RECENT NATIONAL DIRECTION


Initiative/Report  & 
What it does

National Fire Plan (2001)  


A long-term, multi-faceted strategy designed to manage the impacts of wildland fire to communities and ecosystems, and to reduce wildfire risk.  Encompasses the Departments of Agriculture (Forest Service) and Interior (NPS, F&WS, BLM).  Strategy focuses on five areas:

· Improving fire preparedness

· Restoring  and rehabilitating burned areas

· Reducing hazardous fuels

· Assisting communities

· Research needs

Accountability and collaboration at the local level are stressed.

Relationship to other actions/initiatives:  

Implements the recommendations of the Presidential Report for the Departments of Agriculture and Interior.  Addresses action items identified in the implementation plan for the 10-year comprehensive strategy.

Cohesive Strategy (October 2000)


Forest Service response to GAO report RCED-99-65, which found that fuel build up was a major problem in the west and recommended that the Forest Service develop a cohesive strategy for reducing fuel build-up in the west.

Establishes a framework to restore and maintain ecosystem health in fire-adapted ecosystems in the west.  Focuses on “short-interval” fire adapted ecosystems – ecosystems where lower intensity ground fires frequently occurred and were a powerful force in shaping the make-up and structure of vegetative communities.

Defines three categories for the risk condition of short-interval fire adapted areas:

Condition Class 1 – lowest risk of destructive wildfires, closest to natural conditions, fire intensities low and generally ecologically

Oct. 2000  beneficial.

Condition Class 2 – vegetation denser because several cycles of fire have been missed and natural “thinning effect” of fire lost.  Higher risk of destructive wildfires due to increased fuel load.

Condition Class 3 – many fire cycles missed, many small trees and much dead and down material on forest floor, highest risk of intense and damaging wildfire.  

Identifies priority areas for treatment:

· Wildland Urban interface

· Municipal watersheds

· Threatened and endangered species habitat

· Maintenance of low risk Condition Class I areas

Relationship to other actions/initiatives: 

Identified priorities and focus for hazardous fuel treatments called for in the NFP and 10-year comprehensive strategy.

10-year Comprehensive Strategy

August 2001   A coordinated ten-year strategy to comprehensively manage wildfire, hazardous fuels, and ecosystem restoration.  Developed in collaboration with governors and in consultation with a broad range of stakeholders.  Scope includes federal and adjacent state, tribal, and private lands.  

Primary goals:

· Improve Prevention and Suppression

· Reduce Hazardous fuels

· Restore fire adapted ecosystems

· Promote community assistance

Core principles of the strategy:  collaboration, priority setting, accountability.

Relationship to other actions/initiatives:

Extends concepts of the President’s report and focus of National Fire Plan into broader, collaborative effort.

Implementation Plan, 10-year Comprehensive Strategy

May 2002 Identifies 22 specific tasks to achieve the four goals identified in the 10-year comprehensive strategy; and performance measures that are interagency and interdepartmental in scope.  Developed in collaboration with governors and in consultation with a broad range of stakeholders.

Emphasizes a collaborative, community-based approach to address wildfire related issues.

Relationship to other actions/initiatives:

Translates the conceptual framework of the 10-year comprehensive strategy into specific actions.

Healthy Forest Initiative (HFI)

August 2002   Presidential initiative designed to facilitate projects that reduce wildfire hazard and risk by making decisions in a more timely and efficient manner, and to fulfill the original objectives of the Northwest Forest Plan.  The initiative has legislative and administrative components.

The Legislative proposal would: (1) exempt hazardous fuel projects from appeal and repeal the Appeals Reform Act, (2) set deadlines for judicial review of projects and not allow a preliminary injunction, (3) authorize agencies to use long term stewardship contracts. 

The Administrative proposal has three components:  (1) through rulemaking, seek to increase the use of Categorical Exclusions for fuel reduction projects, (2) look for ways to streamline the appeals process within the existing appeals framework, and (3) seek to streamline the EA documentation process. 

Emphasizes using collaborative processes in identifying projects and priorities.

Relationship to other actions/initiatives: 

In facilitating fuels reduction projects, HFI would speed implementation of projects, improving implementation of the NFP and the 10-Comprehensive Strategy.  Legislative proposal requires use of a collaborative process consistent with the Implementation Plan for the 10-year Comprehensive Strategy.

