
 Project Initiation Notice  
Southwest Power Association Vegetation Management Proposal 

 
The Ozark-St. Francis National Forests, Big Piney Ranger District is considering a proposal from 
the Southwestern Power Administration (SWPA) to amend their existing Special Use Permit to 
allow use of specific herbicides for maintenance of vegetation within their two permit areas.  
One permit area is an overhead transmission line 100 feet wide by 20.5 miles long (248.5 acres).  
If approved, the amendment would allow for the control of woody species and any identified 
Non-Native Invasive Species (NNIS) using specific herbicides within this area.  The other permit 
area is a communication site approximately one acre in size which includes a tower, a small 
building and a chain-link fence around the permit area.  The amendment, if approved, would 
allow for the use of specific herbicides to control woody and herbaceous plants at the site as well 
as NNIS.  
The District is preparing an EA to assist the District Ranger in making an informed decision on 
this proposal.  This is a project initiation notice (scoping) for the above proposal.   

In order to help identify issues resulting from this proposal and better assess its effects, I would 
appreciate your site-specific comments and/or concerns. This proposal including maps is 
available on the Ozark-St. Francis National Forests website at the following web 
address: http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/osfnf/landmanagement/planning/?cid+stelprd521222 

The proposed project is an activity implementing a land management plan and is subject to pre-
decisional objection process at 36 CFR 218 Subparts A and B, and is not authorized under the 
Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA). 

You may mail your comments to Tim Jones, Big Piney Ranger District, 12,000 SR 27, Hector, 
AR 72843.  Verbal or hand delivered written responses must be made during regular business 
hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday. Responses may be mailed electronically, in a 
common digital format, to: comments-southern-ozark-stfrancis-bayou@fs.fed.us.  In order to 
proceed in a timely manner, your responses are requested within 14 days starting the day after 
this notice publishes in Russellville AR’s newspaper, The Courier.  
Additional information including maps may be obtained by contacting Mike Mulford at the 
District office in Jasper, AR by phone at 870-446-5122 ext. 5136, or by email 
at mmulford@fs.fed.us . 
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