
 

USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 

Changes Being Considered for Indian Henry Campground 

We need your help! 

Indian Henry Campground (IHC) was developed in the 1970s and has been a special place for 

visitors. With 86 campsites, a large group area, and an amphitheater, IHC is one of largest, 

most popular campgrounds on the Mount Hood National Forest. The campground sits amid 

majestic old growth Douglas firs, a younger stand of western hemlock, and an assortment of 

big leaf maple, alders and other hardwoods.  What you don’t see within Indian Henry 

Campground are the root diseases that infect large parts of the stands.  Tree diseases and 

blown down trees are an important part of the forest ecosystem and provide habitat for 

numerous birds, amphibians and other wildlife.  However, standing dead or falling trees in a 

developed campground are a safety hazard for campers. 

Hazard Tree Issues 

Unfortunately, most of the campground is in an old Douglas-fir stand which is also a known 

laminated root rot pocket covering 80% of the campground.  Laminated root rot slowly decays 

living Douglas-fir roots and spreads from tree to tree via below ground root contact.  Because 

of this, infected Douglas-firs become structurally weak and are at risk of falling. Often this 

condition is difficult to detect due to minimal above ground symptoms. Adding to the 

complexity of the problem is the condition of the western hemlock on the site. Western 

hemlock has experienced significant wounding that leads to decay, disease and weakens the 

trees. Western hemlock are generally shallow rooted species, short lived, and failure prone. In 

IHC the western hemlock are approximately 150 years old and tree failures have been 

occurring typically in the winter months. Fallen trees displayed extensive decay in the roots. 

Due to age, the extensive decay in the root systems, and shallow rooting habits, western hemlock in the 

campground is not expected to regain wind-firmness and will continue to fall as the stand ages. There 

are numerous trees of both species that need to be removed in order to re-open the entire 

campground. 

Since the campground’s development, several projects have been implemented to remove potentially 

hazardous trees. The last project occurred in 2011 when 170 trees were removed. Shortly after, several 

western hemlock trees failed in the summer of 2011 in non-windy conditions which led to the existing 

closure of the majority of the campground. While disease and decay are part of the natural process in 

this forest, they create hazardous conditions in developed campgrounds when not managed 

appropriately. 

Aging Infrastructure 

In addition to the need to undertake vegetation management in the campground, much of the 

campground’s infrastructure has reached the end of its lifespan. Water lines and the 

40 year-old septic system as well as pumping system are prone to leaks and require 

extensive repair or replacement. Parking pads, picnic tables and fire rings are also in 

need of repairs and replacements. 

Options 

Due to the large scale of the hazard tree issue at this site, the Mount Hood National  



   

Forest is exploring long-term options for removing the western hemlock and Douglas-fir and planting 

other tree species or permanently closing portions of the campground.  

The options are in the preliminary stage of development.  These could change based on public comment 

and future environmental analysis. Additional options are still possible or parts of these options may be 

dropped from consideration.  

1. Cut most Douglas-fir and western hemlock in the majority of loop A, loop D, and part of B. The 

area would then be re-planted with disease resistant and windfirm native species. This would be 

a stand conversion with the objective of keeping Douglas-fir off-site for approximately 50 years. 

By doing this the laminated root rot will become less of an issue in the campground.  

Immediately after treatment the campground will appear very differently with much of the large 

trees removed and the shrubs and newly planted small trees providing screening between 

campsites. The more open canopy will allow more sunlight thus allowing more undergrowth 

including wildflowers and shrubs. This option would change the setting of the campground 

significantly for a number of years after tree removal and re-planting.  Aging infrastructure 

would be modernized with vault toilets that can be sustainably and cost effectively maintained. 

Improvements would be made to picnic tables, asphalt and parking areas.  

2. Keep loop C open along with sites B27, 28, 29, 31, 36, 37, and 38, all of which are not impacted 

by the disease. Permanently close the other loops/areas. This is basically how the campground is 

currently being managed. This would include replacing the ageing septic system in C loop.   

 

Other Challenges 

No matter what route we take in addressing the issues at Indian Henry, several implementation and 

economic challenges will need to be considered. Whether the FS decommissions the campground in 

part or in whole, or the FS implements a vegetation management plan with restoration and tree 

planting, all actions will be subject to the availability of funds and have financial impacts.  There are also 

several environmental considerations that need to be taken into account before any actions can be 

taken.  

Your Feedback is Important to Us 

We have started an environmental analysis process to reach a final decision on how to proceed in the 

campground. We hope to have an approved final plan in the fall of 2014. Specialists will be doing 

surveys and preparing the environmental analysis in 2013 with the goal of issuing an environmental 

analysis document in the summer of 2014.  At that point the document will be open for public review 

and comment. We will be contacting the public and soliciting your feedback during this process.  

We would like to hear from you! What do you think about the options so far? How should the FS 

proceed as we consider aesthetics (forested setting vs. more open setting), economics, safety, aging 

sanitary services?  Would you camp at IHC after tree removal? What else should be considered in 

making a decision? We want to know what you think before we fully develop a range of options. More 

information will be available on our website soon.  If you would like to be added to the project mailing 

list or submit a comment, please e-mail jroden@fs.fed.us.  For additional information about the project 

call or email Laura Pramuk at 503.668.1791 or lbpramuk@fs.fed.us.  Thank you for your help. 
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