
Yet another summer loath to go 
Although the scythes hang in the apple trees. 
 

-   Louise Bogan 

Fall Color Report          
September 10, 2013 

Autumn is making further and further inroads 
into summer.  There are predicted lows of 39 
degrees in the near future, yet we still have some 
days with highs near 80.  Those days, however, are 
literally numbered, and the stretches of cool weather 
are lasting longer than the stretches of warm.  Mist, 
rain, and fog sweep the forest as the temperature 
moves faster than the dewpoint, and summer’s hot 

muggy air is forced to give up its moisture.   
 

The cool wetness of this fall was 
not the condition of the forest 
two years ago in September.  
September 12 was the day the 
Pagami Fire had a twelve mile run 
and shot from a typical wilderness 
fire to a historical event.  The forest appeared a wasteland near Lake Isabella right after the 
fire, but just as next year’s spring comes after this year’s winter, a regenerating forest has 
come to the wasteland.  Two year jack pines are foot tall seedlings beneath the scorched 
remains of the parent trees.  Bindweed and asters blanket the ground, and in some areas hazel 
and willow shrubs create thickets difficult to walk through.  Although it is hard to tell, it is 
the same forest as before, just much younger.  The ample low vegetation and seed bearing 
annual plants have made the burn area excellent habitat for small mammals during summer, 
and in turn, excellent habitat for predators on those small mammals.  During just a short visit 

to the Lake Isabella area, several hawks were spotted – 
those small mammals had better be on the look out. 
 
The understory and open areas continue to show the 
most signs of fall this week.  Sedges and grasses turning 
golden, and on the lakes, wild rice is ripening.  A 
panoramic view from an overlook has the appearance of summer with the crowns of the trees 
green, but walking on trails below, you’ll see plenty of color at ground level.  The summer 
may be loath to go, but it is becoming more and more apparent that it has no choice. 
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