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PREFACE

The Forest Plan is in compliance with the National Forest Management Act of
1976 (NFMA); the regulations for National Forest Land and Resource

Management Planning (36 CFR Part 219); and the National Environmental
Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA), including the Record of Decision for the

Environmental Impact Statement covering the Forest Plan.

Further information about the Forest Plan can be obtained from Forest
Supervisor, Idaho Panhandle National Forests, 1201 Ironwood Drive,
Coeur d“Alene, ID 83814.
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A.

C.

I. INTRODUCTIOR

Purpose

The Forest Plan guides all natural resource management activities and
establishes management standards for the Idaho Panhandle National Forests.
It describes resource management practices, levels of resource production
and management, and the availability and suitability of lands for resource
management.

Management Direction

The goals, objectives, standards, schedule of management practices, and
monitoring and evaluation requirements comprise the Plan”s management
direction. However, the projected outputs, services, and rates of
implementation are dependent on the annual budgeting process.

Belationship to Other Documents
Envi 1

The Forest Plan is based on the various considerations which have been
addressed in the accompanying Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), and
represents the proposed plan in that EIS. The planning process and the
analysis procedure used in developing this Plan, as well as the other
alternatives that were considered, are described or referenced in the EIS.
Project level activities will be planned and implemented to carry out the
management direction in this Plan. The NEPA requirements will be followed
as the site specific issues and impacts are addressed during project
development.

Regional Guid

The Regional Guide displays the Northern Region”s portion of the Forest and
Rangeland Renewable Resources Planning Act (RPA) Program among the National
Forests, provides direction for National Forest plans, and develops
standards and guidelines for addressing major issues and management
concerns which need to be considered at the Regional level to facilitate
Forest Planning. The Regional Guide process allows for discussion and
analysis of National Forest program capabilities to determine opportunities
to meet short-term and long~term natural resource demands.

Philosophy of Management

The Idaho Panhandle National Forests share a national mission common to all
Mational Forests. The Forest Planning process tailors national and
regional direction to the unique features of the Idaho Panhandle National
Forests. Recognizing the unique combinations of opportunities provided by
the resources of this Forest helps us integrate an incredible variety of
uses, both now and in the future.



The basic mission of this Forest is that of caring for the land and serving
people. It requires a balanced consideration of all Forest resources in
meeting the present needs of society, as well as those of future
generations. It relies on the application of scientific knowledge,
leadership in conservation, and wise management in partnership with our
neighbors, other public agencies, tribal governments, and others interested
and affected by the Forest program. Achievement of the mission requires
various disciplines working together for on~the-ground management of
National Forest programs and projects.

The Idaho Panhandle National Forests will continue to be a place dominated
by natural beauty--its lakes, rivers, plains, and mountains. The visual
character of some of the area’s forest will change to a more varied
landscape as forest harvest works toward a balanced age class distribution.

Careful management will insure the continued presence of all wildlife
species; threatened and endangered species habitats will be managed to
provide for recovered population levels. Big game habitat will have a
higher carrying capacity than today.

Recreation use will increase substantially, as will the quantity, quality,
and variety of facilities available. Campgrounds, motorized use trails,
mountain bike trails, and hiking trails will be improved. Wilderness will
provide for areas dominated by natural forces. Other areas will add to the
variety of non-motorized recreation opportunities. Our cooperation with
the private sector in providing recreation opportunities will increase to
improve overall benefits to the public.

Research Natural Areas will increase our knowledge of natural processes and
will continue to serve as baseline comparisons. Two experimental forests,
Priest Lake and Deception Creek, will provide a wealth of information on
managed forests.

The Idaho Panhandle National Forests will continue to provide a significant
timber raw material base to support the local and national economies and
social needs. The Forest will be managed for a balanced age class
distribution and long-term sustained yield. Soil productivity will be
maintained to support this increased timber growth.

Fish habitat management will provide fisheries oriented to a sporting
recreation resource. Various strains of native fish will exist at improved
population levels.
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