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It is that time of the year 

again! Local and Cordova-

bound anglers from around 

the globe are dreaming of 

silvery torpedoes smacking 

lures and flies with reckless 

abandon. A lucky few are 

already out there living this 

dream… Well, sort of.  

Some coho (silver) salmon 

are making their way into 

Eyak River, but it is very 

early in the run and those 

dime-bright torpedoes are 

still few and far between. I 

heard reports of fish being 

caught on Saturday, so on 

Sunday I recruited two friends and headed down river. Well, the old cliché held true and we 

“should have been there yesterday.” We tried a few good looking spots, but the silvers remained 

elusive. Fortunately, the Dolly Varden and cutthroat trout were feeding aggressively. These 

beautiful native fish are great sport on light tackle, so bring a 5 weight fly rod or a light spinning 

setup with you. A small spinner, streamer, or an egg imitation ought to do the trick.  

With 12 foot high tides and rain in the forecast, look for more salmon moving into Eyak River 

each day. Ibeck Creek (8 mile) flows into lower Eyak River and salmon should be pushing into 

this stream soon as well.   

 In the meanwhile, if the salmon fishing is slow, consider hiking into the Pipeline Lakes (which 

are actually small ponds) for another cutthroat and Dolly Varden fishing opportunity. A 

straightforward two mile hiking loop connects the Pipeline Lakes Trail to the McKinley Lake 

Trail. This route will bring you past all five Pipeline Lakes, three of which offer fishable 

populations of small trout (shown on the map). Try casting dry flies with a light weight fly rod. 

The lakes are also a great spot to introduce kids to angling. A hook and bobber set up with 

salmon egg bait will usually bring fast action in the farthest east Pipeline Lake. The water was a 

little warm and the fishing was slower than usual this summer, but the fishing should improve as 

the water temperatures fall this month. Release your catch or check the ADF&G regulation book 

for possession limits.  

Until next time, keep dreaming of those silvers, or better yet, head down Eyak River and try to 

catch one of the first coho salmon of the year. The fishing should only improve with each 

passing day. Foot-bound anglers should hike down the 2 mile long Eyak River Trail (the 

trailhead is across the road from the weir). If you have access to a boat, try downstream from 

the old cannery. Good luck out there and keep your rod tip up! 
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Would you like to receive the Cordova Weekly Fishing News via e-mail? Please let me know 

and I will put you on the distribution list. Also, if you have a good photo from a recent Cordova 

fishing trip, e-mail me a copy and I will try to get it printed in the next edition of the Weekly 

Fishing News. My e-mail address is: ladelfio@fs.fed.us. Thank you!  -Luca 
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