BITTERROOT NATIONAL FOREST SOCIAL SURVEY

Executive Summary

The Bitterroot National Forest commissioned a social survey following the historic 2000 fire season.  The survey was designed to understand how the people of Ravalli County wanted the Forest to be managed, particularly in response to the fires.  The Bureau of Business and Economic Research at The University of Montana designed the sampling scheme and conducted the telephone survey during December of 2000 and January of 2001.  Over 1,200 residents of Ravalli County were interviewed.  This is a large sample relative to most surveys, and provides precise, statistically valid results.   

The following statements outline some of the survey's findings.  

· Of the people called, 87 percent chose to participate in the survey.  This high response rate seems to indicate a strong local interest in how the Bitterroot National Forest is managed. 

· Survey respondents favored active management of burned areas on the Forest, with support for all management treatments listed.  Management actions with the strongest favorable ratings were salvaging timber, planting trees, stabilizing soils, and protecting stream areas.  

· Respondents also favored management actions in the urban-wildland interface.  The strongest backing was for educating landowners, thinning trees, and reducing fuels.  

· Support exists for the Forest's programs in general, with over 60 percent ranking all the listed activities as important or very important.  These programs included everything from firefighting to environmental education. 

· Views on the appropriate amount of motorized vehicle access to the Forest varied widely, falling across the entire spectrum from very limited to very open access. 

· The survey revealed that most respondents obtain information about the Forest via reports in the local media (newspapers, radio, and television).

· The survey asked respondents what the Bitterroot National Forest could do to improve its management.  The following themes emerged: 

· Increase public access to Bitterroot National Forest lands. 

· Rely more on local labor and knowledge, particularly in response to fires.

· Work more on relationships with the community.

· Use education more, particularly for people living in the interface.

· Improve forest and fire management practices.

· Owners should be responsible for protection of homes in the urban-wildland interface.

