s 10th Mountain Infantry 

Division, a veteran who had served two tours 

in Afghanistan. In civilian life, he pursued his 

interest in wildland firefighting and was hired 

as an engine crew member in March of this 

year. A motivated and enthusiastic Davidson 

found himself in intensive, mandatory 

wildland firefighting training courses for the 

first two weeks, followed by a fire 

preparedness review before beginning his 

field work. One individual on the review 

panel, Hagan, recalls his vivid memory of 

Davidson, “I was conducting the formal 

review and canvassing the group of wildland 

firefighters…engaging them in a two-way 

communication event, when I looked to one 

side of the line of firefighters and said, what 

about this side?” Davidson jumped to his feet 

and saluted me! “Yes sir!” Davidson 

responded!  “He lit up everyone around him! 

He was full of life and energy and committed 

to take on the task at hand!” Hagan said, as 

he reflected on that moment.  

Daniel was a true hero and lived his life 

through service and dedication to his country, 

his community and his extensive circle of 

family and friends.  He is survived by his 

mother, father and stepmother, two sisters 

and a brother, a 6-year old son, his fiancé and 

an unborn daughter, who is expected to 

arrive in this world in July. There are 

numerous friends and relatives whose lives he 

touched.  

 

Daniel Davidson - Lincoln National Forest 2013 



 

Please accept our sincere condolences for the loss of one of 

our firefighter family members. Kit Kemsley and staff 

of Silver City Dispatch Center. 

 Kit Kemsley 
 

I am so sorry! All firefighters are heros who risk their 

lives to save our beautiful forests, peoples homes, and 

other precious resources. Daniel was a hero! Please be proud 

of what he has accomplished and know that we all respect 

him very much.  

Lorri Ketterman Wilderness Ranger District 

 
 

Our prayers go out to all of the family.  

Sharon Colyott  

Roosevelt, AZ  
 

 

My thoughts and prayers are with you. Please know that 

the fire community is with you. 

Anna & Jon Payne  

CA  
 

 

So sorry for your loss, so young.. 

Art Abeyta  

Taos, New Mexico  
 

 

I am so sorry for your loss! I never got to meet Daniel but 

I've only heard good things about him. I have worked for 

the Lincoln NF for 35 years and all of the folks here on 

the Forest are so sad in his passing. Please know we are 

all thinking about you and our prayers are with all of 

Daniel's family and friends. May God Bless. Lynette  

Lynette Haseloff  

Alamogordo, NM  
 

 

 My thoughts and prayers are with you and your family 

as well as the Forest Service family, all who lost such a 

great man fighting for his country in many ways..... 

Daniel will never be forgotton! Ranger Sanchez and 

Canjilon RD FS employees.  

FRANCISCO B. SANCHEZ  

Canjilon, New Mexico  
 

 

Rest in peace my friend.. 

Art Arias  

Carlsbad,NM  

 

A few of many messages from the Forest service Family 

I am so sorry for our loss of a firefighter and wonderful 

man.  My thoughts are with you, his family and friends. 

Michelle Ellis, Division Fire Management Officer, 

Wenatchee River Ranger District 

 

 

Thank you for sending us this link. It gives us more of a 

connection of who our Wildland Firefighter brother was. 

His family is in my thoughts and prayers.  

Tobe Haught, Fuels Technician,  

Glenwood Ranger District, 

Gila National Forest 

 

 

My heart goes to Dan's loved ones and his engine 

company. It's just not right that the body gives out on one 

so young when his spirit is just beginning to soar. I hope 

his kids come to know and remember their dad as twice a 

hero. RIP young warrior and thank you for your service as 

both a soldier and as a firefighter. 

 Smokey307 

Lacey, Washington 

 

 

Band of Brothers and Sisters. I hope he found comraderie 

among us. My best to his parents and to all who are 

helping honor him and return him home. My thanks to 

those who tried so hard to revive him.  

Rest in Peace, Daniel Davidson.  

Strider 

 

RIP. Thank you for your service.  

bcjack,  

Southern California 

 

May God Bless Daniel and may everyone keep him and 

his family in their prayers.  

Old Capt  

Penn Valley California 

 

That is just plain sad. Thank you for your service to our 

country and the fire community. Rest in Peace young 

man, May God Bless you.  

Diffsteer 

CA-KRN 

 

What a terrible tragedy! My condolences to the family.  

Billy Lawrence, Gila National Forest 



 

 

Daniel’s First FireDaniel’s First Fire  
Curtis Fire Curtis Fire   

Sacramento Ranger DistrictSacramento Ranger District  
  April 2013April 2013  

My heart goes to Dan's loved ones 

 and his engine company. It's just not right that 

 the body gives out on one so young when his 

 spirit is just beginning to soar. I hope his kids  

come to know and remember their dad as twice a 

 hero. RIP young warrior and thank you for your  

service as both a soldier and as a firefighter. 

Posted on Wildfire.com 



Links: 
Condolences 

Donation Information 
 

Murphy Funeral Home - Martin, TN 
http://tinyurl.com/cdwrk4j 

 

They Said (post dated 5/9/13) 
http://tinyurl.com/ch8fnf5 

 

Always Remember – Dan Davidson 
http://tinyurl.com/ch8fnf5 

 

Lincoln National Forest website 
http://tinyurl.com/bozhrr3 

 

Alamogordo Daily News 
http://tinyurl.com/cp6a37x 

 

Ruidoso News 
http://tinyurl.com/cds7tu8 

 

The Jackson Sun  
http://tinyurl.com/d8ch634 

 

Wiland Firefighter Foundation 
http://www.wffoundation.org/ 

 

Wildland Fire 
http://tinyurl.com/c9dw7ca 

 

http://www.murphyfuneralhome.net/fh/obituaries/obituary.cfm?o_id=2083404&fh_id=10729
http://www.wildlandfire.com/theysaid.htm
http://www.wlfalwaysremember.org/incident-lists/605-daniel-davidson.html
http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/lincoln/news-events/?cid=STELPRDB5419208
http://www.alamogordonews.com/news/ci_23194968/daniel-davidson-wildland-firefighter-and-war-veteran-dies
http://www.ruidosonews.com/ci_23193501/firefighter-collapses-dies-while-working-nm?source=most_viewed
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/jacksonsun/obituary.aspx?n=daniel-alan-davidson&pid=164695946&fhid=16955#fbLoggedOut
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/jacksonsun/obituary.aspx?n=daniel-alan-davidson&pid=164695946&fhid=16955#fbLoggedOut
http://www.wffoundation.org/
http://wlfhotlist.com/threads/33844-NM-R3-fatality-Wildland-Firefighter-Daniel-Davidson


MURPHY FUNERAL HOME & FLORIST, INC., MARTIN, TN  

 

Daniel Alan Davidson  

(April 3, 1987 - May 5, 2013) 

 

Mr. Daniel Alan Davidson, age 26, died Sunday, 05/05/2013, in Weed (Otero County) New Mexico.  

Funeral service will be Saturday, May 11, 2013, at the First United Methodist Church in Martin at 11:00 

A.M. Burial will follow in East Side Cemetery. Visitation will be Friday, May 10, 2013, at Murphy Funeral 

Home from 4:00 P.M. - 7:00 P.M., or after 9:00 A.M. Saturday at the church until funeral time.  

 

Mr. Davidson is survived by his son, Tyler Davidson of Franklin, TN; his parents, James E. Davidson of 

High Rolls, New Mexico and Cynthia Ward Davidson of Martin; brother, Joseph R. (Sara) Davidson of 

Richland, Washington; sisters, Sarah (Chad) McMahan of Ft. Collins, Colorado and Nicole Marie Davidson 

of Martin. He is survived by his fiancee, Terrah Eads of Martin, and his unborn daughter.  

 

Mr. Davidson worked as a firefighter for the U.S. Forest Service. He served in the U.S. Army. He was a 

graduate of Westview High School and a member of First Assembly of God Church in Martin.  

Forest Service Honor Guard                                  

http://www.wffoundation.org/ 

Wildland Firefighter Foundation  

 

http://www.wffoundation.org/

