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Fire has historically played a fundamental ecological role 
in many of America’s wildland areas.  
 
However, the rising number of homes in the wildland-
urban interface (WUI), associated impacts on lives and 
property from wildfire, and escalating costs of wildfire 
management have led to an urgent need for communities 
to become “fire-adapted.”  
 
We present ways in which you as a home owner can 
protect your self and your home and your community.  
 



•According to the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC),     
 nearly 70,000 wildfires burned more than 9 million acres  
 across the U.S. in 2012. 
 

Facts and figures 
 



• In 2012, more than 2,200 primary 
structures were lost due to wildfire 
and attributed to house-to-house 
ignitions. From 2004 – 2012, primary 
structure losses totaled more than 
13,000.  



•The National Association of   
 State Foresters (NASF) cites  
 more than 72,000 U.S.  
 communities are now  
 at risk from  wildfire. 
 



•According to NFPA, large-loss fires accounted for nearly $800 million  
 in direct property losses nationwide in 2011. The Bastrop County  
 Complex (Texas) wildfire alone resulted in $400 million in property  
   
 
loss and was the largest 
of the large-loss fires 
recorded during that  
year.   
 



 

 
• WILDFIRE DOESN’T HAVE TO BURN everything in its 

path. In fact, cleaning your property of debris and 
maintaining your landscaping are important first steps to 
helping minimize damage and loss.   

• Remove flammable materials (firewood stacks, propane 
tanks, dry vegetation) within 30 feet of your home’s 
foundation and outbuildings, including garages and 
sheds. If it can catch fire, don’t let it touch your house, 
deck or porch. 



The work you do today can 
make a difference.  

Checklist for          
      Homeowners 



Clear leaves and other debris from gutters, 
eaves, porches and decks. This prevents 
embers from igniting your home. 

Action Item #1 



Remove dead vegetation from under 
your deck and within 10 feet of the 
house. Remove anything stored 
under decks or porches.  

Action Item #2 



Screen or box-in areas below patios 
and decks with wire mesh to prevent 
debris and combustible materials from 
accumulating. 

Action Item #3 



 
Remove flammable 
materials (firewood stacks, 
propane tanks, dry 
vegetation) within 30 feet 

Action Item #4 

 
of your home’s foundation and outbuildings, including 
garages and sheds. If it can catch fire, don’t let it touch your 
house, deck or porch. 



Wildfire can spread to tree tops. If 
you have trees on your property,  

Action Item #5 

prune so the 
lowest 
branches are 6 
to 10 feet from 
the ground. 



 
Keep your lawn hydrated and maintained. If it 
is brown, cut it down to reduce fire intensity. 
Dry grass and shrubs are fuel for wildfire. 

Action Item #6 



Don’t let debris 
and lawn cuttings 
linger. Dispose of 
these items 
quickly to reduce 
fuel for fire. 

Action Item #7 



 
Inspect shingles or 
roof tiles. Replace 
or repair those that 
are loose or 
missing to prevent 
ember penetration. 

Action Item #8 



 
Cover exterior attic vents 
with metal wire mesh no 
larger than 1/8 inch to 
prevent sparks from 
entering the home. 
Enclose under-eave and 
soffit vents or screen with 
metal mesh to prevent 
ember entry. 

Action Item #9 



. 

You have cleared your yard, protected your house, pruned the 
driveway.  As you look around you see your neighbors 
property is in need, as are others, as you listen to the news 
report of a fire started in the county. And you ask yourself –  

Much of Siskiyou County has 
been rated from high to extreme 
fire potential by the Fire and 
Resource Assessment Program 
(FRAP). Our county has proven 
to have an active fire history. It 
is a question of WHEN, not IF 
there will be a catastrophic fire 
somewhere in Siskiyou County! 

http://www.frap.cdf.ca.gov/


What more 
can you do? 

What is the solution? There are many 
pieces to the puzzle. Public entities, private 
business, and citizens coming to the table 
with combined resources and knowledge is 
a beginning.  And this is accomplished 
through local FireSafe Councils.   Get 
involved, be part of the solution.  



Projects and Successes of FireSafe 
Councils in Siskiyou County 



Fuels Reduction Project 

FireSafe Council of 
Siskiyou County 
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Yreka Area 



Seiad Valley FireSafe Council 

“It became increasingly 

clear that all the planning 

and hard work by your 

organization (FSC) really 

paid off in the protection 

of structures and lives on 

Seiad Creek and the 

surrounding area.” 

Barbara Geidel and many other Seiad 
residents said that the work of the Seiad 
Valley Fire Safe Council was essential to the 
success of efforts to protect the community.  
 
The council had recently completed a large 
fuels reduction and fuel break project, 
including the placement of water tanks 
around the area. 
 
 



Seiad Valley FireSafe Council 

“It became increasingly 

clear that all the planning 

and hard work by your 

organization (FSC) really 

paid off in the protection 

of structures and lives on 

Seiad Creek and the 

surrounding area.” 

“We’ve been through this before. 
We’re used to fire around here,” said 
David Timbrook.  He also described a 
range of neighborhood infrastructure 
projects that he has undertaken over 
the years to improve the defensibility 
of his property and those of his 
neighbors. 
 
 

Before 

After 



Be Safe 

Be Prepared 

Get Involved 
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