
INTERNSHIP ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

Employer:    Flathead National Forest  

Position Title:   Wildlife Intern (primary duties as a “Loon/Bear Ranger”) 

Duty Station:   Kalispell, MT 

Salary Range:   $8.50 per hour 

Position Information:  Full-Time Seasonal—40 hours per week approximately 10 May through 10 August; 

Students must be enrolled at the University of Montana, Missoula; 

Application Deadline:  Midnight Sunday 9 February 2014 

Work schedule:   Mainly 4-10 hour days Friday through Monday with changes in work schedule often occurring for 

trainings and other work needs.  There is no overtime, paid holidays, or additional compensation for working on holidays or 

weekends for this position. 

Duties 

Interns would work directly with Forest Service biologists on the Common Loon Working Group to provide public outreach 
at key common loon nesting lakes that receive intense public use during the common loon-nesting season.  Interns educate 
boaters, anglers, and other recreating members of the public visiting or living on Montana’s common loon lakes about loon 
biology, nesting requirements, disturbance effects, and loon sign program. In coordination with local biologists, interns 
conduct common loon surveys, deploy and collect floating signs; give presentations at campgrounds, meetings, schools, and 
events; monitor loons for leg bands, keep daily log of activities; and prepare final summary report.  Other duties include: 
educating the public on proper food storage for avoiding bear attractants, assisting with old growth, lynx habitat, and 
amphibian surveys, conducting bald eagle nest and wildlife habitat monitoring, shrub planting, and other wildlife duties as 
assigned.   
 
Skills, Abilities, & Knowledge Needed 

Good communication skills & ability to work independently; 1-2 years in biology, wildlife, ornithology, recreation management 

or fisheries; ability to use 4-wheel drive vehicles and motor and non-motorized boats (canoes or kayaks) to access lakes. Able 

to carry 35-50 lbs. Interns should have own high quality binoculars (10x40) and be able to use high-powered spotting scopes 

for identify birds and color band combinations.  Interns will need to keep in close contact with multiple agencies and 

organizations or individuals depending on their location and assignments. 

How to Apply 
Submit a cover letter and resume with names and phone numbers of 3 references familiar with the applicant’s qualifications 

for the position.  At least 2 references must be people who can verify job experience if it is used to qualify for the position.  

Electronic application materials are preferred and may be sent via email to: lholmquist@fs.fed.us 

Or received by deadline at: 650 Wolfpack Wy.  Kalispell, MT  59901 

Phone interviews and reference checks will occur so be sure your references are available by phone during the 

application time period. 

 

For further information contact: Laura Holmquist, Wildlife Biologist, Tally Lake Ranger District (406) 758-3501  

 

Common Loons in Montana 

Common loons are highly vulnerable to disturbance during the nesting season. Montana supports only about 60-80 pairs of 

common loons. Of these, only about 30 pairs produce 34-45 chicks each year.  

Loon training is usually the first weekend in May and is required. It includes basics of common loon identification and 

ecology, public outreach tools and methods, data recording, information on the use of floating signs and other materials 

during a full day of required training.  A notebook with data forms, contact information, maps, and other materials are given 

to each loon ranger at the beginning of the field season and returned to supervisor at the end of the internship. Each intern 

completes a year-end report covering the extent of their efforts, summary of monitoring results by lake, and recommendations 

for the next field season. They should also be able to assist in the entry of the loon data into the statewide loon database. 

Training for other duties will be determined after the start of the internship. 


