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I am pleased to announce the winners of the 2004 New Century of Service Chief’s Awards.  The group award goes to the Fiddlin’ Foresters of the Rocky Mountain Region and the individual winner is Dr. Robert Buckman, retired from the Forest Service and Oregon State University (OSU).  

Dr. Buckman retired from the Forest Service after 38 years of service as Deputy Chief for Research in 1986.  As Deputy Chief for Research and Director of International Programs, Dr. Buckman helped redraft basic authorities for agency research and to cooperate internationally with others.   

After retiring, Dr. Buckman became a professor of forest policy and international forestry at OSU.  He has served as President of the International Union of Forest Research Organizations, and has been instrumental in international forestry research.  Retired now from OSU, Dr. Buckman continues to lecture, do research, mentor others, and provide advice and counsel on such important matters as the Northwest Forest Plan and the recent Biscuit Fire review in Oregon.  

Members of the Fiddlin’ Foresters include Lynn Young, Jane Leche, Jim Maxwell, Doug Wagner, and volunteer Tom McFarland.  Since 1994, the Fiddlin’ Foresters have performed over 100 interpretive programs that have educated, entertained, and inspired audiences, providing messages about conservation and public land stewardship.  They have 3 primary objectives:  provide entertaining and educational conservation messages, put a face on the “Faceless Bureaucrat,” and instill and enhance pride in Forest Service employees.

Through music and audio-visuals, they highlight the important contributions national forests and grasslands have made to the American economy, landscape, and culture over the past century, producing an emotional connection to the land and the agency.

They are recognized nationally and have full support from the Rocky Mountain Regional Forester and Chief of the Forest Service, and provide interpretive programs as a collateral duty to their regular work assignments.

For nomination criteria please visit http://www.fs.fed.us/newcentury/chiefs_award.htm.

       Linda Feldman, New Century of Service Coordinator 
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Urban Connections

They called it the Great Massive Ballet.  Greenfield Village, Henry Ford’s outdoor living history museum in Detroit, was renovated in just nine months.  In the process a beautiful forest emerged and inspired a new charge—bring the story of people and the forests to life for its nearly 2 million annual visitors.  

At the same time, the Eastern Region of the Forest Service began bringing the story of the national forests to the massive urban population of the East through its unique Urban Connections program.  One of the first stops?  Detroit.  

In May, the Forest Service and Greenfield Village became official partners in “Great Outdoors,” a two-year pilot environmental education program for 2,000 children and their parents.  The pilot will help Greenfield Village decide what experiences to create in their new forest.  Possibilities include a Ranger Station with a 1930s ranger, a fire tower, and a Civilian Conservation Corps camp.  

But the partnership extends beyond Greenfield Village itself.  Key to Urban Connections is the fact that community activists multiply Forest Service efforts by reaching others.  Christian Overland, Director of the Henry Ford Museum and Greenfield Village, sponsored the Forest Service in speaking to 200 major movers in the Greening Detroit effort.  And his staff joined the Urban Connections dialogue session in Detroit to offer scholarships for the Village to inner city children.  

Stay tuned as more unfolds in this exciting partnership for the new centennial. 


For more information contact Daryl Pridgen, Urban Connections Program Manager, 414-944-3590, dpridgen@fs.fed.us.  

Award Winners’ Issue 

An incredible group of Forest Service employees were nominated for the 2004 New Century of Service Chief’s Award.  Below you will find a list of both the individual and group winners from all units that submitted nominations.  From the unit winners, an individual and group winner were selected for the Chief’s Award (winners named in the “Lowdown from Linda,” page 1).  Thanks to those of you who took the time to send in a nomination and congratulations to the winners!

Region 1

Individual – Dixie Dies

Region 2

Group – The Fiddlin’ Foresters:  Lynn E. Young, M. Jane Leche, James R. Maxwell, Douglas A. Wagner, Thomas D. McFarland

Region 5

Individual – Robert Wetzel
Group – Greenhorn Ranger District, Senior Community Service Employment Program Employees:  Andrew Benson, Eugene Englesber, Richard Gummert, Charles Heydon, Jean Hernandez, Elizabeth Ingram, Marilyn Koehler, Carol Moritz, Ronald Mullins, Jack O’Brien, Richard Perham, Jeffery Perry, Barbara Ranslem, Richard Reider, Margaret Rivers, Al St. Ours, Walt Waltman, Paul Watkins, Rey Villalpando
Region 8

Individual – Gary A. Hawkins

Region 9

Individual – Lisa Klaus
Group – Cutfoot Sioux Civilian Conservation Corps Camp:  Keith Matson, Emil Johnson, Gerald Swanson, Cec Huotari

Region 10

Individual – Thomas Puchlerz
Pacific Northwest Station

Individual – Dr. Robert E. Buckman

Forest Products Laboratory

Individual – John W. Koning, Jr.

Group – FPL Engineering Mechanics Lab:  William J. Nelson, Joseph F. Murphy, Michael J. Grambsch, Gary R. Larson, Roy R. Traver, Marshall Begel, Sara J. Fishwild, Rita M. Simonsen, Timothy C. Nelson, Theodore Mianowski, Richard W. Shilts, Robert P. Edlund, Steven G. Hankel, James T. Gilbertson, Robert A. Munson, Cynthia M. Peckham
Northeastern Area State & Private Forestry
Group – Best Management Practice Protocol Working Group:  Al Todd, David Welsch, Karen Sykes, Roger Ryder, Tim Post
Events Calendar

 The Centennial events calendar is now up and ready for use on the New Century of Service website.  Visit the calendar at http://www.srs.fs.usda.gov/ncscalendar/.   Centennial field coordinators will be able to use the calendar to add, delete, and make changes to events.  Those of us planning on attending these events can check the calendar for upcoming events in our area and beyond!  The events are expected to begin after January 1, 2005 and will be lead off with the Centennial Congress in Washington, D.C.  


Many thanks to Rodney Kindlund, Public Affairs Officer for the Southern Research Station, for his time and efforts on this project!

Centennial Time Capsule

A time capsule commemorating the Centennial of the Forest Service will be buried in a ceremony in the spring of 2005 at Grey Towers National Historic Landmark, ancestral home of Gifford Pinchot, in Milford, PA. Grey Towers is seeking suggestions and contributions of items for inclusion in the time capsule, which will be opened in 2105. 

In keeping with the flavor of the Centennial forums and the National Congress, the capsule will not simply be a rehash of what is or was, but rather an insightful and comprehensive collection of items that will convey a snapshot of today’s conservation climate to future generations. Items should reflect history and heritage and include feeling, views and visions for the future.

For more information contact Lori McKean at Grey Towers at lmckean@fs.fed.us or 570-296-9672.
Newsletter Update
Please send your articles, local solutions, questions, comments, or add your name to our mailing list by emailing Kristi at kabray@fs.fed.us.  Thank You!


-Kristi
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