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    Lorette Ray, 406-587-6703 
Public Invited to Comment on 

Fuels Reduction Project in Gallatin Canyon

The Environmental Assessment  (EA) for the Gallatin Canyon North Fuels Reduction Project has been completed and is now available for public review and comment.  

Copies of the EA are available on the internet at http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin (click on “Projects and Plans” on the left hand side of the menu).   Comments must be postmarked by December 11, 2003 and mailed to:  

Gallatin Forest Supervisor’s Office

Attn:  Teri Seth  

PO Box 130 

Bozeman MT  59771

Comments may also be submitted electronically to the following e-mail address: comments-northern-gallatin@fs.fed.us and must be in one of the following formats: MS Word, Word Perfect or RTF.  

The proposed project is located in the Gallatin River drainage from Swan Creek south to Big Sky, Montana, and includes parts of the Spanish Creek portion of the Lee Metcalf Wilderness.  
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The proposed fuels reduction project includes:

· Five prescribed spring burns (totaling 2600-2800 acres), predominantly in the wilderness area, for the purpose of maintaining low-risk fire condition in natural fuel breaks.

· Five understory thinning areas (50-60 acres total), adjacent to private land or summer homes under permit with the Forest Service, for the purpose of reducing fire severity risk and crown fire hazard to life and property.  

· Approximately 20 acres of commercial thinning to enhance a potential fuel break and create a more “defensible zone” around residences.  

· About 450 feet of temporary road construction and 850 feet of road reconstruction to provide access to thinning areas.

A final decision is expected to be made on the Gallatin Canyon North Fuels Project in 2004.  For additional information on the proposal or how to submit comments, please call Teri Seth at 406-587-6892.  
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