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Wildfire Update: Papoose Fire       July 18, 2013   
 
Date of Detection: July 8, 2013 
Cause: Lightning 
Size: 4,892 acres 
Location: Papoose Creek, North-Fork Ranger District 
      Approximately 40 air miles west of Salmon, ID 
Managing Agency: U.S. Forest Service, Salmon-Challis National Forest 
 

 
The Papoose Fire gained just 392 acres under clear skies yesterday, mainly on the fire’s 

southern end near Golden Creek. The fire is burning in steep, rugged, inaccessible terrain.  
 
Firefighters are assessing campsites between Big Creek and Goat Creek to ensure the 

safety of boaters in the camps. They are removing ground fuels where needed to minimize the 
threat of the fire’s spread should it reach these areas.  Boaters are checking in at the Flying B 
Ranch to coordinate with forest personnel and receive camping and fire information. 

 
There are three other fires being staffed on the Salmon-Challis National Forest. Lightning 

started the Birch Fire July 6, about 17 miles west of Salmon. It burned 316 acres before being 
contained. The fire is being monitored daily by a forest engine crew. Lightning also sparked the 
Ranch Fire yesterday, about 2 miles northwest of Boundary Creek. Two smokejumpers from 
McCall responded to the wilderness fire, which burned just one-tenth of an acre. The Marble Fire 
was also started by lightning on Wednesday, about seven miles north of the Middle Fork River. 
Four rappellers responded to the one-quarter acre fire and are still staffing the fire.  

 
 A drying trend is predicted for the Papoose Fire area in the coming days. Fire managers 
expect moderate fire growth as finer fuels begin curing in the higher elevations. 
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