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    Lorette Ray, 406-587-6703 
Decision to Implement 

Fuels Reduction Project in Gallatin Canyon

Gallatin Forest Supervisor Becki Heath has issued a decision to implement the Gallatin Canyon North Fuels Reduction Project.    

The project is located in the Gallatin River drainage, from Swan Creek south to Big Sky, Montana, and includes parts of the Spanish Creek portion of the Lee Metcalf Wilderness.  This fuels reduction project includes:

Five prescribed spring burns (totaling 2,600-2,800 acres), predominantly in the wilderness area, for the purpose of maintaining low-risk fire condition in natural fuel breaks.  The burns will be implemented with helicopter support.

Five understory thinning areas (50-60 acres total), adjacent to private land or summer homes under permit with the Forest Service, for the purpose of reducing fire severity risk and crown fire hazard to life and property.  

Approximately 20 acres of commercial thinning to enhance a potential fuel break and create a more “defensible zone” around residences.  

About 450 feet of temporary road construction and 850 feet of road reconstruction to provide access to thinning areas.

-MORE-

Copies of the Decision and Finding of No Significant Impact are available on the internet at http://www.fs.fed.us/r1/gallatin (click on “Projects and Plans” on the left hand side of the menu).  For additional information on the project, please call Teri Seth at 

406-587-6892. 
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