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Great Lakes protected through $2.5M in Federal grants  
 Funds for trees, jobs and clean water go to projects in Illinois, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, 

Ohio, and Wisconsin  
 

NEWTOWN SQUARE, PA – The U.S. Forest Service will help improve urban forests, tree 
canopy and water quality in six Great Lakes states through nearly $2.5 million in grants.  

The grants are part of the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, a cooperative effort between 
federal, tribal, state and local partners.  

"Clean water comes from abundant tree cover," said Tony Ferguson, director, U.S. Forest 
Service Northeastern Area. "These grants put people to work restoring shoreland ecosystems, 
barren streets and polluted industrial sites." 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency funding administered by the Forest Service 
backs local efforts to improve the collection, storage, infiltration, and evaporation of rainfall and 
storm water. The GLRI task force includes 11 federal agencies working to clean toxins, combat 
invasive species, and promote ecosystem health by mitigating polluted run-off and restoring 
wetlands and other habitats.  

“Grassroots efforts create sustainable communities and ensure the health of the Great Lakes,” 
said Ferguson. “I’m excited to see these grants go to so many new partners.” 

The awardees are:  

Illinois 

• $250,000 – Initiative to Rebuild Urban & Community Forests Impacted by EAB 
The Morton Arboretum will sub-grant funds to plant 1,200 trees in communities within 
the emerald ash borer (EAB) quarantine zone and sustain the watersheds of the North 
Shore Channel, Chicago River and Little Calumet Rivers in Lake and Cook Counties,  
Illinois.   

• $42,800 - Project to mitigate storm water in Chicago Lawn 
Openlands, Inc. will train and utilize local volunteers to plant and maintain 200 urban 
trees in the Chicago Lawn neighborhood to mitigate the effects of storm water.  
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Michigan 

• $250,000 - Detroit & Rouge River Watershed Restoration Initiative 
The Greening of Detroit will work with the cities of Detroit, Highland Park, and 
Hamtramck to implement an EAB Tree Restoration project that will: 1) Plant 1,295 trees 
in neighborhoods throughout these three communities, 2) Recruit and train 1,684 
community volunteers to assist with tree planting efforts; and 3) Maintain trees for three 
years using the Greening’s youth employment program, The Green Corps.     

• $206,000 - Grand Rapids EAB Recovery Project 
The Grand Rapids EAB Recovery Project will plant and maintain 2,800 trees and educate 
citizens on stormwater runoff, the benefits of trees, and proper tree care. This will greatly 
enhance the City’s ability to intercept stormwater runoff and filter out pollutants before 
they enter the Grand River. 

• $400,000 - Greening of Chevy in the Hole 
In this third phase of phytoremediation, trees such as willows and poplars will be planted 
in areas contaminated with organic compounds and metals where the root systems will 
contact soils and groundwater, providing for the uptake, degradation, or sequestration of 
toxic substances at Chevy in the Hole, once the industrial heartbeat of Flint Michigan’s 
automotive industry. 

• $400,000 - Strategic, Transformative Dendroremediation Project 
The Green of Detroit will partner with the City to reduced storm water runoff and 
remediate soil contamination by planting 4,000 – 5,000 trees on vacant parcels that drain 
to river channels.  

• $85,000 - EAB Restoration Planting Project 
The City of Southgate will plant 850 trees to restore tree canopy and mitigate storm water 
flow in lower income neighborhoods that were heavily impacted by the emerald ash 
borer.  

• $50,000 - Targeted Tree Maintenance Program to Improve Water Quality  
The City of Ann Arbor will initiate a tree pruning program targeting at least 50 of the 
city’s largest street trees to improve their condition and maximize their water quality 
benefits.  
 

Minnesota 

• $400,000 - Using Green Infrastructure to Reduce Toxics Load to the St. Louis River 
This project will help restore 26 acres of riparian and urban forest habitat, and 
encapsulate soil contaminants within a 55-acre brownfield site, preventing migration of 
perched ground water, and preventing soil contaminants from entering the St. Louis River 
AOC via surface water run-off.  

New York 



  

• $48,334 - Tree Planting Initiative on Private Land to Manage Stormwater  
200 trees will be planted at select sites in the City of Syracuse to effectively mitigate 
combined sewer overflows (CSOs) that enter Onondaga Lake.  

• $50,000 - Community and Urban Forest Restoration Initiative 
The City of Ogdensburg will utilize its recently completed tree inventory and 
management plan to increase tree plantings, mitigate stormwater runoff, and improve 
water quality at two waterfront sites on the Oswegatchie River.   

Ohio 

• $250,000 – Initiative to Restore Cleveland's Urban Tree Canopy 
City of Cleveland will plant and maintain 1,560 trees in areas of low or vulnerable tree 
canopy to improve stormwater quality, improve biological diversity, and mitigate the 
impacts of the emerald ash borer.  

Wisconsin 

• $50,000 - South Branch Creek Floodplain Forest Restoration Project 
This project restores three acres of riparian floodplain forest and emergent wetlands on 
South Branch Creek, 3,500 feet upstream of the confluence with the Milwaukee River, 
within the Village of Brown Deer.   
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