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Wildfire Update: Papoose Fire       July 19, 2013   
 
Date of Detection: July 8, 2013 
Cause: Lightning 
Size: 5,670 acres 
Location: Papoose Creek, North-Fork Ranger District 
      Approximately 40 air miles west of Salmon, ID 
Managing Agency: U.S. Forest Service, Salmon-Challis National Forest 
 

The Papoose Fire gained about 778 acres since yesterday, burning grass, brush and small 
stands of timber in rugged, inaccessible terrain above the Middle Fork of the Salmon River.  

 
Firefighters are patrolling the river corridor by boat to assess campsites between Big 

Creek and Goat Creek. They are removing ground fuels to minimize the threat of fire spreading 
into these areas. Boaters are checking in at the Flying B Ranch, coordinating with forest 
personnel to receive updated campsite and fire information. 

 
Three other fires being staffed on the Salmon-Challis National Forest. The Birch Fire 

burned 316 acres about 17 miles west of Salmon before being controlled July 16. The fire is 
being monitored by a forest engine crew. The lightning-sparked Ranch Fire burned one-tenth of 
an acre two miles northwest of Boundary Creek and was declared out Thursday morning. Four 
rappellers continue work on the quarter-acre Marble Fire, started by lightning on Wednesday 
about seven miles north of the Middle Fork River. A new fire was staffed by a forest engine crew 
about 25 miles west of Challis. They made quick work of the one-tenth acre Squaw Fire and 
declared it out Thursday evening. 
  

A high pressure system remains over the fire area, with extremely dry conditions 
expected to persist into next week. For updates, maps and photos, please visit www.inciweb.org.  
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