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Human Tragedy 

Geology in Action

On a silent August night in 1959,  

an enormous earthquake  

triggered a landslide that  

sent 80 million tons of boulders 

crashing down across the  

popular Madison River  

Canyon, forever changing 

those lives and that  

part of the Gallatin 

National Forest, just  

west of Yellowstone  

National Park.

join our ribbon-cutting ceremony, 
to celebrate the completed renovation of the Visitor Center 
and other facilities in the Earthquake Lake Geologic Area,  
as well as the newly expanded partnership between the 
Gallatin National Forest and the Yellowstone Association.

The Earthquake Lake  
Visitor Center
Immediately after the ribbon-cutting, 
the Visitor Center will open to the  
public. Please see attached schedule  
of events for the opening weekend. 

Friday, May 23, 2014 
12:00
Located at the west end of  
Earthquake Lake, 27 miles  
northwest of West Yellowstone  
and 99 miles southwest of  
Bozeman on US Highway 287.

For more information, please call the  
Forest Service Hebgen Lake District Office  
at 406. 823.6961.G
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May 23 Friday Details

12:00-12:45 PM Welcome and  
Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony

Public invited

1:00 PM Visitor Center opens to the public Start of the summer 2014 season  
Visitor Center will be open daily 10am–6pm

1:30PM Tour of new Visitor Center Join Forest Service staff to learn about the renovation of the building,  
the interior and the exterior interpretive exhibits

1:30PM “Landslide Trail” guided walk Join Forest Service staff on a 45-minute walk up the new “Landslide Trail” 
to the spectacular Madison Valley Overlook. Meet at the flagpole at  
the Quake VC.

May 24 Saturday

9:00-11:00 aM Wildlife Watching with the Experts Join Yellowstone Institute naturalists at the Beaver Creek Wildlife  
Viewing Area, 4 miles east of the Quake VC along Highway 287. Look for 
birds, moose, beaver and elk. Scopes and binoculars will be provided.

1:00 PM “Refuge Point” guided walk Join earthquake survivor John Owen, who spent that earthshaking night  
on this ridge, for an easy 2-mile trail walk. Allow about 1 hour. Meet 
at the “Refuge Point” pullout, located 5 miles east of the Quake VC.

Hourly, on  
ThE houR

Introductory presentation, followed 
by the movie “A Force of nature”

An excellent movie about the human drama caused by geology in action.  
In the quake VC auditorium

May 25 SuNday

11:00 aM “The Lake That Tilted” guided walk Join Forest Service staff for an easy, handicap accessible walk on a new 
asphalt trail along the north shore of Hebgen Lake, where the old Hilgard 
Lodge was destroyed by the 1959 earthquake. Meet at the Quake VC  
flagpole, and caravan 7 miles east along Highway 287.

1:00 PM “Refuge Point” guided walk Same as “Refuge Point” above

3:00 PM “The Lake That Tilted” guided walk Same as “The Lake That Tilted” above

Hourly, on  
ThE houR

Movie “A Force of nature” Same as above

rE-oPENiNG WEEKENd CElEBratioNEartHQuaKE laKE ViSitor CENtEr  

May 2014 Schedule of Events
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