
GOOD NEWS FOR THE PR PARROT RECOVERY PROGRAM! 

 

The Iguaca Aviary's 2013 Puerto Rican Parrot breeding season began with 

encouragement from the results of the previous season. 

The aviary's 2012 breeding season was the best to date in the 40 year history of the 

Puerto Rican Parrot Recovery Program. Both 2010 and 2011 were outstanding years, 

but in 2012 the Aviary staff labored unceasingly, and their exceptional teamwork 

resulted in even greater success. 2012 saw the highest PR Parrot fertility ever recorded 

in the aviary - an astonishing 77.03%!  By comparison, in past years, the highest fertility 

rates were 64.94%, recorded in 2011 and 59.42% in 2006. Before that, the average 

parrot fertility in the aviary hovered between 16 and 45% - resulting in a mere 1 to 4 

chicks (or often not a single chick) born per year. In those days, a fertility rate of 5 to 7 

chicks was a reason for aviary staff to celebrate! 

This year the Igauca Aviary produced 57 parrot chicks, with a survival rate of 70.17% -- 

an all-time record for the PR Parrot Recovery Program! 

Add this total to the preceding most successful years (2011-40 chicks; 2010-38 chicks; 

2009-31 chicks) the grand total is an amazing 166 chicks produced over the last four 

years -- in that short period, the El Yunque National Forest based Igauaca aviary 

produced more chicks than all the chicks combined in the 25 years between 1979 and 

2004! 



In addition, aviary staff was able to assemble 33 fertile breeding pairs - another 

remarkable record - the highest numbers ever achieved in past years were 26 pairs 

(2011) and 19 (2010).  

The captive breeding portion of the recovery program for this highly endangered parrot 

species is a collaborative effort with the Puerto Rico Department of Natural and 

Environmental Resources (PR-DNER). The recently established Río Abajo aviary had a 

very productive year as well, -- a hatchability and survival rate similar to that of the 

Iguaca Aviary. Both aviaries were able to provide chicks for the management and 

subsequent success of several nesting cavities in the wild in both the El Yunque 

National Forest and the Rio Abajo State Forest.  

When the individual program components are combined -- both captive breeding 

facilities; both wild flock management programs and the parrot release program -- the 

result is an all-time record of approximately 400 Puerto Rican Amazon Parrots 

recovered! 

An astounding record indeed -- a tribute to the unceasing labors of the multiple 

agencies dedicated to this vital conservation project... 

  

 


