	[image: image1.png]



	News

Release
	Gallatin National Forest

10 East Babcock Ave.

PO Box 130, Federal Building

Bozeman, MT  59771

406-587-6701

www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin


For Immediate Release                                       Contact:  Ron Archuleta

Date:   October 6, 2003




406-222-1892

GALLATIN NATIONAL FOREST ISSUES DECISION ON

WINDMILL TIMBER SALE & ROAD DECOMMISSIONING PROJECT


The Gallatin National Forest has issued a decision on the Windmill Timber Sale and Road Decommissioning Project, located south of Livingston, Montana.  Forest Supervisor Becki Heath selected Alternative 3, as described in the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS), with some modifications.  

Her decision includes:  harvesting an estimated 4.5 million board feet from approximately 690 acres within the Mill Creek drainage; constructing approximately 0.4 miles of new temporary road; reconditioning about 1.5 miles of road; restoring and stabilizing 22 miles of existing roads; and prescribed burning approximately 500 acres.  Of the 690 acres to be harvested, approximately 600 acres would consist of helicopter logging.
The alternative has been modified from what is described in the FEIS by dropping three harvest units:  Unit 46 east of Colley Creek, Unit 203 north of Counts Creeks, and part of Unit 206a near Passage Creek.  The 1.3 miles of new road construction that would have accessed Units 46 and 203 are also dropped. 

Copies of the Final Environmental Impact Statement and Record of Decision are available in a variety of formats.  Hard copies and compact disk (CD) copies are available by calling the Livingston Ranger Station at 406-222-1892 or visiting the Ranger Station at 5242 Hwy. 89 South in Livingston.  Copies may also be viewed on the Gallatin National Forest website at www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin (click on “Projects and Plans”). 
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